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A window 

on our 

world 

The first years of your 

child’s life are marked 

by tremendous physical 

and psychological 

growth, exploration, 

and development. In the 

developing brain, the 

majority of neurological 

connections are formed 

during those very early 

years from birth to age 

six. In fact, 700 to 

1,000 new neural connections are 

formed every second! This explo-

sive brain development is supported 

by your child’s Montessori educa-

tion, which provides the strongest 

possible (continued on page 3) 

...the Montessori 

approach has 

spawned a crea-

tive elite, including 

Google’s founders 

Larry Page and 

Sergei Brin, Ama-

zon’s Jeff Bezos, 

videogame pio-

neer Will Wright, 

Wikipedia founder 

Jimmy Wales, cook 

Julia Child, and 

rapper Sean P. Did-

dy Combs.  

~Steve Dennig, Forbes 

Magazine  

Fall 

2016 

 

 

Above, Layton Tillie (Birch) se-

lects an orange slice for 

snack. Children in the primary 

cottages independently 

choose to have a snack and 

select their preferences during 

their work day. Left, Sarbani 

Sumathi (Oak) works on her 

map of North America, trac-

ing and coloring each conti-

nent to match the map next 

to her on the rug.   
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Sometimes our observers 

wonder about friendships 

in the classrooms, and 

why a child might be seen 

working alone with a ma-

terial. Our youngest stu-

dents typically engage in  

developmentally appropri-

ate “solitary play,” at a time when they are complete-

ly engrossed in working independently and are not 

typically interested in other students. This is one rea-

son they enjoy the Montessori practical life activities 

so much, as this work enables a student to refine her 

fine-motor control while completely absorbed in an 

activity, sometimes for an extended period. The next 

developmental stage is called “onlooker play,” when 

a child begins to notice and observe others around 

him. In this stage the child intently watches an older 

classmate, soaking up new information. The third 

stage is “parallel play,” in which two children may be 

working with separate activities, beside each other 

but not together. The fourth stage is “associative 

play,” where two students may work on something 

together, but in a loosely organized way. In 

“cooperative play” students work together to 

achieve a common goal, such as laying out a bead 

chain and skip-counting the beads. All these stages 

usually occur in the first plane of development, at 

the primary level. The second plane of development 

takes place during ages six through twelve. Students 

in the second plane begin to show a genuine interest 

in making friends, learning how to form friendships 

and navigate social situations.  

 

Above, Coen Kinsella asks Evergreen friend 

Safina Ahmed for assistance with the long 

bead chain. Left, Cedar Classroom’s Mia 

Enders, Grace Chao, and Wadaana Ahmed 

work together writing a story. These children are 

in the second plane of development, in Lower 

Elementary.     



 

(continued from page 1) foundation for life! The rich 

prepared environments in our cottages and classrooms 

ensure that everything your child comes into contact 

with facilitates and maximizes independent learning 

and exploration.  

The early years include what Dr. Montessori called 

“sensitive periods” for growth and development in 

specific areas for each child. In our calm, well-

ordered environments, full of movement and intellec-

tual activity, children are free to work with the learn-

ing materials of their own choosing, at their own pace. 

Your child experiences a combination of freedom and 

self-discipline, guided by teachers and the environ-

ment. Each child’s young brain absorbs new, develop-

mentally appropriate information that is critical to the 

formation of active neural pathways.  
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Window is published by the Montessori School of 

Syracuse five times per year unless otherwise 

noted. Contributors to this edition are Tammy 

Panipinto, Chantelle Van Wormer, and Mary 

Lawyer O’Connor. Editing is provided by Kath-

leen Parrish and Kelly Dunn. Comments, ques-

tions, and submissions are welcomed by Mary 

Lawyer O’Connor at msshead@gmail.com. 

Left, Laila Khalil and Arthur Pratts (Oak) en-

gage in “cooperative play,” working to-

gether to fill in the 100 board. Below, Mata 

Mariko (Pine), in the “solitary play” stage, 

works with numbers and counters, an early 

primary math material. 

