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twenty-second at MSS! The
brilliant fall weather has afforded many opportunities for
working in the primary gardens, weekly elementary Land
Lab outings, a senior field trip
to Elderberry Pond Farm, and
fantastic (continued on p. 3)
Above, Pine Cottage student Morgan Propst peeks over the top at classmates Finley Kinsella and Auggie Kligerman, sharing the Buddy Bench at
primary recess. Below, Willow students Kaelem Michel, Anna Pedone, Elena
Chiodi, Mazie Neville, Liam Murphy, Sierra Panipinto, Ava Halbritter, and
Neve Gordon take a break on their first Land Lab trip. At the Land Lab, the
students enjoy being outdoors in nature as they learn lessons that tie in with
the science curriculum.
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Scientific Inquiry

Montessori

Mary Lawyer O’Connor, Head of School

Even during the first few
weeks of school, the spirit
of scientific inquiry can be
observed at MSS! Montessori is known for bringing
advanced scientific concepts to our youngest students, from how the world
began to basic zoology,
botany, geology, chemistry, physics, and astronomy.
Montessori lessons and materials encourage exploration of the universe, beginning in primary with lessons in sorting objects as being magnetic or nonmagnetic, living or non-living, plant or animal, vertebrate or invertebrate. Children 3-6 learn the names of
plants and animals and their parts. The parts of a frog
or a horse, the differences between mammals and reptiles, the names of constellations, planets, and types
of clouds, and the sizes of whales are all of interest.
The students in Willow Classroom are studying the
scientific classification of animals. Then they search
the woods, fields, and ponds at the Land Lab for examples of vertebrates and invertebrates, name them,
classify them, and exhibit them to their classmates
before setting them free.
Primary teacher Julia Gordon brought monarch caterpillars to the lobby to welcome the children to school
this fall. Every day the students check the monarch
nets for new chrysalises and eventually butterflies!
Our students are fascinated by the universe and want
to observe, analyze, measure, classify, experiment,
and predict! Dr. Montessori’s love of the natural
world can be seen in every classroom at MSS!
Clockwise from above right: Elodie Michel and
Madilyn Ellis (Maple) categorized vertebrate
animals by their feathers, fur, or scales, drew
them, and then made books of their work. This
categorization and recording of observations

was taking place the second week of school in
September. A benefit of the multi-age classroom is that the children can get right to work
on what they enjoy! Right, on page 3, after
studying scientific classification in the classroom, Aubrey Jones-Pike and Neve Gordon
(Willow) identified the salamander they found
at the Land Lab as belonging to the phylum
Chordata, class Amphibia. Below: Arthur Pratts,
Emma Martin, and Eliana Anderson (Oak) observe a newly emerged monarch butterfly prior
to it taking off for Mexico!

Welcome Back !
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(continued from p. 1) daily recess times.
At primary recess, our new Buddy Bench,
a donation to the school, introduces a fun
way to make friends. If you’re at a loss as
to what to do or with whom to play, or
you’re new or shy, take a seat on the Buddy Bench and someone will come and sit
with you or ask you to join their game. An
anonymous alumni family discovered the
idea at another school and brought it back
to MSS. It is one of many ways we teach
compassion and inclusion! It works! Let us know if Above, Aarushi Ghimire, Malia Gortner, and
you’d like to be part of the program and donate a Grace Dawkins (Oak) on the Buddy Bench.
Buddy Bench to MSS for the elementary recess
yard!

Our Land Laboratory Program began on the first week
of school, with the Willow students heading out to
learn about nature in our 50-acre outdoor classroom.
Our students couldn’t wait to get back to the woods
and fields of Nature’s Classroom to learn about mapping, orienteering, tracking, and biological tie-ins to
the Montessori science curriculum.
When you observe in your child’s primary classroom,
take a look at their lovely gardens. The children have
so many choices outdoors! In addition to watering
plants, sweeping, raking, creating chalk drawings, and
feeding the birds, they can use a wheelbarrow to move
wood, rocks, and other heavy objects about.
Window is published by the Montessori School of Syracuse five times per year unless otherwise noted. Contributors to this edition are Mary Lawyer O’Connor
and Chan Van Wormer. Editing is provided by Kathleen Parrish and Kelly Dunn. Comments, questions,
and submissions are welcomed by Mary Lawyer
O’Connor at msshead@gmail.com.
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Student & Alumni News!

