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Summer 

2015 

A window 

on our 

world ~ 2015 

All the MSS stu-

dents and teachers   

celebrated the be-

ginning of spring 

on May Day wear-

ing flower crowns 

and dancing with 

the Bassett Street 

Hounds Morris 

dancers. After a 

very long Central 

New York winter, 

the dancers brought everyone together to share 

celebratory dances traditionally performed to 

banish the dark of winter and welcome in the 

warmth and sun of summer. Morris dancing is 

an ancient tradition from the British Isles that 

has survived and evolved over the course of 

many centuries.   

All Together for May Day 
 

 

Right: Safina Ahmed and Agot 

Leek (Evergreen) wear May 

Crowns they made in art class 

as they watch the May Day 

dancers.   



Greetings and Thanks ...  

architectural, banking, and contracting friends—there are so 

many and they have been dedicated and supportive.   

Greetings and thanks to everyone who has been helpful and 

supportive to our community through all our biblical scourges: 

fires, floods, and pestilence, and yes, we have more than one 

example of each. I see many here tonight who have mopped 

our flooded basement more than once.   

Greetings and thanks to all our volunteers, many of whom 

are here tonight, as well as those from over the past twenty 

years. There are also our super volunteers, who are here for 

every event and continue helping long after graduation. They 

bring tears to my eyes whenever I see them, stacking chairs, 

painting hallways, pulling weeds, hosting, and marketing our 

school—they are here for the long haul, and are always the last 

to leave.  

Greetings and thanks to those financial supporters who we 

don’t see often but are with us every day. I’m talking about 

our friends who give and give generously year after year, be-

cause they value our school’s mission and want to see us con-

tinue for many, many years to come. They are the silent sup-

porters without whom we would not exist.    

our school what it is today. This year our school-wide cultural 

focus is the Americas, and so in honor of our local First Peoples’ 

tradition of sharing gratitude, I would like to share my greetings 

and thanks with you tonight.  

Greetings and thanks to our children and their families, those 

people we are here in service of. Whenever we make a decision at 

MSS, our first consideration is always our students. “Children are 

the hope for the future,” to paraphrase Dr. Montessori, and we are 

honored to provide what we feel is the best learning environment 

for our students—tomorrow’s leaders.    

Greetings and thanks to our Montessori teachers, past and pre-

sent. For every single one, teaching Montessori is their passion, 

not just their profession. They have all made Montessori their call-

ing as it is the best method for guiding children in shaping their 

own learning, gaining independence, and developing their social, 

emotional, and academic gifts.    

Greetings and thanks to all our staff, past and present, who are 

so dedicated to our children. They greet them every day, teach 

specialty subjects, care for them from dawn until dusk, balance 

our books, organize our events and volunteers, market our school, 

make materials, and support our children in every way during the 

school day.    

Greetings and thanks to everyone at our two homes—Temple 

Beth El and our own campus on Waldorf Parkway—and those 

people who made them possible. Our first home for five years was 

Temple Beth El, where we were welcomed, shared space, and 

made many friendships. We will never forget our first home and 

the gift that it was. It was also where we shared the devastating 

experience of the arson fire. After that fire, our community, some 

of whom are here tonight, came together to find our current home. 

They helped us to locate, finance, prepare, and renovate our new 

campus in under three months’ time—an amazing feat.   

Greetings and thanks to all our tireless volunteers, contractors, 

and contractor volunteers, who have over the past fifteen years 

added our driveways, parking lots, curbing, and playgrounds; re-

placed electrical wiring, roofs, plumbing, and lighting; renovated 

our ten buildings for classrooms, residences, music, and offices; 

installed our gym floor; and painted our buildings inside and out. 

They landscaped, built fencing, and paved walkways. They have 

worked on our most recent project, the new Jack and Carol Law-

yer Athletic Field. And thanks to our legal, insurance, landscaping, 

 

 

 

Mary Lawyer O’Connor 

Head of School  
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The following is the 20th Anniver-

sary address given by our Head of 

School at the Annual Spring Gala. 

This year marks our 20th anniver-

sary at the Montessori School of 

Syracuse. It is a year to celebrate 

our gratitude for all those people 

who have worked so hard to make 



 ...for our First 20 years!  
In closing, greetings and thanks to our entire community, 

whether you are a parent or grandparent, student or graduate, a 

vendor or volunteer, a trustee or supporter, a teacher or adminis-

trator. Community is what we are all about—our relationships 

formed at MSS are life-long, and are what bring us together to 

celebrate our first twenty years.    
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Greetings and thanks to our trustees, who give us their time, 

talent, and treasure. Our past and current trustees each served for 

many years, working for your children. They are silent supporters, 

who give back without recognition or compensation because of 

their belief in MSS.  

