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Nobel Peace Prize

Dr. Maria Montessori believed in the innate posi-

Nominee

tive force of the human
spirit and that a peaceful
state of being is natural for the young child. Following her model, our teaching respects the gifts
with which all children are born. Each child is presented with a prepared environment and materials
that engage her senses in the learning process. He
is involved in learning communication skills and
conflict resolution from his first day at MSS, and
in his peaceful classrooms from ages 3 through 12
years he is presented with a vision of global peace.
When Dr. Montessori was writing in the early- to
mid-1900s, before the word “globalization” became so widely used, she observed the many sci-

Dr. Maria Montessori

entific discoveries that linked our world cultures

1870-1951

and proposed a strategy for a “universal, collective
effort to build the foundation for peace.” She was
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize three times,
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School of Syracuse five times per year unless
otherwise noted. Contributors to this edition
are Robert Gates, Mary Lawyer O’Connor,
and Chantelle VanWormer. Editing is provided by Kelly Dunn and Kathleen Parrish. Comments, questions, and submissions are welcomed by Mary Lawyer O’Connor at
msshead@gmail.com.

in 1949, 1950, and 1951, in large part for her work
on behalf of children during the rise of fascism in
the Second World War. She once said, “peace is
the work of education,” and we remember that
sentiment every day at MSS.
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Theatre Workshop 2017
At left, Noelle Davis, Ava Halbritter, Mazie Neville, Mitchell Rovit, and Aubrey Jones-Pike in
a scene from James and the Giant Peach, Jr.
Below, the ensemble: top row, Anna Pedone,
Elena Chiodi, Katie Niederhoff, Caleb
Randazzo, Christian Cain, Kaelem Michel,
Kevin Fratostitanu, Lukas Ward, Liam Murphy,
and Christina Wojtowycz; middle row, Quinn
Wimer, Leo Plourde, Jordan Cain, Ayden
Whitted, Noelle Davis, Ava Halbritter, Mazie
Neville, and Neve Gordon; seated, Jasper
Kyle, Jorge Niederhoff, Brian Durkin, Sierra
Panipinto, Aubrey Jones-Pike, Mitchell Rovit,
and Marielle Emmanuel, of Willow Classroom.
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Student and Alumni Visual Artists

We are always pleased to hear about our alumni and students’ success in the visual arts. Two of our primary
school graduates, Silas and Eli Kligerman, recently won recognition at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo Winter at
the Zoo Photo Contest. Silas, a first grader at Fayetteville Elementary, won First Place, Youth, for his photo,
River Otter, and Eli, in fifth grade at Wellwood School, won Second Place, Youth, for his picture, Love and
Hate. Eli has participated in past years, winning first- and third-place awards. The brothers are mentored by
their grandfather, photographer Bob Gates, a frequent contributor to this publication. Sisters Jessica Irene and
Taylor Abrams (both ’14), in high school at ESM, have works in the annual Scholastic Art Awards exhibit. Scholastic is the largest annual art competition in America, and the local Scholastic Program has been
honoring the creative work of area high school students for more than 70 years. Jessica Irene received a
Gold Key in Ceramics and Glass for her ceramic entry and an Honorable Mention in Drawing and Illustration. Taylor received a Silver Key in Drawing and Illustration for her drawing titled Jar.
Clockwise from above left, Silas and Eli Kligerman with their award-winning photographs at
the zoo; the four Kligerman boys, Ezra, Silas, Eli, and Pine student August; Jessica Irene’s
award-winning ceramic piece, Textured Vessel; Taylor; and Jessica Irene.
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Student and Alumni Hockey News
We have hockey players that range in age from 4 to 12 years old at MSS. Many of them play with Valley
Youth Hockey, based at Onondaga Nation Arena, Tsha'Hon'nonyen'dakhwa'the, in Nedrow, and at Meachem
Rink in Syracuse. Valley Youth Hockey students play at many levels, from beginning skaters to recreational
players to highly competitive travel teams.
Our youngest player is Nellie Hehl of Pine Cottage. Nellie, 4, also an expert skier, is currently working on
her competitive skating technique, coached by her dad, Erik Hehl. Her brother, former MSS student Jake
Hehl, a third-grader at FM, plays multiple positions with the Valley Eagles Red Team.
Wimer brothers Quinn (Willow) and Coleman (Evergreen) play on their local teams: Coleman on the Valley Eagles Mites and Quinn as center on the Squirts Travel Team. These avid hockey fans recently got to see
the Boston Bruins play at home. After the game they met and exchanged high fives with the players in their
locker room.
Evergreen student Hayden Halbritter, another Valley Youth
skater, plays center for the Mites.
Willow sixth-level student Liam
Murphy plays goalie for Midstate in Cicero, averaging 93%
saves. Liam has been playing
hockey for five years and plans
to continue after his graduation
this spring from MSS.
Clockwise from right, Hayden Halbritter, Quinn and
Coleman Wimer, Jake
Hehl, Nellie Hehl, and Liam
Murphy.
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Alumni Focus: Shannon Quinn