The Dunn Family is spending this school year in
Spain, to work on their Spanish language skills and
learn more about this beautiful country. Left to right
in the photo below, Jared (’12), Ryan (’14), and
Justin (Willow) Dunn are standing in their front yard
in Almuñécar, on the Mediterranean Sea in the south
of Spain, about an hour from Malaga. The family began their Spanish language acquisition journey a few
years ago in Panajachel, Guatemala, where they spent
a year immersed in the culture there. Jared and Ryan
will be returning to Fayetteville-Manlius when they
return next fall, and Justin will be back for his final
year in Willow. This past summer, Jared Dunn was
excited to make his directorial debut at Redhouse,
directing the play Tick Tick Boom. He dedicated the
play in part to his music teacher at MSS, Pat Getz.

Kaelem Michel (Willow), photo above right, gave a
piano recital in early September for family and
friends. He played a classical selection including Berceuse for Clarinet and Piano, with his brother, Aiden
Michel (Cedar), accompanying on clarinet, and one
of his own compositions, Impromptu Op.II. This past
summer, Kaelem participated in Eastman Music
School’s Summer at Keuka, an international camp for
instrumental and voice students who have a passion
for music. He obtained a full CNY AMT and CNY
Arts Inc. grant to support his continuing music education there. Kaelem is also the recipient of a Carrie
Lazarus Fund for Exceptional Talent grant, which
helped his family with the purchase of a new piano.
Kaelem was one of the top three prize winners in the
inaugural Sonatina/Sonata Festival held at Syracuse
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University, and his original Sonatina for Piano and Marimba was performed by professional musicians at the
Counterpoint concert at Cazenovia ArtPark.
Former MSS student Gus Weinstein, photo below with
sister Shelby, is a junior at Ithaca College majoring in
journalism at their Park School. Gus has an avid interest
in sports reporting, analytics, and analysis. He’s an active freelance writer in his spare time, writing lengthy
biographical blog pieces chock full of statistics, supportive web links, video, and comparative metrics. He enjoyed interning this summer in Syracuse at WSTMCNY radio under their sports director. Shelby Weinstein graduated from the University of Rochester in
May with Distinction as a dual major in psychology and
public health. She
lives in Rochester
and works for a joint
University of Rochester and Strong Memorial Hospital nonprofit called Sources
of Strength as a Prevention Specialist.
Sources of Strength
offers
researchbased training to
high school students
state-wide in selfcare,
self-esteem,
and suicide prevention. She also volunteers at Rochester
Planned Parenthood.

Alumni Focus: Carly Getz
We have had a terrific
response to our Alumni
Focus, so we are continuing this issue with a
profile of Carly Patricia Getz. Carly (’03)
graduated from Syracuse University in 2013
with a dual degree in
Public Relations and
Marketing Management.
While at SU, Carly held
several internships and
was active in a variety of student organizations. In
recognition of her community involvement and academic achievement, Carly was selected as one of 35
Remembrance Scholars, an annual scholarship to honor
and remember the 35 students who were killed in the
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 in 1988.
After graduation, Carly moved to Detroit to take a public relations position at Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Michigan.
She
spent
three
years
providing communications counsel to leaders of fifteen clients across business segments, including corporate so-
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cial responsibility, public affairs
and information
technology.
Carly was also
active in Blue
Cross'
Young
Professionals
Network, launching their first reverse mentoring
program
that
took form as a
LinkedIn training
program.
Carly brought LinkedIn into Blue Cross to train 20
young professionals to be trainers for the company. These young professionals trained hundreds of
Blue Cross employees within the first year of the
program, improving the employer brand and connecting generations within the workforce.
Carly is a member of Toastmasters International, a
public speaking and leadership organization. This
spring she competed for the first time, taking first
place at the local level and second in the division.
Carly recently took on a new job on the media relations team at DTE Energy, an energy and energy technology provider for residential
and commercial electric and natural gas.
Outside of work, Carly and her fiancé, Derek
Weed, have been busy fixing up their new home,
planning their upcoming wedding in July, and
spending time with friends and family.
Carly’s proud mom is our own Patricia Choice
Getz, MSS Director of Support Services.
Clockwise from above left: portrait of Carly,
Carly speaking at Toastmasters, and Carly and
Derek in front of their new home in Detroit.
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Support Your Child’s
Learning at Home
What do you do when your child says:

