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The First Class!  
In the fall of 1995 we opened our school with just seven elementary 

students. Two more quickly joined them. This multi-aged 6-9-year-

old class came from a diverse group of families who shared a passion 

for high-quality education and a solid understanding of the Montesso-

ri teaching method. Most of those first (continued on p. 4)   

From top left: Joanna Palmer, Colin O’Connor, Heidi Rose Getz,  

Peter Montgomery, and Nicole Krenitsky. Above, class photo, 

rear: Charles Marlowe Cremedas, Sam Weisenthal, Peter Mont-

gomery, Colin O’Connor, Heidi Rose Getz, and Madison Cy-

phers. Front row: Sean Ryan, Nicole Krenitsky, and Joanna 

Palmer. All images from 1995-1996    



Teaching Peace for 20 Years  
 

spect and understand the cultures and traditions of 

our neighbors around the world. From their first days 

at MSS they learn how to resolve conflicts with 

words, sharing a peace rose or circulating a talking 

stick. They graduate able to facilitate conflict resolu-

tion, to assert themselves, and to listen respectfully  

to others.  
 

As you look through this Special Collectors’ Edition 

of Window, you will read about the students from 

our very first class and how this small group of un-

der-30-year-olds is already doing wonderful and 

amazing things to contribute to our world. You’ll 

also see 18 years of our graduating classes, begin-

ning with single graduate, Dustin Getz, in 1998, to a 

total of over 100 graduates by this anniversary year. 

You’ll read about the record attendance at the stu-

dent and parent alumni reunion. And you’ll see the 

beautiful images of our community sharing world-

wide celebrations of light.     

A primary focus of Maria 

Montessori was teaching 

peace. She was nominated 

for the Nobel Peace Prize 

three times, and one of her most important publica-

tions was Education and Peace. Dr. Montessori saw 

the education of children as sowing seeds for peace, 

with her students ultimately having the ability to 

change the world by making it more peaceful. As we 

celebrate our 20th anniversary at MSS, our commu-

nity can look back with pride at our legacy of teach-

ing peace. Since 1996, our annual Peace Celebration 

has been symbolic of how we have always put this 

focus of our celebrations and curriculum at the fore-

front of everything we do. Our students learn to re-

 

 

 

Window is published by the Montessori  School 
of  Syracuse five times per year unless other-
wise noted. Contributors to this edition are 
Nancy Finch, Bob Gates, Jenna Hodges Harri-
son, and Mary Lawyer O’Connor. Editing is 
provided by Kathleen Parrish and Susan 
French-Lawyer. Comments, questions, and 
submissions are welcomed by Mary Lawyer 
O’Connor at msshead@gmail.com. 

Mary Lawyer O’Connor 

Head of School  

Birch Cottage students and parents at 

this year’s Peace Celebration, left to 

right: Stella Urbanski, Holly Donnelly-

Heg, Sean Warnock, Aaron Kaufman, 

and Ireland Saucier.  
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 New Arrival, Student and Alumni News  

New Arrival!  

 

Maple Cottage teacher Julie Mar-

tin and her husband, Jimmy, wel-

comed a new addition to their 

family, Isaac William Martin, 

born November 11, 2014, weigh-

ing 9 lb 5 oz. The photo shows 

Isaac’s big sister, Emma, holding 

him soon after his arrival.  

Julie Weinberger Martin has been 

part of our MSS community for 

almost 12 years! Julie started 

teaching in our summer program 

while she was in college, then she  

completed her Masters in Montes-

sori Teaching at Loyola Universi-

ty in Maryland, and then began 

working full-time in Maple Cot-

tage, where she is now Head 

Teacher. We are proud to say that 

Julie is one of our Master Teach-

ers. We congratulate the Martin 

family on the birth of Isaac!    