Long-time staff at MSS can remember when Shannon
Quinn (’08) began at MSS as a four-year-old at our original location at Temple Beth El. Eight years later Shannon graduated from
sixth grade at our Waldorf Parkway campus. Shannon went on to
attend the Baldwinsville public schools, and ultimately graduated
high school at Manlius Pebble Hill. Now a junior at the University of Vermont, Shannon is an environmental studies major with a
concentration in conservation and stewardship. Shannon's longterm goal is to work in the field of wildlife conservation and man“Montessori helped shape my perspective into one of
kindness, acceptance, and artistic expression. I met
some of the most wonderful people that still impact
my life today!” Shannon Quinn
agement of Federal land and protected areas. With her strong interest in protecting the environment, she was the perfect candidate
for the Wild Rockies Field Institute (WRFI) last summer, where
she explored the complex cultural, political, and natural histories
of some of the most interesting and beautiful landscapes in Montana. The college-accredited course at Montana Afoot and Afloat
with the WRFI gave her the opportunity to backpack and kayak in
Montana, learning about the human-land relationship. Shannon
and her colleagues spoke with tribal leaders, public figures, and
spokespeople from the coal and renewable wind energy
fields. This coming summer she will be training to become a
whitewater rafting guide. Shannon enjoys backpacking, making
art, swimming, dancing, and traveling. One of her life goals is
to climb Mt. Denali, the highest peak in North America.
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Clockwise from above left, Shannon
playing Gertrude McFuzz in Seussical,
Jr., at MSS; at UVM campaigning for
a carbon tax in Vermont; with a
friend backpacking up Crown Mountain Pass in Montana; and posing for
a portrait by former MSS parent and
photographer, Dr. Marc Safran.

Mothers’ Night
Mothers’, Fathers’, and Parents’ nights at MSS
provide an opportunity for moms and dads to be
hosted by their children in their cottages and classrooms. Students enjoy giving their parents lessons
and showing them the materials on which they are
currently working. Even the very youngest students
have ownership of their environments. They take
delight in guiding their parents in the fine arts of
quietly pushing in a chair, rolling up a rug into a
neat cylinder, and properly hanging up their coats.
Throughout this event, teachers become observers,
watching their students guide their parents!
Down from above left, Jesse Carpenter and
her mother, Taylor Halbritter, count a bead
chain at Mothers’ Night in Pine Cottage;
Aditya Balasubramanian’s mother,
Seethalakshmi Balasubramanian, practices
transfer work in Birch; Eliana Anderson
demonstrates pin-punching to her mother,
Lori Anderson, in Oak; and, below, Lucy Ko
shows her mother, Melissa Ko, how she makes
words with the movable alphabet in Maple.
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15th Cultural Festival

Our 15th Annual Cultural Festival focus this year
was Asia, and throughout the school year teachers
have invited parents and other community members
into their classrooms to give presentations about
Asian holidays, food, travels, clothing, and art. The
Cultural Festival Museum in the Great Room included two weeks of hands-on interactive experiences from every classroom and specialty area: trying on clothing and hats from around the world; creating the school’s peace mural; weaving with silk
sari fabric; and making Japanese Shibori-dyed rice
paper, Chinese paper cut-outs, Chinese lion puppets,
and library book puzzles. Also on display, Willow
students’ science projects and demonstrations were
very popular. Many students wore their ancestral
cultures’ traditional clothing to school on Friday’s
Performance Day. Before an audience of teachers,
parents, and grandparents, they shared the Taiwanese Stick Dance, learned in music class; the Japanese Sōran Bushi dance, learned in fitness; poetry
from the Poetry Winter class; drumming with SaPage 8