A Foundation for Life  
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Mari Emmanuel (Willow) recently had a story she wrote included in 

The Super Chronicles, which is published by Jack and Jill of America. 

Eager to share her good fortune, Mari (below) brought a copy to Cedar 

Classroom to read to her friends and present to her former classroom. 

Jack and Jill of America is an organization of mothers with children ages 

2-19, dedicated to nurturing  

future African-American leaders 

by strengthening children 

through leadership development, 

volunteer service, philanthropic 

giving, and civic duty. Mari en-

tered the organization’s nation-

wide writing competition, and 

was one of the writers chosen. 

Mari’s older siblings, Malachi 

(’11) and Mychal Emmanuel 

(’14), are students at Christian 

Brothers Academy. A senior this 

year, Malachi serves as Student 

President of the local Jack and 

Jill of America. 

Alumni and Student News 
Recent MSS graduate Sam Dunn (’16) and 

his sister Kara Dunn (’14) checked in to let 

us know their news. Kara just began high 

school at Fayetteville-Manlius, and Sam 

started seventh grade at Wellwood Middle 

School. They’ve transitioned easily into 

their new schools, enjoying both sports and 

academics. Kara’s favorite class is creative 

writing, and her sport is soccer. This sum-

mer she worked as a counselor-in-training 

for the Manlius Recreation Program. Kara 

continues to write music, another activity 

she loves.  

Sam’s favorite subject is cultural studies. 

He loves all sports and plays soccer for FM. 

He decided to try Spanish this year, really 

getting into the challenge.  

 

Sam and Kara cool off at West Can-

ada Creek in the ADK, where they 

vacationed this summer with their 

parents and younger sister, Maggie 

Dunn, of Cedar Classroom. 

Visiting author Mari in Cedar: Jake Hehl (visiting from FM), 

Sophia Randazzo, Tiernan Kenny, Lauren Fratostitanu, Mari 

Emmanuel, Aiden Michel, Maggie Dunn, Mira Gordon, 

Coralee  Donnelly-Heg; Elias Kinsella, Will Brubaker, Stella 

Urbanski, Spencer Scheu, Anna Chiodi, Aaron Kaufman,  

Emily Vilburn, Ehren Zachery; Grace Chao, Sean Warnock, 

Mya VanWormer, Mia Enders, Wadaana Ahmed, Brandon 

Burch, Max Neville, and Isaac El Bayadi.  
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Our past three alumni focus columns have looked at the professional 

lives of our college graduate alumni, but this issue takes a look at two of 

our graduates soon to be embarking on their college journeys. Jeffrey 

and Tyler Gabriel (’11) attended MSS since their primary (preschool) 

years, and continued their tradition of hard work and academic excel-

lence when they graduated MSS and moved on to middle and high 

school at Jamesville-Dewitt. Jeff, right, and Tyler, below, have been on 

the High Honor Roll their entire high school careers. They are both 

members of JD’s National Honor Society, which recognizes students 

who have an exceptional record in academics and service to their school 

and community.    

Jeffrey, top photo, served as Junior Class Officer at JD. Beginning as a 

Freshman, he has been an award-winning member of the JD Model 

United Nations (MUN), serving as a club officer for three years and as 

Co-President his senior year. Jeff has been elected to serve as chair at many local MUN conferences. He was 

elected by his peers to serve as Under Secretary at the Rochester MUN conference in March and more recently 

elected as Secretary General at the November Hilton MUN conference, also in Rochester. Both conferences 

host over 800 delegates from across New York State. A  swimmer since his time at Montessori, Jeff has com-

peted on the JD varsity team for his four years of high school. He has been a member of JD's State swim team 

for two years in a row, and with three teammates he holds the school record in the 200-m free relay. Jeff is 

planning to study math or chemistry in college and in the long term pursue a law degree. Jeff works summers 

as a lifeguard at Cavalry Country Club.  

Tyler, below, is a founding member and officer of the JD Investment Club, in which students participate in a 

virtual stock market to test research strategies and market trends. He, 

too, has been very involved in MUN since his freshman year, winning 

awards with the organization, and is Co-President with his brother this 

year. MUN members learn about diplomacy, international relations, 

and the United Nations. It involves and teaches research, public speak-

ing, writing, critical thinking skills, teamwork, and leadership. He was 

also elected by his peers to be chair at New York State conferences. 

