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We have been so pleased to be able to return to some of our school traditions this year,
with a few modifications! Every cottage and classroom held an outdoor Ice Cream Social
this fall, and in November, we were able to hold Fathers’ Night — a beloved primary
school event for each student and one of their parents. For COVID safety everyone wore a
mask, and the schedule was rearranged to allow each visitor more (Continued on p. 7)
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Welcome to Our New Arrivals!
Joelle Isabella McKay is
the new arrival in the
lives of her brothers Jacob (Cedar) and Joshua
(Pine) and was born on

December 30, 2021. The
boys love their new sister
Joelle “except when she
cries,” and though sleep
deprived, so do her parents, Michelle and Jeremy McKay. In
the photo above left, Joshua (left) and Jacob (right), pose on

either side of their new baby sister. Above right, Jacob gives
Joelle a bottle while she watches his smiling face.
The new arrival in the Bitz family is Emmeline Sophia Bitz, born
December 6th, 2021. She is pictured to the left in the arms of
her big sister Adelaide Bitz (Pine) and her sister Josie. Her brother Eli was not up for a
photo at the time.

Kristin

LaBeau

and

Karl Bitz were pleased
to

welcome

their

fourth child, a December gift to their family!
Andrea and Josh Farrow have a new arrival, Caden Farrow! Big sister Audrey Farrow (Birch) has been a great help
with Caden, quick to get him a blanket, pacifier or toy,

and holding him (in the photo at right). Caden Farrow
was born December 22, 2021, two weeks early and a happy Christmas surprise for the Farrows, weighing 7 pounds 12
ounces. A fun fact: Audrey’s grandfather started a Montessori school in Alfred, New York!
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~Give the Gift of Lifelong Learning
and Support Your Community~

Our mission at the Montessori School of Syracuse is to give our students a place to grow into their best
versions of themselves, in our safe and nurturing environments. We give them roots by helping them develop focus, concentration, a connection

to the land and respect for themselves and

others. We give them wings by encourag-

ing them to think outside the box, to

dream and to reach for the stars. We are

honored to be in our 27th year of making

the world a better place, one child at a

time. Please help us continue to fulfill our

mission by supporting the exceptional

education that students receive at MSS

every day. Give the gift of lifelong learning today. You can use the link on our website at mssyr.org/
ways-of-giving/annual-fund and give today!
These beautiful tree watercolors were painted by Maple Cottage teacher Julie Martin, who has been teaching at MSS for 20 years.
In addition to her many other skills, Julie is a visual artist. Thank you, Julie!
Window is published by the Montessori School of Syracuse four times per year unless otherwise noted. Contributors to this
edition are our families and teachers, editing by Susan J. Cohan. Comments, questions and submissions are welcomed
by Mary Lawyer O’Connor at msshead@gmail.com.
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Alumni News: The Dunn Siblings
We have had two Dunn families at MSS: Dave and Kelly Dunn, and Dave’s brother Nat and his wife Karen
Dunn. Both have three children, and this month we are checking in with Dave and Kelly’s three MSS alumni.
An 8th grader at
Wellwood

Middle

School,

Maggie

Dunn (2020) keeps
very busy playing
field

hockey,

la-

crosse and, this year,
volleyball

for

the

first time. She loves
animals, hanging out
with

friends

Dunkin’

and

Donuts.

Maggie is quite industrious,

making

money pet sitting
and baby sitting in her neighborhood. The past four summers she has
participated in the Manlius Junior Firefighter Academy, where she learns valuable skills related to being a firefighter. Maggie hopes to be a firefighter someday.

Sam Dunn (2016) is a senior this year at Fayetteville-Manlius High
School. He really enjoys soccer, and his team went to the state finals
this year! He is now playing basketball and is a team captain for the
Hornets. Sam will be one of the masters of ceremonies (MCs) for
Fayetteville-Manlius Dance Marathon, the school’s biggest charity
fundraiser of the year. He recently had his head shaved along with

the other MCs to raise additional money for the charity Camp Good
Days, an organization that benefits children and families affected by
cancer. He is hoping to attend college in either Southern California
or North Carolina, and will make his decision this spring. Sam's
hobbies are sports, going out to eat and spending time with his
friends and family.
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Alumni News:
The Dunn Siblings
The eldest of the Dunn children, Kara Dunn (2014), graduated from
Fayetteville-Manlius High School and spent her freshman year at Le
Moyne College in its nursing program. She then decided to take a gap

year and spent the fall in Washington state participating in Worldwide
Opportunities on Organic
(WWOOF),

Farms
visiting

friends and traveling
in

California.

