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It’s Our 25th         

Anniversary!  
MSS students and parents recently rep-

resented our school at the Westcott 

Street Cultural Festival with a parade, 

African drumming and a fun art and 

science activity booth! Community 

members of all age levels turned out to 

march in the parade and assist with the  

activity, and our drummers, Savannah 

Juvanis, performed too! There will be many more opportunities to celebrate our 

25th year, at our annual Spring Gala, the Maker Faire, our many socials and teas,  

Harvest Festival, Peace Celebration and Cultural Festival.   

Founded in 1995, by Pat Getz, Susan French-Lawyer and Mary Lawyer O’Con-

nor, our school was first located in a rental space at Temple Beth El. Our first 

classroom had only seven students and one teacher, and we quickly added more 

classrooms and levels in the next few years. After an (continued on page 5)    
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One question that we often 

hear from parents is “What can 

I do at home to support learn-

ing at school?”  It is important 

to support your child’s educa-

tion at home, but deciding how 

to do it can be a daunting 

task. With the goal of helping your child to be as in-

dependent as possible, we feel that the best place to 

start is practical life.  

 

Practical life is the activities of daily living, such as 

dressing, preparing food, eating, shopping, cleaning, 

repairing, and interacting with and caring for others, 

and all are very interesting to your child. They want 

to do what you do! Making child-sized and develop-

mentally appropriate, these tasks will help your 

young child to be as independent as possible, experi-

ence success at home and school and lay a founda-

tion for advanced learning.  

 

Letting young children do it themselves can be time 

consuming, but be patient, and think about how 

thrilled you’ll be when your older child makes their 

school lunch, vacuums their room and puts away 

their possessions.   

 

You can encourage your child to assist you with 

meal preparation and cleanup, feeding your family 

pet, setting the table, sweeping up, sorting laundry, 

watering plants and dusting furniture. You might 

ask, how does feeding the cat help my child with 

more advanced responsibilities? 

 

These practical life lessons develop concentration 

and focus, coordination, independence and a sense of 

order, all of which will help your child in every sub-

ject. Children want to feel needed and important, and 

giving them opportunities to help with real-life activ-

ities is wonderful for fostering self-esteem as well. 

 

The following tips will help you bring Montessori 

into your home:  

 Put together child-sized opportunities at home. 

For example, your young child cannot pour their 

milk directly from the carton, but they can from a 

child-sized pitcher. They can hang up their coat, 

but only on a hook they can reach.                                                                   

 

 Make any changes small and gradual. Limit the 

number of toy choices on the shelf at one time, 

and the toys will be  easier to put away when 

playtime is over. Rotate toys so the old ones are 

“new” again.   

 

 Model activities slowly so your child can watch 

you doing them. Take the crayons and paper from 

the  shelf, create some art and return it all to the 

shelf. Have out 5-6 crayons in an easy-to-carry 

basket. Limit choices for success.     

 

 Model happiness! Sweeping up is not your top 

activity choice, but doing it in a way that models 

joy will make it more desirable for the child.  

 
Mary Lawyer O’Connor 

Head of School  

Above: Maple student Anna Boline works on a 

button frame, a practical life Montessori class-

room material from a set that teaches how to 

button, zip, tie and buckle, among other skills.   

Montessori at Home  
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Window is published by the Montessori School of  Syracuse 

four times per year unless otherwise noted. Contributors to 

this edition are our families, Lina Liang, Kyra McClary, 

Mary Lawyer O’Connor and Sharon Vazquez.  Editing by 

Susan J. Cohan and Tammy Panipinto. Comments, ques-

tions and submissions are welcomed by Mary Lawyer 

O’Connor at msshead@gmail.com. 

 

Environmental Education 

We place a strong value on environmental education at 

MSS, and create hands-on outdoor activities that even our 

youngest students can participate in. In our primary cot-

tages, the children plant seeds and watch them grow, 

learn about plant life cycles and compost their food 

waste. Our Montessori curriculum places importance on 

the students’ connections in nature, and helps children 

become young naturalists by allowing them to spend time 

interacting with their outdoor environment.  

Both lower and upper elementary level students work in 

the school’s organic garden--planting, weeding and har-

vesting vegetables and ultimately preparing and eating 

their produce in the classroom. They have classes at the  

Land Lab exploring outdoors and learning through curric-

ulum extensions about science and cultural studies topics 

that they have studied in their classrooms.  

The Land Lab has a Nature’s Classroom in a connected 

house and barn, where teachers can give lessons, students 

can journal about their experiences and make environ-

mental art related to their studies. They have a museum 

of the artifacts they’ve found in the different pine and 

deciduous woods, meadows and pond, of feathers, bones, 

nests and hives, and art creations that they’ve made.  

