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Rites of Passage

Multi-aged Montessori

classrooms run in threeyear cycles, culminating
in a third-year Rite of
Passage. Each end-ofcycle tradition at MSS
includes “going out” on
a trip that brings together the increased responsibility and independence that each student has attained at the completion of their three years. The youngest graduates, the Kindergarteners, go to the Land Laboratory in Pompey for the first
time to explore the 50 acres of woods, ponds, and fields. They go on nature hikes,
canoe on the pond, and have a picnic with their teachers. (continued on p. 3)This first
Above: Cedar and Evergreen third-levels and teachers atop Mt. Cascade. Standing, Mitchell Rovit, Jasper Kyle, Brian Durkin, Jane Phillips,
Sierra Panipinto, Marielle Emmanuel, and Jorge Niederhoff;
seated, Megan Donnelly-Heg
and Aristyn Muldoon. Left: Willow students Fayrouz Enany,
Catherine Jean Durkin, Annabel
Davis, Sam Dunn, Parisa Ahmed,
Rachel George, and Antonio
Fernandez-Cosgrove pose with
“President Obama” at the Musee Grevin (waxworks) in Montreal, Canada.
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What About Vitamin “N” ?
Mary Lawyer O’Connor
Head of School
When parents ask, “What is
the most important thing to
do this summer with my
child?” the answer is, “Get

them outdoors!” Special vacation trips to the ocean or
a national park are great ideas, but what can you do on
a daily basis to give them unstructured playtime in nature? Allow them lots of time in your back yard and
local park—anywhere they can develop their senses
and their skills and connections to the natural world. If
you are feeling short on ideas and inspiration, a new

wondering how to get started—with 500 activities, internet resources, and advice. Meanwhile,
here are some activities to get you going:


Lie in the grass and “cloud watch,” or go out
after dark and look at the stars together.



With a guidebook in hand, quietly watch the
birds that come to your feeder.



Provide your child with a magnifying glass, a
bug catcher, binoculars, or an inexpensive
camera to give them tools for exploring and
investigating new “points of interest.”



Make art outdoors with rocks, flowers, sticks,
and leaves, like environmental artist Andrew
Goldsworthy.



Join a citizen science project like Project
Feeder Watch and track birds and plants.



Check out a nature guide to wildflowers,
rocks, birds, or mushrooms from the library.
Search for and identify, then draw or photograph specimens.

book by author Richard Louv is just the thing: Vitamin
N, The Essential Guide to a Nature-Rich Life: 500
Ways to Enrich your Family’s Health and Happiness.
We have recommended Richard Louv to you in the
past, as the author of Last Child in the Woods. His
new book gives very specific ideas to parents who are

There are so many terrific things to do this summer with your child, and the time will fly by.
Take the time to follow their interests in outdoor
discoveries this year!

Poetry

Third-Level Experiences
(continued from p. 1) This first field trip

Porter

off campus prepares them for their

By Aristyn Muldoon, Marielle Emmanuel,
and Sierra Panipinto

monthly Land Lab trips in Elementary.
The third-graders completing their Lower

We stopped there to rest
Has a nice view of Cascade
A great resting spot
Very shorter than Cascade
I like to climb it
I went there with my best
friends
We all got badges
ADK Haiku
By Brian Durkin, Jasper Kyle, Jorge Niederhoff, and Mitchell Rovit

Cascade and Porter
2 awesome 46ers
A wonderful sight
I pass a river
Nature Haiku
By Jasper Kyle

I pass a river
Its clear waters shine brightly
Sleek fish roam about

Elementary years go to the Adirondacks
to climb mountains and rock climb. This
is a big trip away from home with their
teachers, staying for three nights in the
Rock and River Lodge. The sixth-level
Willow graduates spend the year planning their trip to Montreal, where they
visit places they have researched, learn about the art and history of this
historic city, and practice the
French they have been learning
for nine years. This international
trip, in part designed by the students, is a rite of passage that
allows them great independence
and an opportunity to practice

Window is published by the Montessori School of Syracuse five
times per year unless otherwise
noted. Contributors to this edition are Karen Dunn, Nancy
Finch, Sharon Vazquez, Bob
Gates, Mary Lawyer O’Connor,
and Chantelle VanWormer. Editing is provided by Kathleen Parrish and Susan French-Lawyer.
Comments, questions, and submissions are welcomed by Mary
Lawyer
O’Connor
at
msshead@gmail.com.