Violinist to Solo  

Kathryn Kovarik (’10), a junior  at 

Manlius Pebble Hill School, recently 

participated in the Onondaga Civic 

Orchestra Concerto Competition 

playing the violin. This event brings 

together students who play a variety 

of instruments. Kathryn, performing 

Symphonie Espagnole, Op. 21, by 

Eduard Lalo, won the competition, 

along with the opportunity to solo 

with the Onondaga Civic Symphony 

Orchestra. Congratulations, Kathryn!     

Thespians all  

Nat Dunn and his three sons have always been very involved in the 

theatre, but 2014 was a record for them! Ryan (’14) played Geppetto 

in the MSS production of My Son Pinocchio. Nat and Jared (’12) were 

Billy and Billy, Jr., in the Appleseed Production of On Golden Pond. 

All the boys—Jared, Ryan, and Justin (Evergreen)—appeared in A 

Year with Frog and Toad at the Redhouse and in a Redhouse summer 

traveling production of Tarzan, in which Justin starred as young Tar-

zan. Congratulations on a great year in the spotlight!    

Thoughts about Land Lab & Outdoor Education  

 

 

An MSS parent recently let us know:  “how much we appreciate the outdoor curriculum 

built into the Montessori education. We were talking recently with friends who have 

children that don't get recess in elementary grades because of "teaching to the 

core" and eagerly shared the wonderful outdoor learning experiences that Montes-

sori offers…  . As we head into winter, I'm especially grateful for the time to fill young 

lungs with fresh air when we spend so much time indoors.”                                       

               ~Current Elementary Parent 
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(Continued from page 1) MSS students had attended the Kyn-

da Montessori School for their primary years, and their fami-

lies were clear that the method that promoted the independ-

ence of the child and encouraged their natural love of learn-

ing was a good fit. Those families took a “leap of faith” by 

choosing MSS for their children, and we are pleased to report 

what our “first” students are doing twenty years later!  They 

range in age from 25 to 27 years old, and their passions and 

interests are wide-ranging.  

Heidi Getz—Heidi is a second-year PhD candidate in psy-

cholinguistics at Georgetown University in Washington, DC. 

She studies how people learn spoken and signed languages 

and how language is processed by the brain. Her doctoral re-

search focuses on understanding why children are better than 

adults at learning languages. Heidi graduated from MSS, at-

tended CBA, and went on to Georgetown to study French and 

linguistics while working as a research assistant at the Brain 

and Language Laboratory on Georgetown's medical campus. 

She spent her junior year studying abroad in Brussels, Bel-

gium, at l'Université Libre de Bruxelles, where she met her 

boyfriend, Andy. After graduation, she worked full-time for 

several years as a research assistant at the Center for Aphasia 

Research and Rehabilitation before returning to Georgetown 

for her doctoral studies. Heidi and Andy live in Arlington, 

VA.  Below is a current picture of Heidi and one taken when 

she was first at MSS. Photos below are of Heidi and her brain 

scan!   

The First Class!  
Peter Montgomery—After MSS, Peter went on to Man-

lius Pebble Hill School and then to Tufts University, 

where he majored in Chinese and international affairs, and 

studied abroad in China and Japan. At Tufts he also stud-



 

The First Class!  
Page  5 

ied robotics and en-

gineering, and since 

graduation has 

worked in the emerg-

ing 3D printing in-

dustry. As Peter says, 

“ … I am very fortu-

nate in that my hob-

by really is 3D printing.” He works for CADimensions in 

Syracuse, a company that supports 3D printers and CAD 

design software across New York and Pennsylvania.  Peter 

is currently living in the Syracuse area, where he enjoys 

target shooting and swimming. Peter is pictured at left with 

his sister, Anna, at her graduation and by himself in 2nd 

grade.  