15th Cultural Festival

vannah Juvanis, our African Drumming group; and watching karate and kung fu demonstrations by Caleb and Sophia Randazzo and Lukas Ward. We were serenaded by primary music students, as well as primary and elementary French students. Special guest performances were dancing by the Turkish Dance Troupe from the Syracuse
Science Charter School’s Turkish language program and Irish jigs and reels from MSS parent Patrick Kenny and
fellow musician David Deacon. The variety and expertise of the performers and the high quality of interactive exhibits made this among the best Cultural Festivals ever.
Clockwise from above, far left, Sōran Bushi dancers Kiernan Kenny, Sarah Phillips, Aiden Michel, Mira
Gordon, and Jasper Kyle; Mari Emmanuel hanging up her Shibori-dyed art; Caleb and Sophia
Randazzo showing karate katas moves; Oak Cottage students singing Asian songs; Taiwanese stick
dancers; Cedar and Evergreen Orff instrument and recorder players; Syracuse Science Charter
School Turkish dancers; and Willow students, Lukas Ward, Katie Niederhoff, Elena Chiodi, Kevin
Fratostitano, and Kaelem Michel.
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More Student News; New Arrival !
“Remember, Celebrate Act” is the motto of the
Martin Luther King, Jr., Youth Unsung Heroes
Awards, and Willow student Marielle Emmanuel
recently joined their ranks. Mari’s former Cedar
teacher, Jane Phillips, nominated Mari for this
honor, stating that, “…she embodies Dr. King’s
legacy as she resolves conflicts with peaceful resolutions…she has the ability to assess a conflict
and turn it into a positive experience for all.” She
has been involved in community service since the
age of three. Mari and other honorees were recognized at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Community Celebration at Nottingham High School and
at the Dr. King Dinner held at the Carrier Dome.
See a photo of Mari at our Cultural Festival on
page 8.

New Arrival: Anna Stout
and Aaron Halbritter recently welcomed Nolan
Ace Halbritter to their
family. Nolan, right, was
born on December 30,
weighing 8 lb 2 oz and
measuring 21 in. long.
Nolan’s siblings at MSS
are brother Hayden Halbritter (Evergreen) and
sister Ava Halbritter
(Willow). Congratulations
to the Halbritter Stout
family!

Our Flat Stanleys See the World
Evergreen and Cedar students have been learning about
other states and the world by participating in the Flat
Stanley Project. Our students connected with other students nationally and internationally by sending out "flat"
paper versions of themselves to “visit” children in other
states and countries. They began the project by reading
Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown. Then each student made a
paper version of himself to mail off. The far-away recipient of each flat visitor photographed the flat student at
various locations in her area, recorded information about
the visit, and returned the flat surrogate to its owner. Students tracked and wrote down their flat characters’ adventures and shared them with the class. The records are
available for students to read in the classroom, and the
weary paper tourists are displayed on the wall with a
string connecting them to their travel destinations.
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LeMoyne Intern and Visiting Artist - Long-Term Relationships
In addition to our specials teachers of French, fitness,
Great Books, art, music, theatre, and library, other longterm visiting specialists are working with the LowerElementary students. We are pleased to have LeMoyne
College intern Chelsea Gordan working one-on-one with
the first through third graders, assisting them in refining
their reading skills. Chelsea is with us for the four years
she is attending LeMoyne for her education degree as part
of their Christo Rey Scholars Program. While she is with
us, Chelsea has the time to develop relationships with students, a key to their reading success.

Clockwise from above left, Zachary JonesPike (Evergreen) changes the heddles on
the loom; Ehren Zachery reads to
LeMoyne intern Chelsea Gordan; and Sophia Randazzo (Cedar) learns about
weaving with professor Saulson.

Weaving Asia: Every spring we welcome SU professor
Sarah Saulson as a visiting artist to supplement our art
program. Sarah provides one-on-one weaving instruction
that ties in with our students' cultural studies. This year,
our first-through-sixth graders learned about natural indigo dye and its use, particularly in Asia, this year’s continent of study. Students used some of their dyed yarn and
fabric to weave beautiful pieces in their classrooms and
during art class. In addition to augmenting the study of
art and culture, weaving creates new neurological connections in the brain and increases core body strength. The
students had the opportunity to practice tapestry weaving
in the Cultural Museum during this year’s Festival.
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Passport to Asia
Have you signed up for your Passport to Asia? In
keeping with this year’s continent of study, our
upcoming Spring Gala has an Asian theme. Sign
up online at www.mssyr.org to ensure your
place at the table (no charge) for great food,
excellent company, and exciting live and
amazing silent auctions. Come help support
MSS and have a fun adult night out!