confidence and independence. And their

“My teacher lets me pour my own wa-

ability to care for their possessions will

ter” or “I want to make my own snack

make your life a lot easier!

like I do in my cottage”? You can en-

Older children benefit from order at

courage this interest in independence

home too. Keeping a tidy area right next

and increase their self-esteem at home

to the door—a shelf, a crate, or even a

the same way that our teachers do in

cubby—where backpacks, recorders, Fri-

their classrooms with some of the fol-

day folders, and lunch containers “live,”

lowing guidelines.

will encourage putting things where they

Young children especially like to know

belong. When your student has a con-

where to find their things and where to

sistent place to put things—for example,

return them when done—they have a

when done practicing recorder or doing

dignity, which is

strong sense of order, and this is the

French work—they will know where to

derived from a

time to make use of this natural tenden-

find their materials in the hectic rush out

sense of

cy and maintain an ordered home. Keep-

the door in the morning. Coats, boots,

independence.

ing your child’s things at their height

winter-wear, and water bottles can all

~ Dr. Maria

and within reach will help too—having

have a home right by the door too and be
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a hook they can reach will encourage

ready to grab and go when you are!

hanging their coat up.

These simple changes at home can make

As in the classrooms, having low shelv-

a world of difference. Because

ing for their art supplies and some se-

member of the family has a different

lected toys will make it easier for them

schedule, and operates on a different

to take their things out and or put them

timetable, when the child’s belongings

away. Having just a few materials out at

are always in the same place and are easy

a time and rotating the work in and out

to reach, they will more easily remember

makes them fresh and new when they

and feel responsible for what they need to

reappear after a few months. When your

be successful at school!

Any child who is
self-sufficient,
who can tie his
shoes or dress
himself, reflects
in his job and
sense of
achievement the
image of human

child can easily return toys and tools to
their places, they feel increased self-

each

Westcott Street Fair!
This year there were many different ways to be involved in our neighborhood’s Westcott Street Fair!
Our students were invited to be in the annual parade,
and Willow teacher Sandy Sharp did a Meet-Up to invite our community. Our African Drumming group,
Savannah Juvanis, marched in the parade and then performed at the Street Fair, attracting quite a crowd of
admirers! MSS also hosted a booth with fun crafts!
Clockwise from top right: at our booth, children could make apple sun-catchers while
their parents learned about our school with
Stephanie Schwok and Tammy Panipinto.
Costumed Savannah Juvanis players Connie
Walters, Christian Cain, Aiden Michel, and
Mitchell Rovit (Jordan Cain, not pictured) entertained at the fair. The parade included
about twenty-five Montessori families and
teachers, who had a terrific time!
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MSS is hosting a Free Playgroup every Wednesday in
October and November. If
you have a child 18 months
to three years old, this is a

Montessori
Playgroup

great opportunity for making new friends and practicing social skills! If you have an interested friend or neighbor, bring them along! You will meet other parents with an interest in early childhood education, and learn parenting tips from a trained Montessori teacher who will introduce fun
activities and toys. Bring your child and your questions, such as
“how can I help him be more independent?” or “how much sleep
does she need?” The group will meet every Wednesday in October
and November (except Thanksgiving week), 9:00-11:00 a.m., in
the Cherry Room, our toddler-friendly classroom at MSS.
Left, Maple student Sophie Warner builds a pink tower.