Nicole Krenitsky—After MSS, Nicole, pictured 

above, attended CBA, then Vassar College, major-

ing in science, technology, and society, with a focus 

on public health and the social determinants of 

health. While at Vassar she studied Italian in Siena, 

Italy, and also spent time in Haiti and Uganda with 

the Vassar Global Health Haiti Initiative and the 

Vassar Uganda Project. After graduation from Vas-

sar, Nicole accepted a position as the Managing Di-

rector of FACE AIDS, a nonprofit dedicated to 

building the next generation of leaders in global 

health in San Francisco. Last fall, Nicole began 

medical school at Yale School of Medicine. She also 

works as Executive Co-Director of HAVEN Free 

Clinic.  The student-run free clinic provides primary 

care and social support to the underserved in New 

Haven, and educates students in team-based commu-

nity health care. Nicole has always been passionate 

about dance. She studied ballet throughout her pre-

school and elementary years and continued to dance 

and perform in the Vassar Repertory Dance Theatre. 

Nicole still finds time to dance with a company 

called Yaledancers, which she notes “has been a 

wonderful creative outlet amidst all the science.”  

 

Joanna Palmer—Joanna recently completed her second 

master’s degree at Georgetown University, but this life-

long learner began her studies with Montessori. She at-

tended elementary at MSS and completed high school at 

Manlius Pebble Hill School. She began her college career 

at Williams College, majoring in history and international 

studies, and then received a Master’s in Public Admin-

istration from Syracuse University’s Maxwell School. Jo-

anna took a position as the Program Manager for the Near 

East Foundation, where she wrote 

grants for government and private 

foundations, managed communica-

tions and development, and collab-

orated with colleagues in design-

ing and implementing a strategic 

development plan. Joanna has also 

worked as a management consult-

https://www.linkedin.com/edu/school?id=21167&trk=prof-edu-school-name
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?title=Program+Manager&trk=prof-exp-title
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1253016?trk=prof-exp-company-name
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1253016?trk=prof-exp-company-name
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ant at Grant Thornton LLP in 

Washington, DC. Since she 

completed her Master of Arts 

in Comparative History at 

Georgetown, Joanna is now a 

freelance writer. She volun-

teers her time doing animal 

rescue and teaching ESL to 

adult immigrants for a local 

nonprofit. She and her fiancé, Chris, live in DC and are 

planning their wedding for spring of 2015.  
 

Colin Bryan O'Connor — After graduating from MSS, 

Colin attended Manlius Pebble Hill School, then majored 

in illustration and animation at Maryland Institute College 

of Art in Baltimore. Colin  has followed the passions he 

had as a young child—to be both an artist and an athlete. 

As an athlete, he enjoys hiking, running, long-distance 

and mountain biking, and rock climbing. He has traveled 

across the US, Europe, and Canada, climbing and bik-

ing. After college graduation, Colin began working as a 

climbing wall systems builder, route setter, and artistic 

consultant internationally for Nicros Inc., based in Minne-

apolis. He is one of the builders of the recently completed 

Vertical Endeavors Climbing Gym in Chicago, the largest 

indoor climbing gym in the world, where he and a col-

league replicated the Half Dome climbing experience in-

doors. As an artist, Colin does free-lance illustration and pho-

tography for organizations and publications, with illustrations 

and covers most recently appearing in the book Adirondack 

Rock. After returning recently from a two-month climbing 

trip to Italy and Greece, Colin brought his images to MSS to 

share with the students of Evergreen and Cedar. When not 

traveling, Colin lives with his partner, Emi MacCleod, in 

Baltimore and Syracuse (pictured left).    
 

Sam Weisenthal—Sam graduated from Hamilton College in 

2013 with a major in math and a minor in biology. Last sum-

mer, Sam received a National Institutes of Health (NIH) In-

tramural Research Training award, enabling him to work full 

time in a laboratory on the NIH campus in Bethesda, MD. 