Greetings and thanks to my parents, who fall into almost all the 

above categories. Jack and Carol Lawyer are MSS grandparents, 

teachers, and trustees. They have run facilities projects, created 

curriculum and programming, volunteered endlessly, and have 

made many generous loans and donations to our school. They are 

grounded in Montessori—and put our school community first.   

Greetings and thanks to my partners, Susan French-Lawyer and 

Patricia Choice Getz. We started this community in 1995—twenty 

years ago—and we could not have done it without each other. We 

three bring very different gifts to our school, and over the years 

we have not only “job shared” by covering for each other during 

emergencies, we have also “shared jobs,” in that we have all done 

each other’s jobs at one time or another. We are constantly learn-

ing from one another, and from our community.   

Pat is my best friend, and has been for twenty-three years, since 

our three-year-olds began school. She is not only a master teacher, 

she is also expert in providing support for and educating parents 

and teachers about their children. She is a very bright, deeply intu-

itive, and caring professional who knows and loves every student 

at MSS.   

Susan is my sister-in-law, and we have been great friends since 

[my brother] John met her twenty-eight years ago. She is a bril-

liant woman with a quick, strategic mind who engages with every 

parent and educates them about who we are. Susan’s creativity 

and passion for innovation, and her ability to decipher any legal 

document, are what keep us on the cutting edge as a business. We 

are thankful for the opportunity to come to work each day, in jobs 

we created and enjoy—the work of leading this community.   

Greetings and thanks to everyone who worked so hard to make 

this Spring Gala possible. Many more hours than you can imagine 

go into making this party so much fun, and such a gift to our com-

munity.     

Clockwise from upper left: MSS grandparent Pe-

ter Michel, trustee Michael Kalet, alumni parent 

Gary Weinstein, alumni parent Jack Melton, and 

former MSS student David Safran; MSS and alumni 

parents John Sveen and Karen Dunn; alumni Kel-

sey O’Connor (’03) and David Safran; former MSS 

student Isabella Melton and her dad, Jack Mel-

ton; and MSS alumni parent Pat Getz and alumni 

and current parent Angela Murphy. All images 

courtesy of Dr. Marc Safran, alumni parent, oph-

thalmologist, and photographer.   
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Jason Cavanaugh 

(’14) recently per-

formed in Leonard 

Andrea Auer (’09), an 

MSS and recent CBA 

graduate, plans to attend 

Nazareth College’s Occu-

pational Therapy Pro-

gram. At CBA, Andrea 

made Honor Roll, was a 

member of the National 

Honor Society, and served 

as a Peer Minister. She 

  THREE-TIME GOLD MEDALIST  
Teen Choir and in Cho-

rale at his school. He 

has sung and acted in 

many leading and sup-

porting roles in local 

musicals, as well as at 

MSS. Jason is pictured 

below left with Pat 

Getz, his music teacher 

at MSS, and at right as 

Sid in Tom Sawyer.    

Kaelem Michel 

(Willow) recently 

competed in the  Son-

atina/Sonata Festival 

at the Crouse College 

of Syracuse Universi-

ty. He won High Hon-

ors in the Sonatina Division. Kaelem is pictured above 

left with his piano teacher, Mrs. DeAngelis.  

We are proud of our MSS graduates attending Chris-

tian Brothers Academy who continue to excel aca-

demically! On the High Honor Roll for 2014-2015 

were: Greg Maziuk (’08), Grace Getman (’12), Elis-

sa Kempisty (’12), Marcea Bond (’13), Natalie 

Stopyra (’13), and Sara Vertino (’13). The Honor 

Roll included Andrea Auer (’09), Nate Brower 

(’10),  Ben Stevens (’12), Quin Kenny (’13), and 

Mychal Emmanuel (’14).  

has participated in jazz, ballet, point, and modern dance. 

She is a triple gold medalist in moves in field, ice 

dance, and Canadian ice dance and has competed in the 

Empire State Games. Having taught skating for three 

years, Andrea plans to continue teaching and coaching.  

Andrea most recently participated in the Annual Skating 

Club Show, Lights, Action, Dance, with her sister, fel-

low skater and MSS graduate Martina Auer (’12) 

Bernstein’s Mass at the Trinity Concert Series as the Boy 

Soprano, with former MSS parent Laura Enslin, Soprano. 

