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2014 

A window 

on our 

world  

Our MSS community 

really enjoys the Up-

per Elementary Thea-

tre Workshop every 

year, and this year 

was no exception! The 

My Son Pinocchio Jr.  

workshop  culminated 

in a performance in 

February ‒ yet another 

amazing experience 

for all the 4th through 

6th grade students. 

Many factors contrib-

ute to make our stu-

dents’ experience at MSS unique, including the opportunity to participate in every 

aspect of a theatre production in ways that fit their interests. Students can assist in 

costume design and design and build the props and sets with recycled materials. Stu-

dents audition for and perform in the chorus or in major roles, (continued on p. 9)      

Theatre Workshop 2014 

As always, the sixth graders had lead roles in the Theatre Workshop. Above: Connor 

Hughes and Jason Cavanagh as Pinocchio and Stromboli.  Below, standing from left: 

Peri Cannavo,  

Jessica Abrams, 

Taylor Abrams, 

Sophia Hatton, 

Arianna Shenan-

doah, Mychal 

Emmanuel, and 

Kara Dunn. First 

row: Azriel Czer-

niak Linder, Ja-

son Cavanagh, 

Ryan Dunn, 

Connor Hughes, 

M a c k e n z i e 

Moore, and Isa-

bel Enslin.  

 

 



Page 2 The Great Outdoors 
Mary Lawyer O’Connor, Head of School   

 

Elementary students at MSS spend time every 

month exploring nature in the ponds, woods, and 

fields of the MSS Land Laboratory in Pompey. 

Some activities over the years have included: learn-

ing about the nesting habits of birds and studying 

various types of nests, orienteering, making envi-

ronmental art, going on nature scavenger hunts, leaf 

study, tree identification, wetlands study, discover-

ing fossils, learning about the different tracks and 

signs of woodland animals, building structures, and 

writing stories about their experiences.  

Consider exploring the outdoors with your child in 

your own backyard, at a local park, or visiting the 

beautiful Adirondack State Park for a camping trip, 

mountain or rock climbing, or canoeing and 

kayaking. Central New York has so many opportu-

nities to explore, and the gift of spending time in 

nature with your child will give them the founda-

tion for a life-long love of nature!  

Below: Lili Czerniak Linder (Willow) shares a 

fern at the Land Lab in Pompey.  

 

Think about what you did 

outdoors as a child and com-

pare that with what your chil-

dren are experiencing today. 

If they are similar experiences 

and amounts of time, your 

child is in the lucky minority.  

Today’s children do not have 

the same direct experiences in 

nature that most of us had growing up, and educators 

and scientists  now refer to this as a “nature deficit.”   

Recent research shows that not only does exposure to 

nature help the psychological well-being of children, 

schools that use “outdoor classrooms” see a direct 

correlation with improved academic gains, test 

scores, critical thinking, problem-solving, and deci-

sion-making. Even such things as larger windows 

with views of nature and indoor plants and animals 

have been shown to help develop better attention and 

focus in students.   

Author Richard Louv cites the following stunning 

information in his book, Last Child in the Woods: 

“…kids’ average weekly electronic media exposure 

is almost sixty hours, more time than most parents 

spend on full-time jobs.” At MSS, we bring the chil-

dren to the outdoors, as well as the outdoors into our 

classrooms.  

Primary students have time to explore outdoors in 

their classroom gardens. The gardens are used for 

picnics, feeding the birds, hanging wash or paintings, 

planting, shoveling snow, and raking leaves. At re-

cess, full-day students can practice communication 

skills, engage in imaginative play, and explore the 

outdoor environment, learning how to engage with 

nature in a respectful way.    

  



 

Peri Cannavo 

(Willow) and 

Grace Getman 

('12) were among 

the thirty-five top 

finalists in the Post 

Standard WCNY 

Spelling Bee this 

spring. Peri made it 

to round five, rank-

ing #10, and Grace 

to round seven, 

ranking #4! Grace is pictured at the event, above. 

Congratulations, girls!   

 

Mychal Emmanuel (Willow) and her sister, Mari-

elle (Cedar), assisted their mother, Selina Lazarus, in 

making the Annual Clothing and Food Drive on 

Martin Luther King Day very successful this year. 