the many skills that they have
learned over their nine years at
Montessori.
Facing page, top: Jorge Niederhoff, Brian Durkin (Cedar), and
Jasper Kyle (Evergreen) explore the standing water at the top of
Mt. Jo in the Adirondacks. Below: Brian Durkin, Jorge Niederhoff,
Mari Emmanuel, and Sierra Panipinto (Cedar) rest on the trail on
the way up Mt. Porter. This page, photos from the Kindergarten
Land Lab trip: above right, Dylan Kinsella gives a canoe ride to
Pine students Coleman Wimer and Max Neville. Above left, Joye
Lai and Sean Warnock of Birch Cottage study pond life they collected in a bucket, before returning it to the pond.
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GRADUATIONS ’16

Graduation is an important
Rite of Passage at MSS, and
our Kindergarten and sixthgrade ceremonies
are
highly anticipated by both
ages.
Clockwise
from
above left: Our Pine graduates are Brody Novak, Hayden Halbritter, Simone Winkelman, Max Neville, Bridget
Roberts,
Coleman
Wimer, and Jaasim Zaman.
Maple Cottage graduates
are Grace Chao, Isaac El
Bayadi, Silas Kligerman,
Coen Kinsella, Brandon
Burch, James Phillips, Mia
Enders, Sage Shenandoah,

Alia Gordon, Wadaana Ahmed, and Nora Rovit. Sixthgrade graduates are Rachel George, Annabel Davis, Catherine Jean Durkin,
Antonio
FernandezCosgrove, Sam Dunn, Fayrouz Enany, and Parisa Ahmed. Oak Cottage graduates are August Niederhoff,
Mya VanWormer, and Isabelle Benjamin. Birch graduates are Witt Podkaminer,
Lily Sveen, Joye Lai, Pearson
Eckrich, Sean Warnock, and
Vivaan Shah.
Congratulations, Classes of
2016!

Research and Public Speaking

Research and public speaking are two very important skills taught at all ages at MSS. Outstanding examples seen every
year are the Hero Projects by the third levels and the Science Projects in Willow Classroom. Both projects involve extensive research on a hero or chosen science topic, then a presentation is made to classmates and teachers, and in the
case of the Science Projects, to parents. The culmination of the third-level Great Books Program, the Hero Projects provide an opportunity to polish students’ public-speaking skills. Their classmates prove to be an attentive audience, asking informed questions. Learning about the scientific method, Willow students research and present their projects multiple times to their families, peers, teachers, and other guests. One student even shared his presentation with primary
students, who were enthralled!
Clockwise from above left: Sierra Panipinto (Cedar) presents her Martin Luther King Hero Project,
Anna Pedone (Willow) explains her research on cheese, Antonio Fernandez-Cosgrove (Willow)
speaks on his robot presentation, and Jasper Kyle (Evergreen) shares his Hero Project on Bill Gates.
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Spring Recitals
We celebrated spring with three recitals.
Clockwise from below: Wadaana Ahmed and
Sage Shenandoah (Maple) played Orff percussion instruments at the Kindergarten Recital. At the Elementary Recital, Pat Getz led the
entire Willow classroom for a powerful Hakuna
Matata rendition. First-year students presented
an Orff recital for their parents in May. Alina
Plourde conducted the Lower-Elementary students playing recorders at their recital. The recitals demonstrate the high quality of the music program in which all MSS students participate.

New
Arrivals

We are pleased to share new arrivals
with our MSS community!
Cedar classroom teacher Adonia Larson-Moore and her husband, David
Moore, announced the birth of their
baby boy, Thomas Moore, right, on
May 11; he weighed 7 pounds 9 ounces. Cedar students were thrilled to see
the photo of the “Future MSS Student”
from Miss Adonia!

Winslow Della Lessun was born on May 24. The daughter of Gavvy
Teakell of the Primary After Hours Program and Mike Lessum, Winslow, center right, weighed 7 pounds 10 ounces. Congratulations, Gavvy;
we will miss you at MSS!
On February 13 the Ahmed family welcomed Meesha
Jamal Ahmed, bottom right. Big sisters Wadaana (Maple),
Safina (Evergreen), and Parisa (Willow) and parents
Monazza and Jamal are happy to welcome another beautiful baby girl to their family!
Sarah and Tom Hayes are extremely proud of their first
child, Emilia Rose Hayes, as are Emilia’s grandmother,
Nancy Finch, and great-grandmother, Mildred Franklin
Moreland. Born on May 5, Emilia weighed 6 pounds 11
ounces. Nancy, our school’s librarian, is delighted to share
a photo of four generations of Finch women, below!

v
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r.
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Our first UN-Gala...
a Huge Success!

