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Sharing  

Traditions - 

The Peace  

Celebration  

Our Primary and Elementary Peace 

Celebrations are occasions of warmth 

and joy, where we share songs and per-

formances of the season to promote 

world peace. On December 18 our 

families gathered together to celebrate 

their traditions of light that occur this 

time of year: Advent, Diwali, Eid al-

Fitr, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Ro-

hatsu. The Peace Celebration, along 

with the Cultural (continued on page 8)  

Clockwise from 

above right: Jessica 

and Nellie Hehl 

(Pine), Advent; 

Obie and Jaasim 

Zaman (Pine) Eid al-

Fitr; Hasoni and Ar-

thur Pratts (Oak) 

Kwanzaa; and An-

drew and Aaron 

Kaufman (Cedar). 

Hanukkah.  



Children Construct Themselves  
Mary Lawyer O’Connor, Head of School   

 

Dr. Montessori discovered that 

children “construct them-

selves,” and that their greatest 

window of opportunity for 

brain development and learn-

ing occurs during their very 

early years. She called this 

time a sensitive period for learning and absorbing infor-

mation. How amazing that each child actually constructs 

his own brain, most intensively, before the age of six!  

Montessori’s observations of the early formation of the 

brain are reinforced by current research that shows that 

we construct and hardwire our own brains through our 

experiences, observations, information-gathering, and, 

most important, learning behavior and attitudes. We all 

arrive with the necessary neurons, which are gradually 

hardwired by our experiences in our first 24 years of life.      

Contemporary science reinforces Montessori’s ideas 

about sensitive periods as well. These are periods of con-

centrated interest when certain parts of the brain are be-

ing wired as certain skills are acquired, such as associat-

ing sounds with objects and putting words together. Once 

a sensitive period passes and a circuit is formed, the child 

moves on to a new stage of sensitivity and interest. 

The best environment for the early years is the Montesso-

ri classroom, providing a world to explore while learning 

how to cooperate and communicate. Social and emotional 

intelligence are learned in the classroom community, as 

is the appreciation of diversity and responsibility. The 

way our students learn shapes who they become. 

Fathers’ Night, a heart-warming 

visit to your child’s cottage    

Attendance was stellar this year at Fathers’ 

Night, a great time to have your child lead the 

show and share what they do every day at 

school.  Pictured above are primary students 

Coen Kinsella (Maple) and his dad, Dylan Kin-

sella; at right, Cosette Nardiello (Oak) and Ja-

son Nardiello; and, below, Jayden Lin (Oak) 

and Ying Lin.  



 

Do you ever wonder where your fellow MSS parents go after dropping 

off their children each morning?  Well, here are the statistics.  

The largest professional categories represented by MSS parents are medi-

cine and education, at 27 and 22 percent, respectively. Parents employed 

in the medical field work at Crouse Irving Memorial Hospital, SUNY Up-

state Hospital, Hutchings Psychiatric Center, St. Josephs Hospital, and the 

Veterans Administration Medical Center. Our parents who work in the 

field of education are employed by LeMoyne College, SUNY Oswego 

and Cortland, OCC, OCM BOCES, the Syracuse City School District, 

Syracuse University, various public school districts, and Montessori 

School of Syracuse.   

The next larg-

est categories are management/professional and 

“at-home parents,” each comprising thirteen per-

cent of our parents. Small business owners are 

the next category, including nine percent of our 

parents. The remaining sixteen percent are pas-

tors or chaplains, engineers, financial services 

providers, lawyers, architects, food service pro-

viders, firefighters, students, and retailers. If you 

don’t see your employment category represented 

here, we may not have your information. Please 

let us know if you have any updates to share.  

Our EMPLOYERS –or– What do WE do ?  
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This year’s Spring Gala is the Un-

Gala. We’ve switched things up a 

bit this year and it is FREE to 

MSS families and alumni (16 and 

over). The silent auction will offer many new and 

unusual items for you to bid on, and the always 

exciting live auction will be even better than ever! 

This year will feature “The Battle of the Auc-

tioneers,” showcasing surprising in-house talent.  

We would enjoy having your help planning this 

fun event! Visit our website (mssyr.org) for more 

information on the event and to see photos from 

last year’s Gala.  
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Baby Von Allen, at right, was born on December 14, 2015, to Maya and Ryan Allen 

in Denver, Colorado, at 7 lb 3.5 oz and 20 in. long. Mother Maya Durand Allen was 

an MSS French teacher and helped set up our after-hours program in our early years 

on the Waldorf campus. She has since become a 9-12 Montessori teacher in Denver. 