NIH awards promote biomedical research on the latest, most 

advanced techniques in the field. Sam stated that the project 

is “… one of the best things I’ve ever done. I really liked self

-directed research—it reminded me of my time at Montesso-

ri!” His project included programming and building software 

that his team named RE3 (radiation exposure extraction en-

gine), which does automatic radiation control for CT scans. It 

can be used for radiation outlier detection and data for large-

scale institutional analysis. He plans to continue the project at 

NIH this summer. Sam began medical school this fall at the 

University of Rochester, joining his brother, MSS alum Ben 

Weisenthal, who is in his four th year  of medical school 

there.  The photo 

of Sam below is 

from his white 

coat ceremony at 

the University of 

Rochester. 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/2432?trk=prof-exp-company-name
https://www.linkedin.com/edu/fos?id=100453&trk=prof-edu-field_of_study
https://www.linkedin.com/edu/school?id=18062&trk=prof-edu-school-name
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The First Class!  
Madison Cyphers Romanyshyn—When we first touched 

base with Madison, she had just gotten married (September 

27), the first student of our first class at MSS to do so! Mad-

ison attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill, majoring in business administration with a concentra-

tion in marketing. Settled in Charlotte, NC, she works for 

Premier Healthcare Alliance, a purchasing organization for 

hospital systems nationwide. She does contract marketing 

for both pediatric and radiation oncology products and ser-

vices. Because of her work and interest in healthcare, Madi-

son volunteers at her local hospital's pediatric cancer center 

and works with the March of Dimes, fundraising to end 

premature birth, birth defects, and infant mortality. Madison 

and her husband, Jason, both shown below, enjoy spending 

time with her parents, who moved from CNY to Charlotte 

last year.  

Charles Marlowe Cremedas 

Charles joined MSS for ele-

mentary, then attended the FM 

schools. As a child, Charles 

took classical piano lessons, 

and he says, “I was very fortu-

nate to have been given piano 

lessons at a very young age...   

my parents were always there at my lessons, performanc-

es, and even when I picked up a six-string… .” Charles 

attributes his love of music to his family, and for many 

years after high school, he performed with his band, Voo-

doo Ragdollz, at various venues in the CNY area. The 

band has been part of Relay For Life to benefit cancer 

research, donating all sales of their CD to the organiza-

tion. Charles performs solo in the Syracuse area at venues 

that include Sparky Town, DeWittshire, Turning Stone, 

and Funk and Waffles. He was a finalist in the Singer 

Songwriter Showdown and broadcasts original songs on 

younow.com. Though based in Syracuse, Charles also 

lives in Nashville to further his 

music career. 
 

Sean Ryan — Sean moved to 

Seattle after completing two years 

at MSS. He attended Gonzaga 

University, majoring in psycholo-

gy and competing nationally on 

the men’s varsity crew team. Sean 

is a consultant for Omnicell in the 

Seattle area. This is Sean in 1995.    
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MSS alumni, left to right, top row: Joseph Spoelstra (’11), William Eimas-Dietrich, Luke Tarnow-

Bulatowicz (’10), Colin O’Connor (’01), Jack Brower (’08), Will Brower (’07), Nate Brower (’10), Katlyn 

Abrams (’10), Ireland Fernandez-Cosgrove (’13), Quin Kenny (’13), Jonathan Koss, and Alex French-

Lawyer (’06). Next row standing: Natalie Stopyra (’13), Martina Auer (’12), Anabella Owens (’12), 

Mychal Emmanuel (’14), and Jess Abrams (’14). Seated: Ryan Dunn (’14), Malachi Emmanuel (’11), 

Max Ward (’11), Milan Gupta (’11), Robert Dotterer (’11), Rachel Eimas-Dietrich (’07), Mari Eimas-

Dietrich (’07), Jeremy French-Lawyer (’04), Shelby Weinstein, and Jared Dunn (’12). Front row: 

Frankie Tarnow-Bulatowicz, Taylor Abrams (’14), Connor Hughes (’14), Kara Dunn (’14), Isabella Mel-

ton, Olivia Melton (’08), Andrea Auer (’09), and Kelsey O’Connor (’03). Not in photo but attending 

were Grace Getman (’12), Emily Frazee (’07), Mia Rigney (’04), and Elena Mishko (’04).  