We put together all the ingredients for a
great party—and it was terrific! The
Spring UN-Gala was a perfect mix of
good food, great company, and very engaging entertainment, all for the benefit

of our community! Attendance was the highest ever, with almost 200
people raising $35,000 to go toward our “Fund-A-Wish” desire for a
new school van and additional operating expenses for the school. This
wonderful community-building event is an annual favorite—always a
great party and a good time, and it benefits our students and teachers.
What could be better!? Make your plans now to attend next year’s
Spring Gala!
Clockwise from above: Madge
Brower describes the Battle of
the Auctioneers, featuring Dave
Dunn and Lori Dotterer. Attendees Gareth and Jane Phillips, Raymie Vallelonga, Matthew and Heather Brubaker,
and Rachel and Matthew Vilburn sit back after a great
meal. Enjoying the auction are
Deborah Bliss, Jack lawyer, Angela Murphy, Aaron Bliss, Leslie
Oliver, Pat Getz, and Don Oli-

Alumni Focus: Luke Gianforte
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Each month we feature a graduate of MSS and their continuing journey in the world. We are sure you’ll enjoy learning about these fascinating and unique individuals as much as we have.
Luke Gianforte (’04) graduated from MSS and continued his education in the Cazenovia Public Schools’ middle and high schools. During his high school years, he participated in Project Lead the Way
(PLTW) Engineering, applying engineering, science, math, and technology to solve open-ended problems in a real-world context.
Luke graduated from Cornell University in 2014 with a major in Animal Science and a minor in Agricultural Business. While there, he
participated in the Dairy Fellows Program, learning about dairying's
diversity in New York State, nationally, and internationally. Luke
traveled to California, Italy, and Germany to tour a wide variety of
farms. Now Luke has returned to the Gianforte Farms to apply his skills of business management and familiarity with
new field and processing technology.
Shortly after graduation, in 2015, Luke purchased 350 acres of farmland and increased the acreage of land rented by
Gianforte Farms, doubling the size of his family’s working farmland. Luke was appointed to the USDA’s Farm Service
Agency Committee in 2015. He has given a number of presentations to various farm-related businesses. He presented
Farm Economics and Profitability and Cultivation Techniques to New York Certified Organic (NYCO), a group of organic farmers led by Cornell. He has also presented Organic Farming Practices to the State Fair horticulture judges and
Generational Transfer of Farms and Farm Properties to the NOFA-NY state conference.
Luke and his family farm a total of 600 acres with ten grain crops. They employ cover-cropping, crop-rotation, wildlife
ponds, tree plantations, nutrient management, precision-farming, conservation tillage, grass waterways, and raptor and
pollinator habitat measures—and recently installed a windmill. Luke shared with us that, “It doesn’t matter what you
are growing, conservation practices add value to the land. It’s the land that supports us.”
Gianforte Farms was recently awarded Farm of the Year by the Madison County Soil and Water Conservation District
Board. The award is given to farms that enhance the local environment with conservation and best management practices on the ground. Congratulations to Luke and the entire Gianforte family!

My Upper-Elementary years at MSS gave
me confidence in my unique skills and the
ability to use them in groups as a collaborator and a leader.
~ Luke Gianforte

Clockwise from above: Luke Gianforte maneuvering his tractor, driving a horse-drawn sleigh that he
made for sleigh rides at the Cazenovia Winter Holidays, and with his parents, Judy and Peter Gianforte, on the family farm.

1. Jamesville Dewitt High School juniors Julia Vazquez (’11),
Mariyana Williams VanArsdale (’11), Robert Dotterer
(’11), Tyler Gabriel (’11), and Jeff Gabriel (’11) were recently inducted into the National Honor Society.
2, 3. Caleb and Sophia Randazzo (Willow and Cedar) attend
the dojo at Syracuse Martial Arts Kenkyukai. Sophia received
an orange belt, and Caleb participated in his first karate competition, earning a silver for kata and a bronze in sparring.
4. Anna Weinberger (’03) graduated from Syracuse University this past year with a Master’s degree in Information
Studies. She recently accepted her dream position as a children's’ librarian outside of Houston in Kingwood, Texas.
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5. Peri Cannavo (’14), at left, an eighth-grader at Manlius
Pebble Hill, was selected to play trombone in the Onondaga
All County Middle School Band and the All County Middle School Jazz Band. She received the David S. Bahner
award for outstanding MPH middle school band member. Peri is a member of the MPH girls’ soccer team, which 2
had an undefeated season, and participated on the track
team.

4
3

5. Maja Cannavo (’11), at right, winding up her junior year at
MPH, has been selected as flag bearer at this year’s commencement, an honor given to the junior with the highest GPA, and
was elected to the National Honor Society. Maja has been playing piano as an accompanist with the MPH elementary and
middle school choruses and as a member of the Stan Colella All
Star Band. She is on the varsity track and soccer teams.
6.Adam Oliver (’10) Adam graduated from Manlius Pebble
Hill School. In the fall, he will attend the Honors College at the
University of Maryland on an Army ROTC scholarship. Adam will be majoring in International Business and Arabic.
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7, 8, 9. The musical Ragtime, a spring production at
Redhouse Arts Center, included Jared (’12), Ryan (’14),
and Justin (Willow) Dunn and former MSS student Aggie
Woodbury. Justin played "Little Boy" and Jared and Ryan
were in the ensemble in several different roles (Newsboys,
Policemen, Firemen, Umpire, Clerk).