A seventh grader at Eagle Hill Middle School, Jason is a 

member of the Onondaga Junior High All County Chorus 

SAWYER 

STAR 

AND BOY 

SOPRANO 

SONATINA 

HIGH 

HONORS 

CBA HONOR ROLL STUDENTS   
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Four of our alumni were part of the award-winning 

production of Cabaret, put on this spring by the MPH 

Performing Arts Department. Kathryn Kovarik (’10) 

played a beautiful violin solo in the pit orchestera, 

which included Joseph Spoelstra (’11) on alto tenor 

and Maja Cannavo (’11) on keyboard. Since graduat-

ing from MSS, Maja has added new instruments to 

recorder and piano and now plays accordion, steel gui-

tar, celeste, and glockenspiel. Rachel Lieblein-

Jurbala (’09) performed as “Frenchie” in this produc-

tion of Cabaret, her last at MPH. Rachel graduated 

this spring and will continue her studies at Connecticut 

College this fall.  

 Alumni and Student News 

The talented Dunn 

brothers have been 

very busy on stage 

this spring, most re-

cently in Seussical: 

The Musical at the 

Redhouse. Jared 

Dunn (’12), left, 

played a jungle crea-

ture, Vlad Vla-

dikoff, and oth-

er roles;  broth-

er Ryan (’14), 

at right, was 

Max the dog, 

and Justin 

(Evergreen), 

above  right, 

played a cadet, 

a young kanga-

roo, and other 

roles. The Dunn 

boys have 

been in other 

Redhouse 

productions, 

including A 

Year with 

Frog  & 

Toad, Tar-

zan, and The 

Sound of 

Music Experience. One or more of them have ap-

peared in productions of Syracuse Stage, Appleseed 

Productions, and the Syracuse Shakespeare Festival.   

We are pleased that eight MSS students have quali-

fied to participate in the Johns Hopkins Center for 

Talented Youth (CTY) Search based on their recent 

scores on the CTP IV (ERBs), a rigorous standard-

ized test given each year to the Willow Upper Ele-

mentary students. The following students are nomi-

nated as Johns Hopkins candidates based on their 

2015 scores: Parisa Ahmed, Sam Dunn, Fayrouz 

Enany, Katie Niederhoff, Ellie Pedone, Xavier 

Plourde, Caleb Randazzo, and Lukas Ward. 

To qualify for the CTY Search, students must have 

scored 95% or higher on a verbal or quantitative rea-

soning section of a nationally normed test. The pur-

pose of the Search is to identify, assess, and recog-

nize the academic abilities of highly able students. 

These students will have the opportunity to take the 

SCAT test, which is equivalent to three grades high-

er.  They will receive a certificate and invitations to 

annual Discovery Series events, museums, and sci-

ence centers, and other fine benefits. 

Students scoring high on the SCAT will receive an 

Award for High Honors and recognition at the State 

Awards. Xavier Plourde (Willow) recently earned 

High Honors for his qualifying mathematical scores 

on the SCAT taken in November.   

         LIFE IS A CABARET  

SEUSSICAL 

DUNNS 

JOHNS HOPKINS CANDIDATES  
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 A local music teacher ... 

By Deborah Cavanagh  

This article was originally published in the May Issue 

of Family Times Magazine.  

Great teachers come in many varieties. But a quality 

they all share is the ability to recognize and bring out 

the best in their students, even students whose 

strengths are hidden.  

In this column, in honor of Teacher Appreciation Day 

on May 5, I wanted to talk about a teacher who has 

meant a lot to my son and other students at the Mon-

tessori School of Syracuse. 

Patricia Getz is the elementary music teacher and di-

rector of support services at the school. She is one of 

three women who started the Montessori Learning 

Center in 1995, which became the Montessori School 

of Syracuse in 2002. 

Her talent is the ability to find the individual musical 

gift a child has, and the patience and kindness to bring 

it forth and allow it to grow. 

“So often, children fall into categories at too young an 

age: musical, artistic, athletic, brainy. Mrs. Getz 

draws all students into music, even the tone deaf or 

the dancers with two left feet,” says Madge Brower, 

mother of Nate Brower (’10 ), who was a student of 

Mrs. Getz’s. 

The spring concert at the Montessori School of Syra-

cuse features graduating students, who are at the sixth 

level. Each student performs a solo. One year, midway 

through the event, Patricia Getz took the microphone to 

introduce the next performer, someone who loved to sing 

but was challenged with matching pitch. She described 

how they had worked together on rhythm, breath control, 

and sound production prior to this moment, and then 

Nate Brower took the microphone and performed “The 

Lion Sleeps Tonight.” 