Structures they have built dot the property, as building is 

a favored activity.    

The sixth-level students have a very special trip every 

year, traveling to Elderberry Pond near Skaneateles to 

tour an organic farm with owner-farmer couple Lou and 

Merby Lego. They learn in great detail about how an or-

ganic fruit, vegetable and livestock farm works, and ben-

efits the environment and is healthier for them and the 

planet.  

Forming a connection with nature helps our students be-

come more environmentally responsible, and this view-

point extends into adulthood.    

Photos from above right: Isla Quigley harvests and 

shares cherry tomatoes and a cucumber from the Pine 

Cottage organic garden for classroom snack choices.  

Below right: Lou Lego talks with the sixth levels about 

raising organic grapes at Elderberry Farm and restaurant 

in Skaneateles.  
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These photos capture our 

cottages and classrooms as 

our students experience 

them — the beauty, serenity 

and security of each room, 

where they respect, care for 

and appreciate one another.   

When a student enters his 

cottage or classroom in the 

morning, he greets his 

friends, washes his hands 

and chooses his first activity 

of the day. There is a wide 

array of choices for him in 

all curriculum areas, ranging 

from multistep geometry or 

science materials to yoga, 

reading a book or snacking 

with a friend.  

Her community is a very 

peaceful, calm and secure 

environment, where she has 

freedom within the develop-

mentally appropriate bound-

aries set by her teachers. She 

and her friends are all part of 

creating behavioral norms 

each year and use their com-

munication skills and “I 

messages” to assert to, then 

listen to, their friends when 

a challenge arises. Peace 

rugs, peace roses or talking 

sticks are used to ensure that 

each viewpoint is expressed 

and heard. Careful attention 

is given to each classroom 

environment by teachers, 

and each is set up for the 

A Day in the Life of MSS 

success of the student, as everything needed is at hand, is their size and is age

-appropriate. Their academic progress and skill acquisition are ensured, as 

they work through the curriculum at their own speed. One common thought 

of our adult observers is that they would like to repeat their school experience 

at MSS!   

Photos clockwise from above left: Maddie Curtin (Maple Cottage) 

writes a story using movable material, and Laila Khalil works with 

grammar materials in Cedar.  Willow students do a team-building ex-

ercise with a group maze. Julie Martin gives a lesson about letter 

sounds to Meesha Ahmed, Christian Lai (continued on next page)            



5 

(continued from page 1)  arson fire directed at the temple in 

2000, we moved temporarily to Saint Sophia's Greek Ortho-

dox Church. Our trustees and friends of the school, including 

Michael Kalet, Jack and Carol Lawyer, Joseph Falcone and 

many others, found our current location on Waldorf Parkway. 

We quickly did major renovations to prepare classroom 

space, and at the start of the new year we were able to move 

to our new location! Our beautiful campus, formerly a teach-

ers union retirement community, has ten acres and ten build-

ings, organic gardens, a soccer field and an arboretum of 

beautiful trees, making it a nature classroom every day.   

 

A Day in the Life of MSS 

(continued from prior page) and Car-

mel Thurber in Maple. Kyra McCauley 

reads a story in Primary After Hours to 

Isabella Gingold, Delaney Hughes, 

Isaac Martin, Carson Miller and Ander-

son Hager. In Willow classroom, Hayden 

Halbritter and Will Cary work on a sci-

ence experiment, and Jesse Carpenter 

does embroidery in the Art Studio. Brit-

tany St. Laurent shows the Cedar stu-

dents a salamander at the Land Lab.   
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Alumni Focus: Shelby Weinstein  

Shelby Weinstein attended MSS from her primary years 

into elementary, until she moved to Jamesville-DeWitt 

Middle School in the fifth grade. Shelby graduated from 

high school there in 2012, and then attended the Universi-

ty of Rochester, where she majored in public health and 

psychology, graduating in 2016.  While living there, she 

met her partner, Ian Davison, a software engineer, and vol-

unteered at Planned Parenthood, working with a health ed-

ucator. 

  

The couple decided to make a move to New York City, 

where Shelby worked for Amplicare, a health care tech-

nology company, as a customer success manager. The 

company sells software to small local pharmacies with the 

goal of making medications affordable for their elderly 

customers and keeping the pharmacies competitive with 

larger pharmaceutical chains. 

  

Shelby decided to return to school and is now at Boston 

University in the first year of her master’s of public health 

degree with a concentration in maternal and child health. 

Shelby is passionate about reproductive health education, 

and her long-term professional goal is to work in sexual 

and reproductive health education. 

  

Loving yoga, she also decided to take the comprehensive 

six-month training to become a certified yoga instructor, 

and she enjoys teaching yoga three times a week at MIT. 

