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Rites of Passage & Graduation 
 

The end of the 

school year brings 

many rites of pas-

sage that mark  im-

portant transitions 

at the end of three 

years in cottages 

and classrooms. 

Graduation is the 

most familiar event, 

and from the prima-

ry cottages to Wil-

low Classroom, all 

the third-year students looked forward to their special ceremonies. All the seniors in each 

(continued on p. 5) 

Birch Cottage graduates, above, from left to right: Alex Walters, Coralee Donnelly-Heg, 

Liliana Ippoliti, Mira Gordon, Vienna Missell, Naomi Bern, and Ronan Kenny. Willow 

graduates, bottom, left to right, seated: Taylor Abrams, Izy Enslin, Mychal Emmanuel, 

Ryan Dunn, and Jessica Abrams; standing: Connor Hughes, Peri Cannavo, Mackenzie 

Moore, Sophia Hatton, Azriel Czerniak Linder, Kara Dunn, and Jason Cavanagh. See the 

rest of the Kindergarten graduates on page 5.  

“...her 

love of 

learning is 

a gift from 

MSS!”  

~An MSS 

alumni dad 
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June! Kudos to Andrea Auer (’09), Marcea Bond 

(’13), Jack Brower (’08), Nate Brower (’10), 

Malachi Emmanuel (’11), Grace Getman (’12), 

Milan Gupta (’11), Elissa Kempisty (’12), Quin 

Kenny (’13), Olivia Malvasi, Gregory Maziuk 

(’08), Ben Stevens (’12), Natalie Stopyra (’13), 

and Sara Vertino (’13) .   

MSS alumni at Jamesville-Dewitt received special 

honors in Le Grand Concours this year: Robert 

Dotterer (’11) ranked 5 nationally, Tyler Gabriel 

(’11) ranked 9, and Julia Vazquez (’11) ranked 15. 

Recognized as the premier French language com-

petition in the U.S., Le Grand Concours is spon-

sored by the American Association of Teachers of 

French. We are so pleased to see our graduates 

continue to study and excel in French!   

On the High Honor Roll at J-D this spring are for-

mer MSS students Madeline Alfieris (’08), Rob-

ert Dotterer (’11), Jeffrey Gabriel (’11), Tyler 

Twelve MSS students have qualified to participate in 

the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth Talent 

Search based on their recent scores on the CTP IV 

(ERB) test, a rigorous standardized test given to stu-

dents in Willow Classroom each year. To qualify for 

the Talent Search, students must have scored 95% or 

higher on a verbal or mathematical reasoning section 

of the nationally normed test. The Talent Search is 

sponsored by the Johns Hopkins University Center for 

Talented Youth to identify, assess, and recognize the 

academic abilities of highly able students.  The quali-

fying Willow students are: Parisa Ahmed, Peri 

Cannavo, Amira Carroll, Jason Cavanagh, Kara 

Dunn, Sam Dunn, Isabelle Enslin, Henry Knapick, 

Azriel Czerniak Linder, Lili Czerniak Linder, 

Mackenzie Moore, and Xavier Plourde. Congratula-

tions to all of you!   

Many MSS alumni and former students made the 

High Honor Roll at Christian Brothers Academy this 

Student and Alumni News 
 

Montreal 2014—Willow 

sixth-grade students cele-

brate their Rite-of-

Passage trip to Montreal 

at the Science Museum: 

Azriel Czerniak Linder, 

Sophia Hatton, Kara 

Dunn, Jason Cavanagh,  

Peri Cannavo, Jessica 

and Taylor Abrams, My-

chal Emmanuel, Ryan 

Dunn, Connor Hughes, 

Mackenzie Moore, and 

Isabelle Enslin.  (See story 

on p. 5.) 



 

Student and Alumni News 
Gabriel (’11), Isabel-

la Melton, Claire 

Rigney, Luke Tar-

now-Bulatowicz, and 

Mariyana Williams 

Van Arsdale (’11).  

This spring Declan 

Reed (Cedar) partici-

pated in his first feis, 

a traditional Gaelic 

arts and culture festi-

val with a focus on Irish dance. Declan, shown 

above, has been studying dance at the Francis 

Academy for many years, and at this feis he 

danced the Boys and Girls Beginner Reel and the 

Boys and Girls Beginner Light Jig at the Bob Ga-

bor CNY Feis at the NYS Fairgrounds.  He earned 

fifth-place medals in each of these competitions!  

