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Every year our MSS 

community enjoys the 

Upper Elementary 

Theatre Workshop, and this year was no exception! The Into the Woods Jr. work-

shop that culminated in a performance in February was yet another amazing experi-

ence for all the 4th- through 6th-grade students. Many factors make our students’ the-

ater experience at MSS unique, including the opportunity to participate in every as-

pect of the production in a way that fits their interests. Students work together to de-

sign and make costumes. They also collaborate on set design and construction, using 

props from past shows. Students audition and perform (continued on p. 4)           

Musical Workshop 

The Into the Woods Jr. cast (Willow Classroom) from top row, left to right: 

Kevin Fratostitanu, Antonio Fernandez-Cosgrove, Christina Wojtowycz, Fay-

rouz Enany, Leo Plourde, Mazie Neville, Katie Niederhoff, Aubrey Cooper, 

Annabel Davis, Ava Halbritter, Kaelem Michel, Christian Cain, Anna Pedone, 

Elena Chiodi, and Noelle Davis; middle row: Catherine Jean Durkin, Parisa 

Ahmed, Rachel George, and Sam Dunn; bottom row: Liam Murphy, Jordan 

Cain, Caleb Randazzo, Ayden Whitted, Quinn Wimer, Lukas Ward, Justin 

Dunn, and Agot Leek.  

 



 Responsible Children  
 

Our Montessori environments give your child many 

opportunities to take responsibility. Beginning in the 3-

6 classroom, the children dress themselves to go home 

or for recess. If there is a spill, the child and a friend 

clean it up. When he has an issue with a classmate, 

he’ll use an “I message” to communicate his concerns. 

Experiencing consequences within their community is a 

safe and effective way for children to learn social and 

life skills.    

Lower-elementary students take on even more responsi-

bility for the care of their community, organizing their 

work each day, making good work choices, and men-

toring friends. At this level, students begin to research 

and write papers. They are responsible for remembering 
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Your child is much more capa-

ble than you might realize! 

And making mistakes within  

age-appropriate boundaries  

will help her grow and learn. 

recorders and library books. They are more ac-

countable for their behavior with friends and learn 

to smooth their interactions through trial and error.  

Upper-elementary students are responsible for their 

day planners, going to lessons on time, completing 

their assignments, correcting them, and selecting 

work for their portfolios. They are learning re-

search skills and time management. They under-

take and track long projects doing independent re-

search and working as a team. They are construct-

ing their own learning and taking responsibility for 

it, rather than working for a grade or to please a 

teacher.   

As they get older, their choices and the learning 

that comes with them through positive or negative 

outcomes promotes the development of children 

who are self-assured, self-directed, empathetic, and 

strong. The Montessori environment, with children 

guided by caring and skilled teachers, is a safe 

place to experiment, stumble, succeed, and learn 

valuable lessons from each. When your child 

signs up for drivers’ education, 

you’ll be happy you gave her the 

gift of Montessori and the many 

opportunities for learning re-

sponsible behavior in her class-

room—starting when she was 

three!   

Frankie Berrier and Vivaan 

Shah of Birch Cottage col-

laborate on their work of 

looking up the names of 

countries and labeling them 

on a puzzle map.  



 

Journey to South Sudan 

with John Dau  

Window is published by the Montessori School of  Syracuse five times per year unless otherwise noted. Con-

tributors to this edition are Nancy Finch and Mary Lawyer O’Connor. Editing is provided by Kathleen Par-

rish and Susan French-Lawyer. Comments, questions, and submissions are welcomed by Mary Lawyer 

O’Connor at msshead@gmail.com. 

… So if we really want to help the world’s poorest fami-

lies, we need to find a way to get them cheap, clean en-

ergy. Cheap because everyone must be able to afford it. 

Clean because it must not emit any carbon dioxide—

which is driving climate change. — Bill and Melinda 

Gates in their 2016 Annual Letter.  