Maya was a Montessori child, and her mother, 

Cynthia, taught Primary Montessori. We know 

Cynthia as our 

current Primary 

French teacher: 

Madame Capa-

lupa! Congratu-

lations to Mad-

ame on her first 

grandbaby!   

Joel and Lisa Milazzo welcomed Caiden Matthew Mi-

lazzo, left, on December 31, 2015. The Milazzo’s little 

boy weighed 7 lb 10 oz and was 21 in. long. Lisa teach-

es with Julie Martin in Maple Cottage, and we all miss 

her as we send baby Caiden best wishes!  

 
 Want to read 

the latest 

breaking 

news about 

MSS and 

support your 

school? Visit 

and “like” 

us on Face-

book!   

New Arrivals  

We are always im-

pressed with the stu-

dents from the Mon-

tessori School of Syra-

cuse. The incoming 

7th graders from MSS 

come to CBA highly 

motivated with a 

strong academic foun-

dation, an inquisitive 

spirit, and a love of 

learning. 

~ Kathleen Hanson – 

Christian Brothers 

Academy Director of 

Guidance  

Read more testi-

monials from 

parents, teach-

ers, and students 

on our website, 

www.mssyr.org 

The Bonilla family welcomed their son, 

Pedro Bonilla, left, on October 29, 2015.  

He weighed 8.2 lb and measured 21 in. 

long. Felicia Bonilla (Pine) is extremely 

happy in her new role as big sister, and 

her parents are proud of how she loves 

and cares for her new little brother!  

Our Elementary French teacher, Madame 

Annie DeRegis, became a grandmother 

for the first time this fall! Annie’s daugh-

ter, Yasha Kopina, and her husband, 

Greg, welcomed baby Arden, left, on No-

vember 4, 2015. Arden Kopina weighed 

7 lb 15 oz and measured 22 in. long. 

Grand-mere Annie is always happy to 

visit the Kopinas and baby at their home 

in Colorado!    
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Mehreen and Obie Zaman are happy to 

announce the arrival of Mohsin Zaman, 

born on December 6, 2015, at 9:17 

a.m. As can be seen in the photo at 

right, Jaasim Zaman (Pine) is very 

proud and pleased to be a big brother!    

Another MSS big brother, Witt Pod-

kaminer (Oak), sister Ellison, and par-

ents Becky and Josh are proud and 

happy to welcome baby sister Kathryn 

Anne, born December 30, 2015, 

weighing 8 lb 3 oz. Witt is shown at 

left holding his new baby sister.   

 New Arrivals  

Student News ~ Notes  
FM’s Thespian Troupe #98 recently presented the play Hamlet. The troupe included Jared Dunn (’12) as 

Rosencrantz and a soldier and Ireland Fernandez-Cosgrove (’13) as Francisco, Dumb Show King, and 

an officer and soldier. Former MSS student Agatha Woodbury had a starring role as Ophelia. This 

Shakespearian classic, a daunting choice for a high school group, was presented with enthusiasm and pro-

fessionalism!  

MSS student and musician Kaelem Michel (Willow) recently received support from the Carrie Lazarus 

Extraordinary Talent program, which recognizes talented youth in Central New York. As part of his 

award, Kaelem was interviewed for her Channel 9 news show and was presented with a baby grand piano 

to support his continuing success playing and composing. You can view the interview and see Kaelem 

playing his own composition on YouTube.  

 

Adam Oliver (’10) participated in the recent Model United Nations conference (CNYMUN) as a member 

of the U.S. Cabinet Joint Crisis Committee and earned the Outstanding Delegate Award. Thirty high 

schools and 900 students participated from the CNY area, making that quite an amazing award for Adam. 

The Program Director, Jeff Mangram, said, "... great senior leadership is coming from Adam Oliver, Hye-

min Han, and Daniel Albanese. This is the biggest MUN conference in Central New York! … The stu-

dents brought a focus and seriousness of purpose to this conference as well as everything they do.” They 

will be participating in another large MUN conference in Washington, DC, in the spring.   

 

The Dunn boys continued with their busy performance schedule over the holiday season, when Ryan 

Dunn (’14) was the understudy for the role of John Darling in the musical Peter Pan at Syracuse Stage. A 

record audience of MSS families and friends attended the night of Ryan’s performance—a block of al-

most 80 seats! Brothers Jared (’12) and Justin (Willow) were in the Syracuse Ballet’s production of The 

Nutcracker, with Jared as Fritz and Justin as Hanz.  

