
 

 

 

This month ~ 
 

 MSS Peace 
Celebration,   
pp. 1, 8 

 

 Student & 
Alumni News, 
pp. 2-3, 6 

 

 Our Peaceful 
Classrooms, p. 4  

 

 Two-Hour 
Power—
Celebrating our 
Volunteers! p. 4 

 

 Great Lessons 
and The Story of 
Writing, p. 5 

 

 New Arrival, p. 6 

 

 MSS College 
List, p. 6  

 

 Reunion 2013— 
A Fabulous 
Party This Year!  
p. 7 

 

 

Winter 
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A window 

on our 

world  

We hope you were 

able to join us the last 

school day of 2013, 

when our community 

came together at our 

sixteenth annual Peace 

Celebration. Our fami-

lies shared their vari-

ous cultural and reli-

gious traditional cele-

brations of light from 

this time of year. These include Kwanzaa, Advent, Eid, Diwali, Ramadan, Rohatsu, and 

Hanukkah.  Our students prepared for the day by learning songs from around the world 

that tie in with these celebrations and the theme of peace. The most important component 

of teaching at Montessori schools 

is peace education. We provide our 

children with opportunities to un-

derstand and access their own feel-

ings of inner peace — and to learn 

how (continued on page 8) 

MSS Peace Celebration~ 
Linking World Traditions 

 

 

Above: Sam Gordon explains the 

Japanese Zen Buddhist celebra-

tion of Rohatsu with daughter Alia 

Gordon and classmate Sage 

Shenandoah (Maple). Left: Zoe 

Armstrong (Willow) lights Kwanzaa 

candles with teacher Allie Streiff.  



 

Pine students Stella Affeldt and Alice Knapick act-

ed and sang in the Syracuse Children’s Theatre pro-

duction of Annie. The girls loved being part of the 

musical—and having their teachers attend. Left: 

Stella and Alice 

celebrate with 

Pine teachers 

Jennie Wein-

berger and Melis-

sa Martins.   

Syracuse Stage’s A Christ-

mas Carol featured two 

MSS actors: Ryan Dunn 

(Willow), right, and Mar-

cea Bond (’13). Ryan had 

two roles: Orson and Igno-

rance; Marcea played 

Belinda. Ryan and Marcea 

have performed in many 

MSS productions prior to 

their Syracuse Stage expe-

rience. Marcea’s graduation year included Honk! Jr., 

and this year Ryan is in My Son Pinocchio. 

Matthew King (’07), 

left,  is a freshman at 

OCC with plans to ma-

jor in Exercise Science. 

His career goals include 

personal training or 

physical therapy.  Mat-

thew  graduated this 

past spring from Bald-

winsville’s Baker High.  
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Rachel Eimas-Dietrich 

(’07), left, graduated from 

Jamesville-DeWitt High 

School this past spring and is 

now attending Hamilton Col-

lege, majoring in Govern-

ment. She enjoys the arts and 

participated in the Scholastic 

Arts Competition at her 

school. Her sister, Mari Eimas-Dietrich (’07), also 

of J-D, studies film 

at New York Uni-

versity’s Tisch 

School of the Arts. 

Luke Gianforte 

(’02), shown at right 

with sister, Piper, 

graduated from Cor-

nell in December 

with a BS in Dairy Science. After a Cornell-

sponsored trip to Germany in January, Luke will re-

turn to manage field operations at his family’s 250-

acre organic grain farm in Cazenovia. Piper Gian-

forte (’05), a junior at Roger Williams University in 

Rhode Island, plans to spend the spring semester at 

the University of Cape Town, South Africa. Piper, 

president of the photo club at Roger Williams, will 

be taking classes on South African media and visual 

arts as part of her major studies.  

This summer, Sophia Hatton (Willow) won section-

al and regional tennis tournaments in Syracuse and 

Rochester. She was accepted to play in the Eddie 

Herr International Championships in Bradenton, 



 

Florida, this fall, as well as 

the Junior Orange Bowl 52nd 

International Tennis Champi-

onships, hosting the best 12-

and-under tennis players in 

the world.  Sophia, pictured 

at left, who holds a national 

ranking of 30, is one of only 

twelve girls in the US who 

made it into this tournament! 