We are learning about this message at MSS as we work 

as a community to raise money for Gravity Lights, a 

new technology that works without fuel or a power source other than gravity. MSS parent and humanitarian 

John Dau has visited our elementary classrooms and spoken to our families about his own perilous life jour-

ney. He also suggested a way in which we can make a difference in the lives of people in his home in Duk 

County, South Sudan. As of this 

writing, we have raised enough 

money to purchase 40 Gravity 

Lights. These lights can be used by 

children in South Sudan to do their 

homework instead of the harmful 

kerosene lights that are still used in 

villages today. What a perfect exam-

ple of cheap, clean energy that we 

can all be a part of!   

John’s talk to our MSS community 

and other friends in February 

(photos above) was inspiring and informative. John had his book, God Grew Tired of Us, available for pur-

chase, and we all shared delicious Sudanese food prepared by John’s wife, Martha, her friends and other  

family members. You can read about John’s work at http://www.johndaufoundation.org, hear about Bill and 

Melinda Gates’s work at www.gatesnotes.com, and learn more about Gravity Lights at gravitylight.org/. 

 

 



 

(continued from p. 1) in the chorus or in major roles, given their age and what they are comfortable doing. 

They also help out backstage managing the props, making set changes, and getting their peers ready to per-

form. Everyone participates in the way that is a good fit for them. All aspects of the production of each year’s 

Theatre Workshop are polished, professional, and inspirational for everyone.   

Into the Woods Jr.  



 

Clockwise from above left: sixth-level cast members and stars Rachel George, Fayrouz Enany, Anto-

nio Fernandez-Cosgrove, Catherine Jean Durkin, Annabel Davis, Parisa Ahmed, and Sam Dunn. Try-

ing on the glass slipper are Aubrey Cooper, Ava Halbritter, and Elena Chiodi. Cousins Justin Dunn 

and Sam Dunn played Milky White the cow and Jack. Narrators were Caleb Randazzo, Ayden Whit-

ted, Quinn Wimer, and Lukas Ward. The cast singing the finale: Justin Dunn, Mazie Neville, Catherine 

Jean Durkin, Fayrouz Enany, Parisa Ahmed, Sam Dunn, Christian Cain, Quinn Wimer, Agot Leek, Jor-

dan Cain, Aubrey Cooper, Elena Chiodi, and Ava Halbritter. Feeding Milky White (Justin Dunn) mag-

ical objects were Fayrouz Enany, Catherine Jean Durkin, Sam Dunn, and Antonio Fernandez-

Cosgrove. The three mounted “royals” were Kaelem Michel, Christian Cain, and Leo Plourde. Danc-

ing the tango, Rachel George and Liam Murphy in the roles of Red Riding Hood and the Wolf.  



Our Cultural Festival, featuring this year’s school-wide 

continent focus on Africa, was a colorful and fun affair! 

The Great Room morphed into a Cultural Museum, creat-

ed by students and teachers, full of hands-on, interactive 

exhibits which were enjoyed by our entire community.   

The museum showcased classroom exhibits of the stu-

dents’ cultural work and displays of work from French, 

Great Books, and the Library, as well as Moroccan Ber-

ber weaving and African musical instruments. In addition, 

the Willow students displayed their science projects in the 

Art Gallery. Students of all ages tried on international 

costumes and hats. They truly enjoyed seeing their own 

work and that of their friends.   

Our Cultural Festival ends with performances on the last 

day. This year we highlighted international songs sung by 

the students, including French and African songs. There 

were performances by Savannah Juvanis, our African 

drumming group, and our elementary students, who 

worked with Biboti, our African dance teacher.   