The national holiday is a day of service for the Em-

manuel family, and this year they helped to assemble 

boxes of food and clothing to distribute to almost 

400 families in CNY.  Mychal and Selina are pic-

tured below.   

Jeffrey Gabriel ('11), above, a freshman at James-

ville-DeWitt, is on the High Honor Roll and a Fresh-

man Member of JD’s Model United Nations Delega-

tion. He received the Best New MUN Delegate 

award and an Honorable Mention at two local MUN 

events. His delegation also represented JD at the 

Boston College MUN Conference in March. Jeff is 

also a member of JD DECA, an International Asso-

ciation of Marketing students. This year he was 

named Freshman Swimmer of the Year on the CBA/

JD swim team! Wow, Jeffrey!  

Pictured above, at the rink, are speed skaters Henry 

(Willow) and George Knapick (Cedar), and Con-

nor Hughes (Willow). (Continued on p. 4)          
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Window is published by the Montessori School of  Syra-

cuse five times per year unless otherwise noted. Contrib-

utors are Madge Brower, Nancy Finch, René Gabriel, 

Mary Lawyer O’Connor, and Sharon Vazquez. Editing is 

provided by Kathleen Parrish and Susan French-Lawyer.  

Comments, questions, and submissions are welcomed by 

Mary  Lawyer O’Connor at msshead@gmail.com. 

(continued from page 3) The donation of a speed 

skating  membership to the 2013 Spring Gala by 

Karl Hughes resulted in the Knapick brothers  join-

ing the CNY Speed Skating Club. George and 

Henry joined Connor Hughes and dad Karl when 

they competed in the Syracuse 50th Anniversary 

Short Track Speed Skating Championships.    

Former MSS student Katie Hume graduated from 

the University of Limerick,  Ireland, this past Janu-

ary. Her field of interest and bachelors degree are 

in New Media and English, and for fun she enjoys 

archery. Now living with 

her family in  Connecticut, 

Katie, pictured left,  attend-

ed MSS at our first location 

in Temple Beth El!   

Music honors were earned 

by MSS alum Greg Mazi-

uk (’09) and former MSS 

student Olivia Malvasi at Christian Brothers Acad-

emy this year. Greg plays the double bass and was 

named to the Area All-State and All-County Or-

chestra. Olivia was named to the Greater Syracuse 

Youth Orchestra.  Congratulations to both young 

musicians!  

Olivia Murphy’s (’12) fine quality art work was 

recognized by the Scholastic 2014 CNY Art 

Awards this spring. She was awarded a Gold Key, 

Junior High Division, for her sculptural piece 

“Octopus,” above, and a Silver Key in the design cate-

gory. Olivia is a student at the Jamesville-Dewitt Mid-

dle School.  “Octopus” went on to compete nationally 

where it won a National Gold Medal in the 2014 Scho-

lastic Art & Writing award in the sculpture category.  

This award earns Olivia a full scholarship to attend one 

month of NYSSA School of Visual Arts Summer 

Camp in Fredonia, New York. The Scholastic Art pro-

gram, held in Syracuse for over 65 years, includes al-

most 400 schools in the region. 

The over 

1,000 inter-

national stu-

dents at the 

London In-

ternational 

Model Unit-

ed Nations 

(LIMUN) 

Conference 

included 

MSS alum and MUN delegate Adam Oliver (̕10) (first 

row, second from the left.) Over fifteen countries com-

peted with both high school and college students. 

Though Adam is a high school sophomore and one of 

the youngest delegates, he won the Best Delegate! Ad-

am’s Manlius Pebble Hill School team won best mid-

sized delegation and nine out of sixteen major 

awards. Quite an accomplishment, Adam!  

Student & Alumni News  
 



 Profile of Dedicated MSS Trustees 

In the fall of 2000, our MSS community met with the 

biggest challenge we ever faced, an arson fire directed 

at our landlord Temple Beth El. We were suddenly left 

without a home – no classrooms, no materials, no sup-

plies, and no home.  Many, many people in our commu-

nity stepped forward to help to make our future secure. 

Two of the people most important to making it happen 

were Jack and Carol Lawyer.  