Sophia’s brother, Peter Hat-

ton (Willow), at left, also a 

tennis competitor, won the 

Sectional Tennis Tournament 

at Gold’s Gym in DeWitt.  

Colin O’Connor (’01), pic-

tured below, a graduate of 

Maryland Institute College of 

Art and a freelance animator and illustrator, has devel-

oped a passion for rock 

and ice climbing and re-

cently traveled to Greece, 

Italy, and Turkey in pur-

suit of new climbing chal-

lenges. Colin designs and 

builds climbing walls pro-

fessionally for Nicros Inc. 

at colleges, universities, 

and sports centers.   

Gaehnew Printup (’03) 

was awarded a Discover 

the Stars athletic scholar-

ship at Genesee Commu-

nity College. 

Gaehnew, at right, 

was one of eight 

members of the GCC 

men's lacrosse team 

named to the Western 

New York Athletic 

Conference All-

Conference Team. He 

scored a school rec-

ord 120 points, the most in the WNYAC this sea-

son, and his 65 goals were the second highest in the  

conference.  

Alex Witter (’07) is a freshman at New College of 

Sarasota, the 

State of Flori-

da’s public 

honors college 

for liberal arts 

and sciences. 

After graduat-

ing from  

MSS, 

(continued on 

page 6)        

"We have been amazed … at this incredible 

young woman.  . . . she has embraced her 

studies, joined chorus, orchestra, community 

outreach, and theater.  She was accepted into 

accelerated math … there is no doubt all her 

studies at MSS prepared her! She has such 

good organizational skills and (is) practicing 

good time management... she will always be 

a Montessorian, and MSS will always be in 

our hearts."        ~ Mother of  2013 graduate 

Student & Alumni News  
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At MSS we teach peace in a varie-

ty of ways. We set up our class-

rooms in a way that shows respect 

for the children, the materials, and 

the environment. We practice 

speaking and walking quietly and 

respectfully so that we don’t dis-

turb others. Even the youngest children learn that they 

need to respect one another’s work space.   

We teach global awareness through an in-depth geog-

raphy curriculum that begins at age three, where stu-

dents learn about the seven continents, nations, and 

languages, food, and clothing from around the world.   

We teach communication and conflict-resolution 

skills. We teach students to employ “I messages” and 

use tools for peace such as the Peace Rose, the Talking 

Stick, or Peace Rug. Cooperation is modeled and 

taught with stories and role-playing. When you ob-

serve in the classrooms, you’ll see the children move 

quickly to help another who drops something or needs 

assistance. All friends are happy to help one another.   

We typically have observers in our classrooms on a 

daily basis, and those unfamiliar with Montessori will 

ask: “How do the teachers make them do that?” No 

one is making them behave or “be nice.” The children 

are part of a community where being peaceful and 

kind is the norm. New students observe that we are all 

respectful of each other and our materials.  

You can support your child’s classroom experience by 

modeling these things at home. Problem-solve and 

mediate with your children and spouse, You are your 

child’s first teacher!  

Our Peaceful Classrooms 
Mary Lawyer O’Connor, Head of School   

The Two-Hour-Power Volunteer Program at MSS, which em-

phasizes that parent volunteers make a huge difference, con-

tinues to be a success for our greater school community. Fami-

lies have been involved in many different ways already this 

school year, accommodating their own schedules and interests 

to our needs. It’s not too late for your family to join the program!    

Fifty-three MSS families committed to volunteering just two 

hours each to help out at various times during the school year, 

and over 80% have already fulfilled their pledge! Look at what 

MSS families have accomplished so far: 

- Planting flowers, tending to cottage gardens, and caring for class-

room plants 

- Serving as parent drivers for weekly trips to the Land Lab and other 

field trips (over twelve trips in all!)  

- Assisting classrooms with laundry, prepping materials, and caring for 

classroom pets  

- Organizing the 2014 MSS Spring Gala 

- Conducting classroom presentations on various cultures, art pro-

jects, and other topics  

- Assisting MSS with computer networking 

- Painting classrooms and hallways throughout the campus 

- Coordinating and volunteering at the Harvest Festival 

- Shoveling snow (lots of snow!) 

- Stacking chairs and tables, mopping floors, and cleaning up after 

classroom socials … and much, much more! 