7
10. The musical White Christmas, performed at Christian
Brothers Academy this April, highlighted singing and tap
dancing by Malachi Emmanuel (’11), second from right. Ellie
Pedone (’15), Lesia Wojtowycz (’15), and former MSS student Olivia Moffa were cast members, and the stage crew included Grace Getman (’12) and former MSS student Olivia
Malvasi. Attending the play were Christina Wojtowycz
(Willow), Mychal Emmanuel (’14), and Marielle Emmanuel
(Cedar).
10. Marielle Louisa Emmanuel, pictured at front, was recently
recognized by the Literary Masterminds Book Contest. Mari’s
story has been selected for publication in the first Jack & Jill of
America’s Children's Anthology. She has been invited to attend
the book signing at the National Conference in California.
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11. Jeffrey Gabriel (’11) and Julia Vazquez (’11), of J-D, and her guest
Malachi Emmanuel (’11), of CBA, attended the Junior Prom Experience
at Jamesville Dewitt High School this spring.

Student & Alumni
News

12. Kathryn Spoelstra (’06) graduated Phi Beta Kappa and summa cum
laude from Fairfield University’s Honors Program, with French and International
Studies honors. She attended the Youth Assembly at the United Nations, a unique
platform created to foster dialogue and generate partnerships between exceptional
youth, UN high officials and staff, the private sector, and civil society.
13. Alex French-Lawyer (’06) graduated summa cum laude from the Saunders
School of Business at Rochester Institute of Technology, receiving a BS in Management Information Systems. He was a member of the Beta Gamma Sigma business honor society. Alex will be working for Klune Industries in Spanish Fork,
Utah.
14. David Oliver (’07) graduated from the United States Military Academy at
West Point in May with dual degrees in International Relations and Economics. He
was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant, and, after traveling in Eastern Europe this
summer, will be stationed at Ft. Carson in Colorado Springs.
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15. Milan Gupta (’11), a junior at CBA, received perfect scores on his SAT math
and writing sections and scored 640 on the third section. He was a member of
Team Onondaga for Math League, comprising the top 30 “mathletes” from CNY,
and he won the Xerox Award for innovation and information technology, given by the University of Rochester. Milan was a member of the CBA varsity
tennis team that won the sectional Class B title.
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16. Lukas Ward (Willow) recently received his red sash in Hung Ga, a form
of Kung Fu, this spring.
17. Max Ward (’11), a junior at MPH, represented his school at sectionals
this year as a member of the tennis team. He also starred in Once on This Island. Max accompanied Maya Cannavo (’11) to MPH’s Junior Prom.
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18. Kat Abrams (’10) showed her art work in the CNY Scholastic Arts 14
Awards exhibit, where she earned a Gold Key for her photo “Raku Heat” and
a Silver Key for her photo “Fairy Dust.” She earned an Honorable Mention
for her oil pastel self-portrait, “Face,” pictured here. Kat is a student at ES-M
Central High School.
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19. Robert Dotterer (’15) and Peter Hatton (’11) are the stars of the J-D
tennis team! They reached the quarterfinals of the New York State Public
High School Athletic Association tournament in June. The boys have been
devoted tennis players for many years.
Twelve current MSS students have qualified to participate in the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth Search, based on their recent scores on the
CTP IV, a rigorous standardized test given to Willow Upper
Elementary students: Aubrey Cooper, Mazie Neville, Leo
Plourde, Ayden Whitted, Christina Wojtowycz, Kaelem
Michel, Liam Murphy, Katie Niederhoff, Anna Pedone, Caleb Randazzo, Lukas Ward, and Sam Dunn. To
qualify for the Talent Search, the student must have scored
95% or higher on a verbal or quantitative reasoning section
of the nationally normed test. The Talent Search, whose purpose is to identify, assess, and recognize the academic abilities of highly able students, is sponsored by the Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth.
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Land Laboratory
Our Land Laboratory in
Pompey is a terrific resource
for MSS! Elementary students visit every week—and
can sign up for our summer
camp experience in June
each year. The students can
explore at the pond, wander
the different woods and
fields, and become more
comfortable in nature.
Danny George, left, makes a wish on dandelion seeds,
and, right, Betty Anderson searches for pond life during
Evergreen Classroom’s “Pond Day.”