“I think another music teacher wouldn’t have given me 

chances to sing and perform,” Nate said. At Montessori, 

“I was always encouraged to play my recorder and sing. I 

genuinely thought I was talented!” 

Performance itself is only a small part of the process. Pat 

Getz teaches the children empathy, teamwork, responsi-

bility and bravery. 

Kara Dunn (’14) remembers being very excited the day 

she was handed her recorder. Playing the recorder is an 

integral part of her school music program. Starting in 

first grade, students are given the instrument and partici-

pate in group lessons. 

The first song is “Hot Cross Buns.” After the students 

master it, they are introduced to more intricate songs. 

Kara’s brain quickly picked up the music and notes of the 

new songs, but her fingers had trouble keeping pace. She 

began feeling self-conscious playing with her classmates. 

So Kara and her parents went to Mrs. Getz for help. The 

music teacher scheduled private and small-group lessons 

after school for Kara and a few of her friends. 

 

In this photo by Michael Davis, Patricia Getz 

works with Westley Zachery, Sharif Bey, and An-

tonio Fernandez-Cosgrove (Willow).  



At lower left, Lesia 

Wojtowycz and Ellie Pe-

done (Willow) played  

recorder in the Annual 

Spring Recital. At right, 

Fayrouz Enany, Sam 

Dunn, Zavier Plourde, 

Westley Zachery, Sharif 

Bey, Peter Hatton, Lesia 

Wojtowycz, Parisa Ah-

med, Antonio Fernan-

dez-Cosgrove, and Ra-

chel George (all of Wil-

low) sang and per-

formed at the Recital.  

 

... makes a difference in kids’ lives 

Over time, Kara gained confidence in her playing and 

earned a solo in the group concert. What’s more, 

Kara’s struggles showed her how some first-graders 

might feel when they were first introduced to the re-

corder. And her ability, empathy, and patience made 

her a perfect choice to be a peer mentor. This gave her 

more joy than playing the recorder for herself. 

My own son, Jason Cavanaugh (’14), was not a nat-

ural performer at first. My husband, Brian, and I were 

often told in parent-teacher conferences a variation 

on: “Jason chooses not to sing during circle time. It 

appears singing isn’t his thing.” 

But one day in the fall of his fourth-grade year, he 

came home from school and announced he was audi-

tioning for a singing and speaking part in the upcom-

ing school play. 

We had never heard our son sing. Sure, he goofed 

around and made silly noises, but neither of us had 

ever heard him actually attempt to carry a tune. We 

emailed the music teacher to find out if this was truly 

happening. She replied, “I think he would do a very 

nice job with this part.” 

The curriculum in his upper-elementary classroom 

includes a theater workshop component in which all 

students participate. They take part in every aspect of 

putting on a stage production, including audition-

ing, costume design, set production, acting, chore-

ography, and singing. 

“My teacher made everything look like so much fun 

that I just decided to give it a try,” Jason recalled. 

“Once I did, the encouragement I received made me 

feel comfortable enough to keep auditioning for 

other parts in shows and performances, in school 

and out.” 

Pat Getz understands that learning to overcome 

their fears and improve their performance skills will 

stand her students in good stead well beyond their 

years at her school. 

Her joy in her students’ achievement is evident 

when you watch her watching them. And her sup-

port doesn’t end when her students move on from 

Montessori. She attends concerts, plays, and perfor-

mances of former students, always getting a picture 

after the show and giving them a big hug. They are 

happy she gets to see the next step of what she start-

ed. 

MSS alumni parent Deborah Cavanagh lives in 

Manlius with her husband and two children. She 

has written for local organizations supporting chil-

dren and adults with special needs. 



Composer Carl Orff invented the instruments we use 

with our Kindergarten and First-Level students. Easy 

to play and beautiful sounding, they are wonderful first 

instruments for children to explore. Orff instruments 

include xylophones, metallophones, and glockenspiels 

in three different sizes. Our students take the songs and 

music concepts they have been studying in their class-

rooms and apply them to playing Orff instruments with 

Ms. Alina. They learn to produce beautiful sounds, to 

find high and low notes, to find specific notes in a 

song, to play melodies and accompaniment patterns, 

and, most recently, to play in a group and perform at a 

recital! 

Page  8    Three RECITALS !  

This spring we were treated to 

three recitals: Kindergarten-

ers on Orff Instruments, First 

Levels on Orff instruments, 

and Lower and Upper Ele-

mentary students with voice 

and recorder. Music teachers 

Pat Getz and Alina Plourde 

guide our students in the pur-

suit of musical excellence and 

enjoyment of music!    