This

spring she will be participating in a program through the
YMCA in the Rocky Mountain National Park in Estes Park,
Colorado, where she will work, do community service and take
some trips to other national parks. In the fall she will transfer to
the beautiful Appalachian State University in North Carolina. Kara's hobbies
are hiking, soccer,
writing and spending time with her

friends and family.

Photos from above far left: Two photos of Maggie
Dunn, as a three-year-old in Maple Cottage and a
more recent photo in 8th grade. Below those: Sam
Dunn in Maple Cottage where he once wrote all the
lyrics for “Achy Breaky Heart” in movable alphabet.
Above, this page: another photo of Sam for his high
school graduation photo. Immediately above, Kara
canoeing in the Adirondack Mountains, and as a
three-year-old on the MSS playground monkey bars.
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Alumni and Student News
~Helping New Americans, the Spelling Bee and Award-winning Art~
You have likely heard about the Post
Standard Spelling Bee, which MSS
has participated in for over 15 years.
Many of our students really enjoy

participating in the bee, learning
more about language arts and taking
part in the annual competition. The
bee is really fun for those students
who opt to participate! This year we
had four finalists for the Scripps Bee
that have made it to the written
round, pictured below, clockwise
Fayrouz Enany (2016) (left in

from above left: August Niederhoff,

photo above) and her friend and

Jaasim Zaman, Joye Lai and Sean

fellow CBA student Aditi Zirath,

Warnock (Willow). And recently,

recently put together baskets

Jaasim recently qualified for the Fi-

filled with hygiene products for

nal Oral Round on March 5, 2022!

those in need. Both girls are

Congratulations to all four MSS par-

members of a newly formed lo-

ticipants!

“After much review and deliberation, your submission for the
CNY-ART: New York Youth Art
Gallery titled Fragile Mind has
been selected a winner!” Those
were the exciting words that Sa-

cal chapter of the nonprofit

rah Phillips (2020) received

group Her Drive, Co., which

about her art piece The Fragile

started in Chicago, and they have

Mind (photo above). An eighth

gifted the 2,000 hygiene prod-

grade student, Sarah submitted

ucts their chapter has collected to

her work to an art contest at Dur-

InterFaith Works’ Center for

gee Junior High School, and as a

New Americans, for immigrants

winner, her work will be dis-

and refugees. “Our chapter was

played at WonderWorks’ art gal-

organized and run without affili-

lery.

ation or assistance from an adult

WonderWorks

is

an

“amusement park for the mind”

advisor,” said Fayrouz, a CBA

at Destiny USA, and the Phillips

junior who started the Her Drive

family are very proud of Sarah's

chapter in Syracuse with her

artistic accomplishment!

CBA friends.
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A Safe Return to Fathers’ Night
(continued from p. 1) physical space for appropriate distancing. Every primary student hosted their father or
another family member in their cottage, giving them a tour and sharing some of their favorite materials. Our
youngest students are always delighted to show their special visitor their classroom, direct them in how to use
a particular material, push in their chair or water a plant. They love guiding their guests, just like their teachers
do! Visiting parents and grandparents were thrilled to see their child’s classroom, some for the very first time!
It was a joy-filled occasion in every cottage. We hope to be able to hold primary Mothers’ Night and elementary Parents’ Night in the spring.

Clockwise from above left: Forrest Halbritter observes his son Havoc Halbritter in Birch Cottage doing a math work while Nyxie Coville-Manser looks at a book with her grandfather Bruce Coville in

Maple Cottage. Jihad Atieh shows his dad, Rafil Atieh, a transfer work in Pine Cottage, and Frances
Muldoon paints in Maple while observed by her father, Conor Muldoon.
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Learning Indoors and Outdoors
Our students enjoy learning in their classrooms, as well as at the Land Lab or outdoors on campus. They recently
learned about the pond in winter at the Land Lab, looking at the thickness of the ice (photo below), later did experiments about the rate at which ice melts with different substances, and about the characteristics and structure of
snowflakes. In Cedar classroom, Ean Lai, Catherine Korbeci, Clara DePaulis and Mina Gortner (photo left)
worked with a variety of math and language materials during the morning work block. The teachers in both settings serve as guides, and facilitate the learning of their students in all subject areas, often integrating disciplines.
For example at Land Lab, teachers Kyra McClary and Katie Robideau might do science experiments, that involve
measurements, drawing or writing about the results, thus integrating science, math, art and language.

8