20th 

Anni-

versary 

Parent 

Quote: 

20th Anniversary  Reunion  

 

“Congrats on 20 years of providing so many children with a 

thought-provoking education! I enjoy following the progress of 

the school and on countless occasions credit the Montessori 

method and the nurturing teachers for the foundation for learn-

ing that both my daughters have! My daughter was accepted to 

both Harvard and Yale medical schools, is the student director 

of a health clinic, and continues to dance! All attributed to the 

nurturing she received from Kynda Montessori and Montessori 

School of Syracuse.”                   Thank you! Former MSS Parent  



REUNION 

2014 Above, reviewing their elementary classroom skills, Alex 

French-Lawyer and Jon Koss enjoyed labeling the rivers of 

North America.  Below, alumni parents gathered in Willow 

Classroom to reminisce and share stories about their chil-

dren’s experiences at MSS and beyond. Top row from left: 

Wojtech Bulatowicz, Ted Emmanuel, Nat Dunn, Dave Dunn, 

Gary Stopyra, Melanie Stopyra, Madge Brower, Brenda 

Abrams, Karl Hughes, Rene Gabriel, Patricia Getz, and Bill 

Brower. Seated, from left: Nuriyah Bone-Owens, Selina Laza-

rus, Karen Dunn, Lori Dotterer, Dana Jeschke, Mary Lawyer 

O’Connor, Susan French–Lawyer, Michelle Tarnow, and 

Nancy Finch.         

We had a record attendance at this year’s Annual 

Alumni Reunion, held December 27 at MSS! At-

tendees shared a dinner catered by Dinosaur BBQ, 

listened to great music provided by Madge Brower, 

and visited with their former classmates, while par-

ents shared stories about their children’s successes in 

middle and high school and college!   



18 Years of Graduates  

Olivia Pietrafesa, Colin O’Connor, Heidi Getz, Jason James,   

Jimmy Fitzgibbons,  Joanna Palmer and David Clay 

BenWeisenthal  

First Graduate: 

Dustin Getz 

 Jamie 

Ryan and 

Colin 

O’Connor  

1997-1998      1998-1999      1999-2000      2000-2001      2001-2002 

 

 

 

 

Dimitri Mish-

ko, Ryland 

Heagerty, 

Marlee Delia 

and  Hayley 

Stormon (not 

pictured,  Mor-

gane Rigney) 
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Kate Duffy, Anna Weinberger, 

Laura Flagg. Cyril Pietrafesa, 

Gaehnew Printup, Kelsey O’Connor, 

Carly Getz and Anna Kantor 

       2002-2003         2003-2004         2004-2005         2005-2006       

 

 

 

 

Elena Mishko, Laura Flagg, Clarie Koesterer. Luke 

Gianforte, Mia Rigney,  Jeremy French-Lawyer and 

Connor Hoffman 

Maura Flem-

ing, Harry 

Kalet, Piper 

Gianforte. 

Hareeta 

Printup, Drew 

Smith and 

Max Eyle 

Michael Alfieris, Ian Finch, Kea Glazier, Alex 

French-Lawyer and Kathryn Spoelstra 
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2006-2007        2007-2008        2008-2009        2009-2010        2010-2011       

Shay Resnick-Gertz,  Katie Spensieri, 

Olivia Melton. Jack Brower, Mady Alfieris 

and Shannon Quinn  

Jeffrey Owens, Rachel Lieblein-Jurbala, 

Andrea Auer and Greg Maziuk 

Rachel Eimas-

Dietrich, Ian 

Finch, Kea Glazi-

er, Maria Wad-

man, Emily 

Frazee, Mari Ei-

mas-Dietrich.  

Alex Witter, Da-

vid Oliver, Mat-

thew King, Na-

than Madigan 

and Will Brower  

Luke Tarnow-Bulatowicz, Katlyn Abrams. 