In her spare time, she creates exquisite embroidery and 

runs an embroidery Instagram @sew_whatt_. The couple 

also enjoys hiking and recently visited Mt. Rainier Nation-

al Park in Washington State.  

Photos from above right: Shelby and her father, 

Gary Weinstein, on the annual Adirondack Moun-

tain trip at the end of her third-grade year. Shelby 

and her brother Gus Weinstein in 2016 and Shelby 

and her partner, Ian Davison, at a family wedding 

this year.   
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Peri Cannovo (2014) is currently a senior at the Man-

lius  Pebble Hill School. She participates in Model 

United Nations (MUN), pursuing her interest in inter-

national relations, and had fun chairing MUN last year. 

Peri also plays soccer and is the co-captain of her team. 

She plays trombone in the MPH band and the all-

county band last year. Peri is also a National Merit 

Semifinalist and enjoys reading, skiing and baking out-

side of school.  (photo above, far left)   

Teenage Nobodies, a cabaret of original songs by Jar-

ed Dunn (2012) (photo page 8) and his colleague Nan-

cy O’Connor, was the latest production from At Rise at 

the Catherine Cummings Theatre this summer. MSS 

alumni in the show were Justin Dunn (2018) as a Cu-

pid, Ryan Dunn (2014) as Johnny and Ireland Fer-

nandez-Cosgrove (2013) (photo page 9) as the narra-

tor. Former MSS student Bianca Lucas was the Cu-

pids’ female lead. Proceeds from the performance were 

donated to the Blake Lucas Memorial Music/Theater 

Scholarship Fund. At Rise noted that the fund is “in 

honor of our dear friend Blake Lucas who died August 

16, 2018 . . . and will go to a young person(s) pursuing 

their love of music and/or theatre.” 

The Skaneateles Festival’s 40th anniversary concert 

began with Kaelem Michel (2017), the 2019 Robinson 

Award winner. He played four selections, which in-

cluded works by Bach, Liszt, Rachmaninoff and De-

bussy in the Prelude Concert. Created in 2002, the 

MSS Alumni News 

Robinson Award recognizes a young musician who 

exemplifies the values cherished by its founders of 

character, musicianship and community service. (photo 

above, second from left) 

 

Kathryn Spoelstra (2006) attended middle and high 

school at Manlius Pebble Hill School and attended  

Fairfield University, graduating summa cum laude 

with degrees in French and international studies, and a 

minor in economics. She is currently working at the  

private Fay School in Southborough, Massachusetts, 

teaching world languages to 5th through 9th graders. 

(photo above, second from right)                                  

 

Redhouse arts center recently presented Into the Woods 

with a number of MSS students past and present. 

Milky White was played in part by Evi Zubietta 

(Willow), Rapunzel’s Prince by Justin Dunn (2018)  

and Cinderella by former MSS student Bianca Lucas.  

Buddies from their primary cottage days, Max Bridge 

and Jared Dunn (2012) came to visit MSS with Jar-

ed’s brother Justin Dunn (2018) this past summer. 

The former Maple Cottage students shared memories, 

and the Dunns heard about former MSS student Max’s 

life in England. Jared is starting at Brown University 

this fall, having spent a gap year in Spain volunteering 

at a Montessori school. Justin is attending homeschool. 

(photo above far right, left to right, Jared Dunn, Justin 

Dunn and Max Bridge)    
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Alumni College Choices: Class of 2012  

The class of 2012 is pictured in the photo   
at left (from left to right) and are listed be-
low with their high schools and the colleges 
they now attend.  
 
Grace Getman, Christian Brothers Acade-
my and Fordham University; Benjamin 
Stevens, Christian Brothers Academy and 
Queen’s University; Annabella Owens, 
East Syracuse Minoa and Colorado College; 
William Kovarik, Manlius Pebble Hill 
School and Northeastern University; Marti-
na Auer, Christian Brothers Academy and 
Cayuga Community College; Jared Dunn, 
Fayetteville Manlius High School and 
Brown University; Elissa Kempisty, Chris-
tian Brothers Academy and Babson Col-
lege; Olivia Murphy, Jamesville-DeWitt 
High School and University of Guelph. 