Those alumni families 

who were with us in 2000 

remember the tremendous 

contributions of time, 

skill, and resources that 

Jack and Carol brought to 

this difficult job—

locating a new home and 

purchasing and transition-

ing to our new campus.   

Together with MSS Trus-

tee, alumni parent, and 

real estate developer Michael Kalet, they found our 

Waldorf Parkway location, our current campus of beau-

tiful green space and multiple buildings – perfect for our 

needs. 

Jack and Carol continue 

to contribute to our com-

munity as Trustees and 

as teachers of a very 

special group of stu-

dents. They work with 

the “seniors”, the 6th 

graders. These students 

have many fine opportu-

nities as part of their 

sixth-year experience, 

including Great Books 

with Carol and Algebra 

with Jack.   

In addition to their many years as communications and 

management consultants, both Jack and Carol have 

Montessori teaching certification. Jack began his career 

as an engineer, moved to management, and ultimately 

ran an international corporation. Jack was an adjunct 

professor at Syracuse University for many years, and 

Carol has had a long teaching career at the primary and 

middle school levels. Both continue to be drawn to 

teaching, and our oldest students benefit from their many 

years of experience.    

As a result of their time with Jack and Carol, and their 

many years at Montessori, our students are very well 

prepared for ad-

vanced mathe-

matics at their 

next school.  In 

addition, their 

long-term expe-

rience with the 

Great Books 

program and the 

Montessori lan-

guage arts cur-

riculum  equips 

them with fine 

writing, commu-

nication skills, and leadership skills, as well as a deep 

understanding of works of great literature.   

 

 

Clockwise from above left: Azriel Czerniak Linder,  

Arianna Shenandoah, Isabel Enslin, and Macken-

zie Moore  work with Jack Lawyer and Allie Streiff 

on algebra problems; Carol reviews a paper with 

Mackenzie Moore; Carol speaks to the Evergreen 

students about the passages from Shakespeare 

that the 6th-levels have recited; Michael Kalet, 

MSS Trustee and alumni parent; and Jack Lawyer.    
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Our Cultural Festival was a colorful and exuberant exploration 

of world cultures, with this year’s focus on Europe and Austral-

ia!  Our Cultural Museum is so much fun to put together every 

year -  the engaging exhibits are beautiful and many have inter-

active components! 

This year students created Irish Drums, tried on international 

costumes and hats, viewed the 9-12 science and cultural projects, the 6-9 models of European monuments, 

animal reports, and timelines. The Primary classrooms had wonderful displays of classroom work including 

mosaics, flags, pin-punched maps, kiwi birds, woven flags, the study of Italian Renaissance art, koalas and 

kangaroos, and an Eiffel Tower.  The French, CARE, Great Books/Shakespeare, Library, Weaving and Mu-

sic programs shared what they have been working on this year. 

The children really enjoy seeing their own work and that of fel-

low students.    

Friday’s Primary performances included songs by the students 

with European and Australian themes, and French songs with 

CULTURAL FESTIVAL ‘14 
 

 



 Madame Capalupa. Guests for the elementary perfor-

mance included Spanish Flamenco dancers and Irish 

dancers, our African Drumming Group Savannah Ju-

vanis, and our Flamenco dance teacher, Anna Rupert. A 

special performance of Shakespearean monologues by 

select 6th graders in costume was a favorite.    

The elementary event included performances by every 

student, all of whom have studied the international dance 

traditions of either Irish or Flamenco dancing. Flamenco 

teachers Anna Rupert and Marissa Guzman were joined 

by their band for some spectacular dancing.  There were  

also French songs.  Savannah Juvanis drummers and 

amazing Shakespearean monologues. In addition, each (6

-9) class learned and performed a European folk dance.  