VOLUNTEER FAMILIES: Abrams, Arasu, Armstrong, Austin, 

Bey, Brubaker, Cannavo, Chao, Chiodi, Dias, Dunn, 

Durkin, ElBayadi, Enany, Emmanuel, Enslin, Fernandez-

Cosgrove, Gauvin, Gentry, Hehl, Hirabayashi, Kaufman, 

Kenny, Knapick, Kyle-Urbanski, Leek, Lester, Missell, Moore, 

Muldoon, Odom, Parodi, Pedone, Phillips, Pratts, Randaz-

zo, Reed, Saucier, Shenandoah, Ryan-Simonovich, Sta-

niec, Stopyra, Temes, Vilburn, and Zaman. Yes, many of 

our alumni families volunteer, too! THANK YOU!  

Thank You, Volunteers! 



 

The Great Lessons are an important and unique part of 

the Montessori curriculum. These exciting lessons, pre-

sented in Lower Elementary classrooms every year, are 

designed to grab the child’s imagination and curiosity. 

They start off with a big concept—The Beginning of the 

Universe—and then fit smaller ideas into that frame-

work. The fourth Great Lesson is The Story of Writing. 

The story of the development of the written alphabet is told with an emphasis on the incredible ability that 

human beings have of putting their thoughts on paper. The lesson includes pictographs, symbols, hiero-

glyphs, early alphabets, and the invention of the printing press. As part of the lesson this year, Jasper Kyle’s 

(Evergreen) father, Howard Kyle, brought a small letterpress to school to show the Lower Elementary stu-

dents how one works. Students were able to select a typeface and actually print a short poem. (Howard Kyle 

and Stella Urbanski own the Boxcar Press, a letterpress company in Syracuse.) The fourth Great Lesson 

leads students in many directions: reading of literature, poetry, and non-fiction, sharing of myths and folk 

tales, composition, letter writing, research, study skills, foreign languages, history of languages, speech, dra-

ma, alphabets, grammar, and figures of speech. 

Clockwise from above: Evergreen students Julia Lok, Aristyn Muldoon, and Mitchell Rovit examine letters for 

the press; Connor Gale, Mitchell Rovit, Agot Leek, Genna Enslin, Julia Lok, Katherine Staniec, and Lukas 

Ward watch Howard Kyle operate the letterpress; Mr. Kyle 

helps students Agot Leek, Quinn Wimer, Genna Enslin, and 

Kaelem Michel select and place letters on the platen. 

The Story of Writing  
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Window is published by the Montessori School of Syra-

cuse five times per year unless otherwise noted. Spe-

cial photo contributors this month are Bob Gates, Ju-

dy Gianforte, Joe King, Jim Lawyer, Natalya Levin, 

and Robert Witter. Regular contributors are Madge 

Brower, René Gabriel,  Nancy Finch, and Mary Law-

yer O’Connor. Editing is provided by Kathleen Par-

rish and Susan French-Lawyer.  Comments, ques-

tions, and submissions are welcomed by Mary Lawyer 

O’Connor at msshead@gmail.com 

 
Student & Alumni News  

MSS students have attended the following colleges 

and universities, listed with the number (over 1) of  

students who have attended the school.  

Berklee College of Music, Binghamton University, 

Carnegie Mellon University, Case Western Reserve 

University, Cazenovia College, Cornell University 5, 

Elon University, George Washington University, Gene-

see Community College, Georgetown University, 

Hamilton College, Haverford College, Hobart and 

William Smith 2, Ithaca College, Lemoyne College 2, 

Lewis and Clark College, Maryland Institute College 

of Art, Middlebury College, New York University Tisch 

School of the Arts, New College at Sarasota, North-

eastern University, Onondaga Community College 

2, Occidental College, Pennsylvania State University, 

Rhode Island School of Design, Rochester Institute of 

Technology 3, Roger Williams University, Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute, Saint Andrews-Scotland, Sarah 

Lawrence, Skidmore College, Stonehill College, 

SUNY Oswego 2, SUNY Geneseo 3, SUNY Stonybrook, 

Syracuse University 10, Tufts University 2, University of 

Delaware, University of Oregon 2, University of Roch-

ester, University of Scranton, University of North Caro-

lina-Chapel Hill, Vassar College 2, Villanova Universi-

ty, U.S. Military Academy at West Point, Williams Col-

lege, and Williamsburg College.  