  3 RECITALS !  
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First-Level students have spent the 

entire year immersed in the Orff in-

struments. They have been playing  

multiple parts, created group poems 

and set them to music, and experi-

mented with improvising music. 

They have worked on singing skills 

and reading music as preparation for 

learning recorder next year. 

At our Elementary Recital, the Se-

cond- and Third-Level recorder stu-

dents, led by Alina Plourde, per-

formed jazz, folk, and an original 

composition. They have worked to 

create beautiful sounds, use good 

intonation, keep rhythm, and impro-

vise short jazz solos. 

The Upper Elementary students, led 

by Patricia Getz, played not only 

soprano recorders, but also had the 

opportunity to learn the garklein, 

sopranino, alto, tenor, or bass recorder. All participated in a large musi-

cal ensemble and played from a recorder score with  three to four parts. 

Some of the secondary instruments require an entirely new fingering 

system—quite a challenge. The students also played American folk 

tunes, which tied into their cultural studies of the Americas.   

This year there was a focus on vocal and instrumental jazz, with students 

performing a medley of four recorder jazz pieces. In addition, the group 

sang vocal jazz favorites “Basin Street Blues” and “Choo Choo Ch’ 

Boogie” and put on a dramatic improvisation, “The Diamond is Stolen!”   

Some of our older students performed either vocal or piano solos. The  

Upper-Level music curriculum is performance-based, with many oppor-

tunities to share the joy of music-making. There is no doubt our students 

love to perform  and share their musical talents with others! 

Clockwise from above left: Alina Plourde leads 6-9 students in re-

corder; Yug Sonawane (Birch) plays an Orff instrument at the Kin-

dergarten Recital; Hazel Pratts and Aaron Kaufman (Birch) play 

together at the Kindergarten Recital; Willow students Elena Chi-

odi and Anna Pedone sing at the Elementary Recital; the 6-9 Re-

corder Ensemble entertains at the Elementary Recital, including 

(first row) Mari Emmanuel, Aristyn Muldoon, (second row) Ava 

Halbritter, Justin Dunn, Ocean Norwood, Aubrey Cooper, and 

Mitchell Rovit; and Leo Plourde and Jordan Cain play recorders.        



 

ple Cottage: (back row) 

Forest Norwood, Ehren 

Zachery, (in front) Lilah 

Temes, Lily Beale-Gleason, 

and J.J. Osendah. Left, the 

Birch Cottage Class of 2015: 

Hazel Pratts, Aaron Kauf-

man, Will Brubaker, Ireland 

Saucier, Stella Urbanski, 

Emily Vilburn, and Yug 

Sonawane.  

Montessori Rites of Passage  

Right, Pine Cottage Kindergarten Class of 

2015: Eliot ElBayadi, Khalid Alsaeed, Ezra 

Kligerman, and Caitlyn Coryell.  

Above left, the Oak Cottage Class of 2015: (back row) Brixton Gauvin, Anna Chiodi, Spencer Scheu, 

(in front) Ben Ruckdeschel, Siri Brubaker, and Elias Kinsella.  Above right, the 2015 graduates of Ma-

At the end of every three-year cycle at MSS there are 

special Rites of Passage in which the students celebrate 

their leadership years. The Kindergartners, Third 

Graders, and Sixth Graders marked their third year 

with graduation ceremonies, leadership trips, recitals, 

parties, and picnics!   
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Parrish and Susan French-Lawyer. Comments, questions, and 
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msshead@gmail.com. 

Page  11 Montessori Rites of Passage  
Congratulations to the Sixth Grade 

MSS graduates of 2015, right: (back 

row) Xavier Plourde, Peter Hat-

ton, Ellie Pedone, Lesia 

Wojtowycz, (front row) Olivia Da-

vis, Westley Zachery, and Sharif 

Bey.   

The Lower Elementary trip to the 

Adirondack Mountains included the 

Third Levels from Evergreen and 

Cedar classrooms. Shown below are 

guides Brian Durkin, Zak Randazzo, 

Julia Gordon, Jane Phillips, and Ka-

ren Dunn and students Mazie Neville, 

Quinn Wimer, Agot Leek, Ocean Nor-

wood, guide Jack Lawyer, Leo Plourde, 

Justin Dunn, Jordan Cain, Aubrey 

Cooper, Neve Gordon, Ava Halbritter, and 

Noelle Davis. Many mountains were hiked 
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Together for May Day, on our 20th  

Above: Jasper Kyle and 

Justin Dunn (Evergreen) 

enjoy the May Day festivi-

ties. Right: students gather 

outside to watch the Mor-

ris dancers. 