Clockwise from opposite page left: Mackenzie Moore (Willow), Jordan Cain and Genna Enslin 

(Evergreen) assemble puzzles of library book covers in the Library 

display. Kara Dunn (Willow) recites a soliloquy from Romeo and 

Juliet. Ellie Parodi reads her original poem along-side Catherine 

Staniec (Evergreen). Maple teacher Lisa Milazzo looks at the map 

of France with her students Lilah Temes, Lily Beale-Gleason, Nora 

Rovit, Alex Qiu, Sage Shenandoah, Maggie Dunn, Caelan Roberts 

and Aiden Michael. Flamenco teacher Marissa Guzman and Ce-

dar student Mari Emmanuel dance together and Cedar class-

room  performs a German dance with lanterns.   Brian Durkin and 

Catherine Staniec dance the Flamenco. Mrs. Getz accompanies 

the primary children singing the “Kookaburra” song. 

 

 

 



The MSS Athletic Field Capital Campaign (AFCC) is 

underway!  Launched in May 2013 at our annual 

Spring Gala, our goal is to raise funds to improve our 

campus by making it safer and more fun for our stu-

dents.  Part of the Campaign Case Statement is be-

low. The entire case statement is posted in the MSS 

lobby.  

 

What is the Garden Court? 

The Garden Court is a building located at the back of 

the Waldorf Parkway property that has been vacant 

for approximately 25 years. This building originally 

included a garden in its central courtyard, and our cur-

rent project is designed to honor the connection with 

nature that this building originally allowed. 

 

Why didn’t you use it as part of the school? 

In the school’s initial years, we had no need for that 

space.  Over the years, we have explored use of this 

building and found that it was not adaptable for our 

purposes nor is there adequate room for additional 

parking.    

 

Where did the idea of an athletic field come from? 

We currently use the land to the south of the main 

building for our elementary recess.  Though we have soccer nets in this area, there is not adequate room 

for fitness activities that students and parents have requested and that we would like to do such as soccer, 

football and track.  The Garden Court area will give us a size closer to a typically-sized playing field, and 

moves play away from the driveway.   

 

What will more green space and a new playing field bring to the students? 

Making more green space available to our staff and students is very much in keeping with our school mis-

sion.  Montessori’s original classroom included the outdoor environment and in recent years, the value of 

being outdoors has been well documented in many studies.    

 

The Montessori philosophy speaks to the development of the whole child.  For us, this includes supporting 

our students to be healthy, active individuals.  In their elementary years, students learn about proper nutri-

tion, the value of exercise, and in fitness class, they learn the basic rules for several sports.  This new 

green space will also allow us to offer more options in our After School Enrichment Programs.  

 

How can I support the AFCC? 

Our MSS community is rich in resources and we especially welcome your financial contributions to this 

project.  In addition, we welcome donations of time and talent. Please contact our Director of Develop-

ment, Madge Brower (madge.brower@gmail.com), or Head of School, Mary O’Connor 

(marylawyer1222@gmail.com).     
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(continued from p. 1) given their age and what 

they are comfortable with, while others opt to 

be backstage managing the props, making set 

changes, or getting their peers ready to per-

form. Everyone participates in a way that is a 

good fit for them, and every aspect of the pro-

duction and each Theatre Workshop is polished, pro-

fessional, and inspirational for everyone involved.   

At left: Peri Cannavo, Kara Dunn, Mackenzie 

Moore, Taylor Abrams, and Isabel Enslin as the 

Blue Fairy and her fairy friends. Above: Jessica 

Abrams, Rachel George, Peter Hatton, Ryan 

Dunn, Antonio Fernandez-Cosgrove, and Olivia 

Davis  display the Child Maker 6000.  Below, 

standing, from left: Jessica Abrams, Amira Car-

roll, Ellie Pedone, Lesia Wojtowycz, Olivia Davis, 

Sharif Bey, Xavier 

P l o u r d e ,  W e s 

Zachery, and Peter 

Hatton; seated, from 

left: Catherine Jean 

Durkin, Antonio Fer-

nandez-Cosgrove, 

Rachel George, Lili 

Czerniak Linder, Sam 

Dunn, Annabel Davis, 

Parisa Ahmed, Fay-

rouz Enany, and Hen-

ry Knapick.  