(continued from page 3) Alex attended CBA, then 

transferred to private school in Sarasota with his 

family’s move.  Alex and his brother, Max (’11), 

often visit their old MSS friends in Syracuse. 

Shelby Weinstein is enjoying her sophomore 

year at the University of Rochester, studying Pub-

lic Health and Communications. She is a member 

and on the executive board of the Phi Sigma Sig-

ma Sorority. Shelby is looking at internship possi-

bilities in New York City. 

The Podkaminer 

family recently wel-

comed their newest 

member, Ellison 

Kinder Podkaminer, 

born November 26 

weighing 7 lb, 3 oz. 

Brothers Jack and 

Witt Podkaminer 

(Birch) are thrilled 

with their little sis-

ter!   

72 
the number of  Montessori 

students who have at-

tended the following 47 

colleges & universities:  

COLLEGE LIST 

New Arrival 



 

The MSS Alumni Reunion is held annually during the holiday break in December—always a fun event: old friends getting to-

gether to visit with their old classmates and see their former MSS teachers. This year’s was a terrific party, with Dinosaur B-B-

Q, great music, and lots of alumni, parents, and teachers in attendance!  

Former students, above, top row left to right: Nate Brower (’10), Milan Gupta (’11), Will Eimas-Dietrich, Malachi 

Emmanuel (’11), Jeff Gabriel (’11), Max Ward (’11), Tyler Gabriel (’11), Laura Flagg (’04), Nathan Madigan 

(’07), Jeremy French-Lawyer (’04), Matthew King (’07), Emma Wardell, Ireland Fernandez-Cosgrove (’13),  

Jonathan Koss, Olivia Murphy (’12), Alex French-Lawyer (’06), and Will Brower (’07). Middle row: Anabella 

Owens (’12), Katlyn Abrams (’10), Marcea Bond (’13), Sara Vertino (’13),  Angelina Shenandoah (’13), Isabella 

Melton, Rachel Eimas-Dietrich (’07), Shelby Weinstein, Mari Eimas-Dietrich, and Olivia Melton (’08). First 

row: Taylor Edghill, Natalie Stopyra (’13), Cassie Murphy (’13), Jared Dunn (’12),  Ben Stevens (’12), Grace 

Getman (’12), Katherine Spoelstra (’06), and Rachel Lieblein-Jurbala (’09).  

Parents/teachers, below, standing, left to right (with number of MSS students after each name): Patricia Getz (3), Gary and 

Melanie Stopyra (1), George Madigan (1), Nuriyah Owens (2), Cynthia Madigan (1), Gary Weinstein (2),  Anju Gupta (1), 

Wendy Stevens (3), Karin Kohl (teacher), Selina Lazarus (3),  Ross and Maureen Getman (1), Ted Emmanuel (3), Judy Lieblein 

(1), Jack Lawyer (teacher and trustee), and Tonya Shenandoah (4).  Seated: Madge Brower (3), Susan French-Lawyer (2), Joe 

King (1), Amy Melton (2), Leslie Eimas-Dietrich (3), Karen Dunn (3), Rene Gabriel (2), and Sharon Vazquez (2).   

ALUMNI 
at the 

2013 
REUNION  

PARENTS, 

TEACHERS 

at the 

2013   
REUNION  

 



(continued from page 1) to live harmoniously with other peo-

ple, cultures, and the environment.  Learning to accept and ap-

preciate the differences between cultures is important to the 

development of world peace. Concrete examples taught and 

explored at MSS are: countries of origin, attention to the needs 

of all people, cultural experiences, foreign languages, and 

feasts and celebrations of other cultures.  Make plans to attend 

our annual Cultural Celebration in March to learn more!  
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Peace Celebration 
 

Save the Date: 

Spring Gala 

 May 10, 2014 

Maria Rabelo of Birch Cottage sings along with all her 

primary friends at the Peace Celebration. Special 

thanks to photographer and MSS grandparent Bob 

Gates, who contributed some very beautiful photos to 

this month’s Window, including this one. See his work at  

bobgatesphoto.com                        
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