Photos middle row 

from far left: Grace 

Getman, Benjamin 

Stevens, Annabella 

Owens and Martina 

Auer. Bottom row 

from left: Jared 

Dunn, Elissa Kemp-

isty and Olivia Mur-

phy. 
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The MSS graduates of 2013 are pictured 

in the photo at left (from left to right) 

and are listed with their high schools 

and the colleges they are now attending 

(if available): Ireland Fernandez-

Cosgrove, Fayetteville-Manlius High 

School and Nazareth College; Cassie 

Murphy, Jamesville-Dewitt High 

School and Prescott College, (Canada); 

Sara Vertino, Christian Brothers Acad-

emy and Rochester Institute of Technol-

ogy; Haley Barnes, Boston University; 

Natalie Stopyra, Christian Brothers 

Academy and Syracuse University; 

Marcea Bond, Christian Brothers Acad-

emy, Garfield High School and Bard 

College at Simon’s Rock; Morgan 

Barnes, University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst; Annie Gale, Cazenovia High School and 

University of Colorado, Boulder; Assata Bey, Syracuse 

Academy of Science; Quin Kenny, Christian Brothers 

Academy and Hobart and William Smith Colleges; 

Angelina Shenandoah, Manlius Pebble Hill School 

and Newhouse School, Syracuse University.   

Photo at left: Quin Kenny, Natalie Stropyra, 

and Sara Vertino at their CBA graduation. 

Photos below, from left to right: Ireland Fer-

nandez-Cosgrove, Cassie Murphy and Ange-

lina Shenandoah, all MSS class of 2013. 

Alumni College Choices: Class of 2013  
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Alumni College Choices, 1995-2020   25 Years!  

Alfred State (2 MSS students) 

Babson College  

Bard College at Simon’s Rock 

Berklee College of Music, Boston  

Boston University  

Brown University (2) 

Case Western Reserve University 

Cayuga Community College 

Cazenovia College (2) 

College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, 

VA 

Colorado College (3) 

Connecticut College 

Cornell University (4) 

Dickinson College (2) 

Elon University  

Fairfield University  

Fordham University 

Georgetown University (2) 

George Washington University 

Hamilton College (2) 

Haverford College 

Hobart and William Smith Colleges (3) 

Ithaca College (2) 

Le Moyne College  

Loyola University Maryland (2) 

Maryland Institute College of Art  

Middlebury College  

Mount Holyoke College  

Nazareth College  (2) 

New College of  Florida, Sarasota (2) 

In our first 25 years, we have had 151 students 

graduate from sixth grade at MSS. The majority 

completed the full nine years of Montessori educa-

tion from ages three through twelve. Of the 151 

alumni students, 47 are currently in middle school 

or high school. The 63 colleges listed here were 

attended by 102 of these alumni students, for un-

dergraduate or graduate degrees.  Some of the wide 

range of jobs and continuing education our gradu-

ates have chosen are: children’s librarian, software 

developer, vocalist, chef, composer, engineering 

PhD candidate, IT project manager, instructional 

design and research specialist, hotshot (elite fire-

fighter), licensed real estate sales representatives, 

postdoctoral fellow and researcher, teacher, engi-

neer, language and culture coordinator (at the Sen-

eca Nation), organic farmer, parent, military of-

ficer, freelance creative producer, investment bank-

ing analyst, forest ranger, research analyst, per-

forming arts specialist, actor, singer, rock climber, 

and physical therapy technician. Alumni -- get in 

touch with us to share your story in Alumni Focus 

at MSSHead@gmail.com!   
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New York University Tisch School of the 

Arts  

Northeastern University, Boston (2) 

Occidental College  

Onondaga Community College (4) 

Penn State University (2) 

Queen’s University, Canada 

Rochester Institute of Technology (3) 

Prescott College (Canada) 

Roger Williams University  

University of St.  Andrews, Scotland 

Skidmore College  

State University of New York at Bing-

hamton (2) 

State University of New York at  Buffalo 

(2) 

State University of New York College at 

Geneseo (2) 

State University of New York at Oswego 

(3) 

Stonehill College  

Syracuse University  (10) 

Syracuse University, Newhouse School (2) 

Tufts University 

United States Military Academy at West 

Point  

Alumni College Choices, 1995-2020   25 Years!  

University of Colorado, Boulder 

University of Delaware 

University of Guelph 

University of Maryland 

University of Massachusetts, Amherst (2) 

University of Michigan  

University of Oregon 

University of Rochester Medical Center 

University of Scranton 

University of Vermont 

Vassar College  

Villanova University  

Williams College   
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 Mapping Our World in Primary 

Maple Cottage students began 
their geography study this year 
learning about maps and com-
passes.  After exploring a variety 
of maps, their favorite was an  
aerial map of MSS, where they 
could trace the path from arrival, 
into the green tunnel and to their 
cottage cubby room. They en-
joyed learning about map keys, 
and were then  guided in creat-
ing their own maps of cities, gar-
dens and parks and one of the 
interior of their own cottage. The 
map to the left was made by one 
of the Maple students, with a 
great map key and some vegeta-
bles, roads and construction 
equipment.  