Join other MSS families this summer exploring 

nature via CNY Family Hikes at meetup.com. 

Harold Kyle and Debbie Urbanski started the 

group with friends in 2013, going on hikes gener-

ally within an hour's drive of Syracuse. “We found 

that our two kids enjoyed the trails more when sur-

rounded by other children.” Howard and Debbie 

are the parents of Jasper Kyle (Evergreen) and 

Stella Urbanski (Birch). The group meets once a 

month for hikes of 2 to 5 miles during the spring, 

summer, and fall. Past hikes have included trails at 

Jones Hill, Fillmore Glen, and Green Lakes State 

 Park. There is no pressure to complete the hikes, 

and often the participants break into smaller 

groups according to ability. For more information 

check out meetup.com/CNY-Family-Hikes/. 

Tyler Gabriel (’11), a high-honor roll student at 

Jamesville-Dewitt High School, recently received 

special honors by ranking in the top nine percen-

tile nationally in the premier French language 

competition Le Grand Concours.  In addition he is 

a member of the JD Model United Nations team 

and participates in the JD DECA club. Tyler plays 

club soccer year round and also plays for the JD 

school team.  As a member of the JD varsity track 

team (see photo below) he earned the designation 

as a NYS Scholar Athlete in his freshman year.  

He was recently certified as a youth soccer referee 

and has been refereeing games this summer, in-

cluding one game that featured several MSS stu-

dents! Tyler also volunteered his time at the MSS 

Land Lab Outdoor Adventure camp this  summer. 

He enjoyed 

visiting the 

Land Lab, 

assisting the 

staff, and 

spending time 

with all the 

campers.  

 

http://www.meetup.com/CNY-Family-Hikes/photos/21568162/


 

Annual Adirondack Trip  
One of the most often cited 

“favorite experiences” of our 

students’ years at MSS is the 

annual Adirondack Trip, taken at 

the end of the third year in the 6-

9 classroom. Many of our gradu-

ates look back with fondness on 

this very special experience with 

their friends and teachers. It is a 

community-building adventure 

and a major milestone for the 

students, forging connections for 

their next year in Willow Class-

room.  

This year’s group will probably 

feel the same way, as the ADK 

Trip was once again a great suc-

cess! The group climbed three 

mountains and learned rock-

climbing with Rock and River 

Guides. Students prepared their 

own meals at Rock and River, 

played games in and outdoors, 

and generally loved being out in 

nature.  

The ADK Trip is a Rite of Pas-

sage for all third graders at MSS 

and is looked forward to each 

year with great anticipation.  

Pictured at upper left on top 

of Mount Jo, left to right, 

standing: Katie Niederhoff, 

Raji Bey, Anna Pedone, Kevin 

Fratostitanu, Jane Phillips, 

Elena Chiodi, Genna Enslin, 

Lukas Ward, Liam Murphy, Bri-

an Durkin, George Knapick, 

and Caleb Randazzo; seated: 

Karen Dunn, Kaelem Michel, 

Caden Sisko, Christian Cain, 

Christina Wojtowycz, Judy 

Gianforte, and Julia Gordon. 

Special thanks to this year’s 

ADK team pictured at left: 

mountaintoppers Brian Durkin,  

Jane Phillips, Julia Gordon, 

Karen Dunn, and Judy Gian-

forte, who made this year’s 

trip really fantastic!    
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(continued from page 1) classroom eagerly anticipate 

their graduation ceremonies, music recitals, and spe-

cial trips.  

In keeping with our focus on the outdoors and nature, 

kindergarteners take their first trip to the school’s 

Land Laboratory in Pompey at year’s end. The chil-

dren spend the day going on nature hikes and explor-

ing the woodlands, fields, and pond that they’ll be vis-

iting throughout their elementary years.  

The third graders go to the Adirondacks for a week of 

adventure at the end of the year (see story on p. 4) . 

The sixth graders make an annual trip to Montreal, 

Quebec, to practice the French they have been learning for 

nine years, and explore the history and beauty of this Franco-

phone city. These trips and events cap off the students’ third 

year in every classroom—years of mentoring and leadership.    