Tyler is a starter on the JD soccer team, which was 4th runner up in 

New York State in 2013. He is planning to pursue science and engi-

neering in college. Tyler has worked with an MSS parent’s company, 

Hehl Construction, as a construction assistant during his summers.   

Jeff and Tyler are the twin sons of former MSS Marketing Communi-

cations Director Rene Gabriel, who is rightfully very proud of her 

boys!  

 

 



Montessori School of Syracuse 

has three special celebrations 

every year—wonderful traditions 

that we have developed over our 

22-year history and that have 

come to represent who we are. 

December’s Peace Celebration 

celebrates world cultures and tra-

ditions when we learn about fes-

tivals of light at the darkest time 

of the year. The Cultural Cele-

bration in March brings together 

all our classrooms and cottages, 

specials, and special guests for a 

week-long cultural museum and 

day of dance, song, and poetry from all over the world. Our recent Harvest Festival 

is our fall event, the only one that brings together both our elementary and primary 

families at the same time—for food and fun, indoors and out!  

This year the Harvest 

Festival included 

amazing and enticing 

baked goods, pop-

corn and apple cider, 

and chili to sample. 

The Great Chili 

Cook-Off had nine 

entries in vegetarian 

and non-vegetarian  

categories, which 

everyone sampled 

and then voted on. 

Harvest Festival 2016 
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It takes a 

caring 

community 

to raise a 

child that will 

be a whole 

person and a 

contributing 

citizen.  

 

~Jessye 

Norman 

Montessori  

 

 



The winners this year were Justin Gauvin’s vegetari-

an entry, “I Still Can't Believe It's Vegan,” and Jai-

preet Sandu’s “Smokin' Hot Mama.” Each winner 

received a badge and thunderous applause! The Sixth 

Levels sold pumpkins and distributed the popcorn. 

Pumpkin ring toss, the primary playground, a soccer 

game, and face painting were popular, as were the 

clever craft-making choices assembled by Bea 

Gauvin. In fact, volunteer parents, gathered by Tam-

my Panipinto, made the Harvest Festival the great 

success it was!  Thank you to all our volunteers!  

Bringing together our community for these traditional 

celebrations demonstrates for our students what we 

share and value—positive peaceful gatherings with 

our diverse friends at MSS.      
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Clockwise from far left: Chili Cook-Off winner 

Jaipreet Sandhu and her daughters Sarbani 

(Oak) and Savera Sumathi (Birch). Anna Chiodi 

and Emily Vilburn (Cedar) just had their faces 

painted by Christina Wojtowycz (Willow). Juliet 

DePaulis (Maple) has her face painted by Tony 

Carrington, mom of Oscar Cimmet (Maple). 

Chili Cook-Off winner Justin Gauvin, father of 

Brixton Gauvin (Evergreen), poses with Harvest 

Festival organizer Tammy Panipinto. Isaac El Ba-

yadi (Cedar), Sophia Randazzo (Cedar), Aristyn 

Muldoon (former MSS student), Aubrey Jones-

Pike (Willow), and Elias Kinsella (Cedar) review 

the baked goods table.     
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Evergreen students recently had a powerful lesson 

with their teacher, Megan Donnelly-Heg, called 

the “Black Strip,” in which a long strip represents 

the time it took for the earth to cool and life to ar-

rive. At the very end of the strip is a tiny red seg-

ment representing the time humans have been 

here. Part of a Montessori Great Lesson, the Black 

Strip helps children conceptualize the time it took 

for the earth to form compared with the very short 

amount of time humans have lived on the planet. 

Our elementary children are introduced right away 

to large concepts—the largest being the beginning 

of the universe. Learning the “big picture” story of 

the earth and how they fit into it helps to create 

connection and a love of nature in our students, 

another step toward stewardship of the planet.   

Stewardship of the Earth  

Megan Donnelly-Heg presents the Black Strip lesson 

to her Evergreen students in front of our main en-

trance.    