Our Cultural Celebration performances and exhibits pro-

vide a window into how our students learn about the 

world. You’ll want to observe in your child’s classroom 

to get a bigger picture of their learning—there is still time 

to visit!  Call Donna today to set up your appointment.                 
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 From above: Aarushi Ghimire, 

August Niederhoff, Grace 

Dawkins, Emmit Hager, Malia 

Gortner, and Cosette Nardiel-

lo, with teacher Erin Roberts 

(Oak), learn about robotics 

from Antonio Fernandez-

Cosgrove,  assisted by class-

mate Lukas Ward (Willow). 

Coleman Wimer, Max Neville, 

and Jaasim Zaman (Pine) 

make a square for the African 

mud cloth quilt. Alex Cum-

mings, Jayden Lin, and Laila 

Khalil (Oak) try on internation-

al clothing at the Cultural  

Festival Museum.  



 Page  7 Alumni Focus ~ Max Eyle (’05) 
In this issue we begin a new feature in A Window on Our World: a focus on 

individual graduates of MSS and their continuing journeys in the world. We 

are sure you’ll enjoy learning about these fascinating and unique individuals 

as much as we have.  

Maximilian Eyle (’05) continued his education after graduating from MSS at 

Roberts Middle School and then at Corcoran High School in their Internation-

al Baccalaureate program. During his time there, Max continued with his love 

of theater and competed on the varsity golf team. He participated in Clear 

Channel Communications’ Image Campaign for the City Schools: “I was 

tired of people badmouthing the district ... . I think I can make a difference. 

I'd say that a large amount of the kids there really want to succeed and take 

full advantage of the opportunities available to them.” 

Max attended Hobart and William Smith Colleges (HWS), where he majored 

in history and American studies. He studied in Spain during his junior year 

through the school’s program in Seville. Over his four years at HWS, he de-

veloped several radio shows for stations in New York State and Spain. This 

included The Iberian Injection, which explored cultural differences and col-

lective experiences of students studying abroad. He interned with the Finger 

Lakes Radio Group, which broadcasts on six local commercial radio stations. 

In 2013, he interned with National Public Radio (NPR) station WAER-FM, 

88.3 in Syracuse.   

Max enjoys playing harmonica and piano, and has been dancing tango since 

he was twelve years old. He has returned to MSS to do demonstrations over 

the year for the students, and he started a tango group at HWS. A long-time 

lover of food, Max enjoys brewing beer and cooking. He indulged this inter-

est by working in the bakery and cheese shop at Wegmans during high school 

and college. Having graduated HWS in 2015, he has continued to pursue his 

dreams in Spain, where he is currently teaching English in Menorca for the 

Spanish Ministry of Education.   

Montessori instilled in me 

at an early age the im-

portance and pleasure 

of learning. Rather than 

cracking a book to pass 

a test, asking questions 

was regarded as a way 

of life—as something you 

do for yourself. This attitu-

de made me a more in-

quisitive and individually 

motivated student and 

person.—Max Eyle 
Clockwise from above left: Max at HWS graduation, at WAER-FM in 

Syracuse, and with friends on the radio at Corcoran High School.  
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Hands-on Learning  
Every year our visiting artist, Professor Sarah Saulson, designs 

a weaving project that ties in with our continent of focus. This 

year it’s Africa, and Sarah incorporated the colors and patterns 

of Moroccan Berber rugs in a project with the 6-9 classrooms. 

The work in progress was on display at the Cultural Festival 

Museum in March for our community to enjoy.  

Sewing and weaving begin in our primary classrooms, with 

work choices that teach some of the basics. The weaving over 

and under of paper or fabric strips and associated skills like 

carding wool, sewing on cards, and stringing beads teach and 

refine many different skill sets and reinforce new neural path-

ways in the brain. Weaving alone introduces patterning, critical 

thinking, problem-solving, coordination, fine motor skills, and 

crossover skills, integrating the right and left brain hemi-

spheres. Best of all, it helps us to slow down and reduce stress 

with the rhythm of repetitive motion. At right, Sarah Saulson 

accompanies Cedar student Leek Leek at the loom. 