At all three levels there are age-appropriate graduation cere-

monies, and by sixth grade all the children’s learning over 

nine years comes together. Each sixth grader prepares a grad-

uation speech to be presented to their teachers, parents, and 

friends on the last day of school. In turn, the teachers, parents 

and friends are invited to share their affirmations as well. 

The tributes of the adults are heartwarming, but the student 

speeches are amazing examples of their incredible writing 

and public-speaking skills—and bring ovations every year.    

Primary Graduates—from top: 

Pine Cottage, front, Sophia 

Randazzo, Sarah Phillips, Alice 

Knapick, and Lauren Fratosti-

tanu; back, Yutaro Hira-

bayashi, Jake Hehl, Danny 

George, and Silas Crawford. 

Oak, front, Claire Rauli, Betty 

Anderson, and Phineas Kurtz; 

back, Tiernan Kenny and Ro-

nen Shapiro. Maple: Ben Chi-

odi, Aiden Michel, Caelan 

Roberts, Safina Ahmed, Mag-

gie Dunn, Nehemiah Chao, 

Alex Qiu, Elyse Gentry, and 

Sofia Calvert.  

Rites of Passage & Graduation 
 

 

 



Our 19th year Spring Recitals were 

both impressive and enjoyable. The 

Elementary Music Recital and the 

Kindergarten Orff Recital are annual 

celebrations of the musical accom-

plishments of our students in Kinder-

garten through sixth grade.    

Patricia Getz and Alina Plourde, our beloved music 

teachers, led the children of Elementary and Primary lev-

els, respectively. Alina did a fantastic job with the gradu-

ating Kindergarteners as they sang favorite songs and 

played percussion Orff instruments. Dressed in bright 

springtime attire, the children’s on-stage performance 

and behavior were exemplary.  

The parents and other family members enjoyed the recit-

al, followed by snacks and conversation in the Great 

Room.  After their performances, many families met at A 

La Mode for ice cream, another school tradition.  Our 

thanks to the parents who assisted with putting away 

chairs and tables after the performances. Our community 

is just so wonderful!  

Above: At the Primary Recital, Sophia Randaz-

zo and Lauren Fratostitanu of Pine Cottage 

play Orff instruments. Left: Yutaro Hirabayashi 

(Pine) plays percussion, while Maple students 

Aiden Michel and Caelan Roberts sing along.  

 

 

Primary 

Recital  

 

 



 

Elementary Recital  
This year’s Ele-

mentary Recital 

was a joyous explo-

sion of sound by 

the first through 

sixth graders! All 

were dressed in 

their finest “black-

and-whites” and 

played beautiful 

recorder music. The 

Upper El students 

participated in a 

feat of sound and 

coordination in the 

“Cup Song,” while most of the graduating sixth levels sang solos or duets, and impressed the audience with 

their skill and beautiful voices. It was amazing and professional and touched all our hearts.             

Top  left: Agot Leek 

(Evergreen) plays her 

recorder. Top right, 

Jason Cavanagh 

(Willow) belts out 

“Razzle Dazzle” from 

Chicago. At left, Ma-

zie  Neville, Neve 

Gordon, Leo Plourde, 

Elena Chiodi, Aubrey 

Cooper, Justin Dunn, 

Ava Halbritter, Quinn 

Wimer, and Evan 

Scheu play recorders 
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This Green Lakes Playdate was won at auction by 

the families of, left to right, Danny George, Stella 

Affeldt, Jaasim Zaman, and Rayna Reed of 

Pine Cottage at our Annual Spring Gala. The chil-

dren had a terrific time at the park with their teach-

ers, Melissa Martins and Jennie Weinberger!   

The Spring Gala was a huge success this year—our 

best ever, raising almost $70,000 The Fund-A-

Wish raised $51,000, making the Garden Court 

demolition and our Athletic Field project possible 

this summer! The Gala honored Jack and Carol 

Lawyer, trustees and benefactors of the school, and the Athletic Field will be named in their honor. The balance goes 

toward operating expenses, such as classroom materials, teacher salaries, and everything else that makes your child’s 

education at MSS the special educational experience it is. Thank you to all who gave so generously to make the event 

such an amazing success!  

GALA THANK YOU!  