 

 



Montessori  

Student and Alumni News 

This year’s Spirit of Syra-

cuse musical performance 

was a reunion of sorts for 

MSS alumni, teachers, and 

alumni parents! Pictured 

from left: Joseph Spoel-

stra (’11); Rhonda Spoel-

stra (alumni parent); 

Melissa Martins (Pine); 

Julie Weinberger Martin (Maple), holding her daughter, 

Emma Martin (Oak); Julie’s sisters, Jennie (Pine) and An-

na Weinberger (’03); Erin Roberts (Oak); Patricia Getz 

(Administration); and Denise Weinberger (Art Teacher). 

The group included four MSS teachers, two MSS alumni, 

and one alumni parent. Its showcase this year was “SOS 

Lost in Space.”  The SOS is a member of Sweet Adelines 

International. 

Over the holidays Coralee Donnelly-

Heg (Cedar) wowed her family and 

friends showing off her terrific rock-climbing skills at the Clark Sports Center 

in Cooperstown. Could she be training for next year’s Adirondack trip, when 

she will go with the Third-Levels to the mountains to hike and rock-climb? It 

is a highly anticipated trip, a rite of passage at the end of the 6-9 classroom 

experience. Coralee is pictured at right scaling a high wall. 

Our Sixth-Level students have been busy with com-

munity service work this year. They recently received 

a letter and certificate from UNICEF thanking them 

for the $678.95 that they inspired their fellow stu-

dents to collect during Halloween. They learned that 

UNICEF will use the money for vaccines, clean wa-

ter, and school-in-a-box programs for children living 

in disaster areas. In December they delivered an over-

flowing barrel of food to the Salvation Army.   

Lost in Space  

Giving their Best!  

HIGH CLIMBER  

Willow Sixth-Levels, at left, clockwise from up-

per left: Antonio Fernandez-Cosgrove, Anna-

bel Davis, Rachel George, Parisa Ahmed, 

Catherine Jean Durkin, Fayrouz Enany, and 

Sam Dunn. 
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Our alumni reunions are always fun, giving old friends a chance to visit and 

hear about the great things they are up to!  

Attending this year were, top row, left to right: Malachi Emmanuel (’11), junior, CBA; Robert Dotterer 

(’11), junior, JD; Jeffrey Gabriel (’11), junior, JD; Will Eimas-Dietrich, junior, JD; Luke Tarnow-

Bulatowicz, senior, JD; Tyler Gabriel (’11), junior, JD. Second row from top: Olivia Melton (’08), sopho-

more, Mt. Holyoke; Will Brower (’07), junior, Elon; Jack Brower (’08), freshman, Haverford; Nate Brow-

er (’10), senior, CBA; Jon Koss, senior, Case Western Reserve University; John Alex French-Lawyer 

(’06), senior, RIT; Nathan Madigan (’07), sophomore, OCC; Adam Oliver (’10), senior, MPH; Ryan 

Dunn (’14), 8th grade, FM. Second row: Jeremy French-Lawyer (’04), masters program, SUNY Up-

state; Isabella Melton, freshman, SUNY Geneseo; Rachel Lieblein-Jurbala (’09), freshman, Connecti-

cut College; Maria Vazquez (’10), senior, JD; Mari Eimas-Dietrich (’07 ), junior, NYU Tisch School of 

the Arts; Shelby Weinstein, senior, U. of Rochester; Rachel Eimas-Dietrich (’07), junior, Hamilton; Jared 

Dunn (’12 ), sophomore, FM; Max Ward (’11 ), junior, MPH. First row: Frankie Tarnow-Bulatowicz, 8th 

grade, Skaneateles; Peter Hatton (’15 ), 7th grade, JD; Ireland Fernandez-Cosgrove (’13), freshman, 

JD; Natalie Stopyra (’13), freshman, CBA; Mychal Emmanuel (’14), 8th grade, CBA; Julia Vazquez 

(’11), sophomore, JD; Taylor Abrams, (’14), 8th grade, ESM; Isabella Enslin, 8th grade, CBA; Jess 

Abrams (’14), 8th grade, ESM; Kara Dunn (’14), 8th grade, FM.  

Alumni Reunion 2015 
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Sharing Traditions ~ the Peace Celebration  
(continued from page 1) Festival 

and the Harvest Festival, bring our 

entire community together every 

school year. These MSS traditions 

embody our values and what is 

core to Montessori education: 

peace and conflict resolution, na-

ture education, and multicultural-

ism. When we share our traditions 

and hopes for peace in our child-

centered celebrations, we model 

these values.  

Left, Jaipreet Sandhu and Sar-

bani Sumathi (Oak) light can-

dles to demonstrate their fami-

ly’s celebration of Diwali.     