Nate Brower, Maria Vazquez, Kathryn Ko-

varik and Adam Oliver 

 

 

 

 

 

Max Witter, Tyler Gabriel, Milan Gupta. Max Ward,  

Robert Dotterer, Julia Vazquez, MariYana Williams-

VanArsdale, Maja Cannavo. Joseph Spoelstra, Malachi 

Emmanuel and Jeff Gabriel  



2011-2012        2012-2013        2013-2014        2014-2015  

Grace Getman, Anabella Owens,  Martina Auer, 

Elissa Kempisty, Olivia Murphy. Ben Stevens, 

William Kovarik and Jared Dunn 

Sharif Bey, Lesia Wojtowycz, Westley Zachery, Olivia 

Davis. Ellie Pedone, Xavier Plourde and Peter Hatton 

Sara Vertino, Natalie Stopyra, Haley Barnes,  

Assata Bey. Ireland Fernandez-Cosgrove, Cassie Mur-

phy, Morgan Barnes, Marcea Bond, Annie Gale, Quin 

Kenny and Angelina Shenandoah  

Connor Hughes, Taylor Abrams, Isabelle Enslin, My-

chal Emmanuel, Ryan Dunn, Jessica Abrams, Jason 

Cavanagh. Peri Cannavo, Mackenzie Moore, Sophia 

Hatton, Azriel Czerniak Linder and Kara Dunn 
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 Page  14 Peace Celebration  
Our Peace Celebration was a big hit 

this year; thank you to all who were 

able to join us! The last day of 

school before the holidays is always 

a joyful time, when our community 

members come together to share 

their cultural and religious traditions 

of the season, including Advent, Ha-

nukkah, Diwali, Ramadan, Kwanzaa, and Rohatsu. Our students pre-

pared for the celebration by learning songs from around the world 

that tie in with these traditions and the theme of peace in French and 

English, including: “Peace is 

the World Smiling,” “Silent 

Night,” “Hanukkah, Oh Ha-

nukkah!,”  “Dona Nobis 

Pacem,”  “Let there be Peace 

on Earth,” “The Weather 

Song,” “Petites Mains,” and 

“Il est né le Divin Enfant.”  

The most important teaching of 

Montessori schools is peace educa-

tion. We provide our children with 

opportunities to learn to relate harmo-

niously with other people, cultures, 

and the environment and to under-

stand and access their own feelings of 

inner peace.  Learning to appreciate 

what we all share and how we are 

different is crucial to the develop-

ment of world peace.  

 

 



Photos from the Primary and Elementary Peace 

Celebrations show, clockwise from right: Sarbani 

Sumathi (Oak) and her mother, Jaipreet Sandhu, 

speak about Diwali; Hanukkah candles are lit by 

Lilah Temes (Maple) and dad, David; Jaasim Za-

man (Pine) and dad, Obaid, talk about Eid Al-Fitr; 

Raji Bey (Willow) lights Kwanzaa candles; Cole-

man Wimer (Pine), Quinn Wimer (Evergreen), and 

parents, Ray and Elizabeth, light an Advent 

wreath; Alia Gordon 

(Maple) and dad, Sam, 

share the Buddhist tradition 

of Rohatsu; Fayrouz Enany 

(Willow) sings a Muslim 

song, “Insha Alla”; Pine stu-

dents Bridget Roberts, Max 

Neville, Alyah Santiago, 

Carter Thomas, Ezra Kliger-

man, Anja Austin, Finlay 

Hagen, and Hayden Hal-

britter sing “Hanukkah, Oh 

Hanukkah!”  
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Special thanks to MSS grandparent and pho-

tographer Bob Gates, who took the majority of 

these beautiful  Peace Celebration photos. 
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Our Peace Cel-

ebration was a 

heart-warming 

experience this 

year for all  our  

attending stu-

dents, parents 

and grandpar-

ents! Learning 

about celebra-

tions of light and singing songs of peace and joy are a wonderful way 

to end the year! To the right, Joye Lai of Birch Cottage experienced her 

first MSS Peace Celebration this year. Above left, Oak Cottage stu-

dents Jayden Lin, Brixton Gauvin, Nethra Balasubramanian, and 

Eliana Anderson sing and perform hand movements to the tradi-

tional Jewish holiday song, “Peace Like a River.” You may read all 

about our Peace Celebration and see more pictures on pages 14 and 15. 

Peace Celebration  