My Son Pinocchio 
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Community Generosity 
Our MSS parents and local community mem-

bers have brought so much to share with MSS 

this year!  Parents visited their children’s class-

room(s) to demonstrate their personal interests 

and hobbies, to describe their country of origin 

or a travel location, or to give a work-related 

presentation.   As part of this year’s study of 

Europe, Ireland has been a theme with music 

and dance.  Patrick Kenny, father of Ronan 

(Birch) and Tiernan (Oak), also brought a touch 

of Ireland to MSS, with his friend David Dea-

con. The two men (pictured left), played beauti-

ful Irish music on a variety of instruments in-

cluding the bodhan (Irish drum), fiddle, four string banjo and Irish tin whistle. The children really enjoyed 

hearing and learning about a range of instruments, which tied in with one of Mrs. Getz’s music units, the study 

of international instruments. Other parent visitors this year in the Lower Elementary classrooms included fire-

man Elton Davis talking about Fire Safety, printer Howard Kyle presenting letterpress printing and Elizabeth 

Wimer sharing her experiences in London and Dubai. Primary stu-

dents learned about some Haudenosaunee artifacts with Tonya 

Shenandoah, and Jane Phillips talked about living in Brazil. David 

Temes shared his family’s Hanukkah celebration tradition, Gary 

Knapick presented the violin, and Emma Kress and her parents 

talked about  England. Alumni parent Melanie Stopyra visited Wil-

low with a tortoise presentation and Claudia Knapick talked about 

being a veterinarian and vet tech. Michael Cosgrove also visited 

Willow and brought a microscope in to talk about E.Coli, a prokary-

otic cell, that is used to make human proteins. Janet Wilmoth talked 

about how to conduct a survey, and then modeled the process with 

the students. Upper Elementary learned about germs with Helen 

Jacoby, and then saw the germs on their hands after washing them. 

Kira Reed brought a special friend to Lower Elementary to hear 

about living in Romania, and Martha Wojtowycz visited in Ukraini-

an clothing to talk about growing up there.  The Irish Dance Acade-

my has been visiting MSS for three years, courtesy of MSS parent 

Kira Reed.  Her son Declan Reed (Cedar) takes classes at the 

school, and Kira has generously donated the gift of their Irish Danc-

ing for Saint Patrick’s Day.  Declan is pictured  to the left with an 

academy classmate.     

 

 



 

CLASSROOM 

SOCIALS   

BUILD  

COMMUNITY 

One of our Kindergarten students recently 
shared this observation with his mother: 
"Mommy it is really important that my sister 
goes to Montessori when she is three because 
Montessori makes your brain work better … if 
she stayed at daycare she would just play and 
stuff. It is really important to have a good brain 
and Montessori helps you have a good brain...It 
is fun work but good for your brain.” 

MONTESSORI QUOTE  

Every school year each class or cottage level has two class centered social events — picnics,  pot-lucks,  or 

desserts —  which  provide a time for the parents, teachers and students to get together informally to share 

food and fun.  This year’s spring 6-9 socials took place in their classrooms, when there was time for sharing 

interesting news, playing soccer outdoors and performing the dances that the children learned this year. These 

are photos from Cedar’s social.  Clockwise from above  right: Sharif Bey Sr., Jorge Niederhoff, Brian Durkin, Kira 

Reed, Declan Reed, Mari Emmanuel, Jane Phillips, Neve Gor-

don, Anna Pedone, Kim Pedone, Ocean Norwood, Kristen Jo-

hanns, Leo Plourde, Britton Plourde, Lauren Fratostitanu, Larry 

Fratostitanu, and Oana Fratostitanu gather to hear a letter 

from Australia.  Kevin Fratostitanu, Caleb Randazzo and Raji 

Bey sit in the circle after dinner, and Evan Scheu, Leo Plourde, 

Britton Plourde, Alina Plourde, Kristen Johanns and Ocean 

Norwood share a table for dinner. A highlight of the evening 

was a package from the White House in response to the stu-

dents’ letters which included a letter and photo of President 

Obama and cards from each of the first family’s dogs.   
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At each year’s Cultural Festival we learn more about the people 

of the world through their food, clothing, customs, and shelter.  In 

our Cultural Museum students try on international clothing and 

hats, as pictured in these photographs of Julia Lok and Elena Chi-

odi (Evergreen), above, and, at right, Hayden Halbritter (Pine). 

More portraits are displayed in our lobby.  
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Cultural Festival 

Portraits  


