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A window 

on our 

world  

Our Upper-Elemen-

tary (9-12) students 

created a model Co-

lonial town, 

“Willowsburg,” as part of their study of American history. The students researched 

the roles of Colonial townspeople, wrote research papers on their findings, and made 

a mural map of their town. Using information gleaned from their research, they estab-

lished an apothecary, a school, a garden, and trade shops and set up demonstrations of 

Colonial-era games. They made and wore Colonial-style clothing (continued on p. 3) 

...I heard all about 

Willowsburg! It is 

such a great oppor-

tunity for the younger 

students to learn from 

the older kids...my 

son can’t wait to be 

part of Willowsburg 

when he gets to Wil-

low!— Lower-El 

Dad 

Fall 

2015  

Above: Milliners Katie Niederhoff, Fayrouz Enany, and Ava Halbritter display their wares 

of bonnets, ribbons, lace, and trim to prospective customer Sierra Panipinto (Cedar) at 

their shop in Willowsburg. Below: Lukas Ward shows off a silver medallion to fellow silver-

smiths Kevin Fratosti-

tanu, Christian Cain, 

and Leo Plourde and 

onlookers Caelan 

Roberts and Danny 

George (Evergreen). 

MSS students from 

k i n d e r g a r t e n 

through third grade, 

their parents, and 

local dignitaries visit-

ed Willowsburg to 

get a glimpse of life 

in Colonial America.  

 

American History   

~ Demonstrating mastery with Willowsburg !  



Page 2 Montessori  Building Community 
By Mary Lawyer O’Connor, Head of School   

 

We’ve had an event-filled 

beginning to the school 

year!   

Primary and Elementary 

students started off the fall 

making apple cider in our 

After Hours program and 

at the Land Lab. It was a 

terrific year for apples, with many varieties of  trees to 

pick from. Following the process from apple picking 

to pressing cider is a fun learning experience!  

To learn about organic farming first-hand, the 6th 

graders toured Elderberry Pond farm. The group 

learned about the connection between early farming 

and modern organic farming through early American 

fiction guided by Great Books teacher, Carol Lawyer. 

The 6th-grade students also participated in a day-long 

team-building workshop incorporating a ropes course, 

a rock wall, a zip line, and other cooperative activities 

at Adams Eden Camp in Lafayette. 

Lower-Elementary students and their parents enjoyed 

a fall social and dance. They had a dinner followed by 

an American folk dance presentation, after which par-

ents and children stepped on the floor for community 

dancing, including the Macarena.  

Our annual Harvest Festival in October, an event that 

includes the entire school, broke all previous attend-

ance records. The Great Room and our recess fields 

were packed. We had a chili cook-off, arts and crafts 

for all ages, a soccer game (dusted by the season’s 

first snowflakes), face painting, apple cider, baked 

goods, and popcorn. Students from 3 years old to 6th 

grade, their siblings, parents, grandparents, aunts and 

uncles, alumni, and teachers all had a great time. Har-

vest Festival photos are shown on pages 6 and 7. 

Our Willow students created a Colonial village, 

“Willowsburg,” to share with other students, parents, 

the Syracuse community, and Syracuse Mayor, Steph-

anie Miner (see story on pages 1 and 3). These oppor-

tunities bring our community together in so many 

ways to learn and celebrate everything we are thankful 

for at MSS!  

Window is published by the Montessori School of  Syracuse five 

times per year unless otherwise noted. Contributors to this edi-

tion are Nancy Finch, Mary Lawyer O’Connor and Chantelle 

Van Wormer. Editing is provided by Kathleen Parrish and Susan 

French-Lawyer. Comments, questions, and submissions are wel-

comed by Mary Lawyer O’Connor at msshead@gmail.com. 



 

(continued from p. 1) and enacted roles of various 

tradespeople, craftspeople, teachers, and story-tellers 

and hosted visitors from among their fellow students 

over a week’s time. Primary and Lower-Elementary 

students attended, using “pence” to make purchases 

of goods at each booth, including hand-dipped can-

dles, “silver” letters, printed names and school to-

kens, quill pens, and clothespin dolls. A highlight of 

the week was a visit from Syracuse Mayor, Stepha-

nie Miner. 

As a teaching practice, this kind of project-based 

work requires students to gather information and ap-

ply it in new ways, creating something out of their 

newly acquired knowledge. Students are given some 

individual choice while being required to demon-

strate mastery of concepts. The goal is to provide 

engaging, relevant material that allows students to 

construct their own meaning while following their 

own interests. According to Bloom’s Taxonomy, 

thinking skills progress by building upon one another. 

They form a pyramid based on remembering, then 

building up through understanding, applying, analyz-

ing, evaluating, and, at the top, creating. Using 

knowledge to produce something new is at the top of 

the taxonomy, and demonstrates mastery. Think about 

the school experiences that you remember most fond-

ly. They are likely project-based experiences like Wil-

lowsburg, which these students will always remember.      
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Clockwise from far left: Students from Evergreen 

and Cedar demonstrated some American folk 

dances for their parents at the Lower-El social. 

Sixth-level students Fayrouz Enany, Rachel 

George, Annabel Davis, Sam Dunn, Antonio Fer-

nandez-Cosgrove, Catherine Jean Durkin, Parisa 

Ahmed, and teacher Sandy Sharp had an op-

portunity to speak with Mayor Stephanie Miner. 

Christian Cain (far right) speaks with the mayor 

and her aides about silver-smithing, while Anto-

nio Fernandez-Cosgrove, Caleb Randazzo, and 

Lucas Ward look on. Sage Shenandoah, Coen 

Kinsella, Brandon Burch, and James Phillips 

(Maple) visit the blacksmith shop, manned by 

Caleb Randazzo, Antonio Fernandez-Cosgrove, 

and Quinn Wimer. Alumnae Cassie Murphy (’00) 

and Natalie Stopyra (’00) enjoyed making crafts 

at the Harvest Festival with Mia Enders (Maple) 

and Holly Donnelly-Heg (Birch). 
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Cider, and … Fish Eggs?  

Both Lower-Elementary classrooms have had the 

opportunity to do some unique scientific obser-

vation this fall. Jack Gramlich, former  

Coordinator of the Environmental Education 

Program at OCM BOCES, brought brook trout 

eggs to MSS and explained the journey from fish 

egg to hatchery to the children of Evergreen and 

Cedar classrooms (at right). MSS parent and Sci-

ence Coordinator at OCM BOCES, Jessica Hehl, 

donated two aquariums, filters, and other equip-

ment to both classrooms, as well as a loaner re-

frigerator, for this project. The eggs are expected 

to hatch in late November or early December, 

when the students will release them into a nearby 

creek. Meanwhile, the students are recording dai-

ly observations of the eggs and waiting for the 

appearance of newly spawned trout.  

At MSS we have many opportunities for so-

cializing each year—at every level. There are 

the twice-yearly socials unique to each class-

room level: Primary picnics, Lower-El so-

cials, and Willow socials. Moreover, we have 

annual celebrations that bring all families to-

gether at school: the Harvest Festival, Peace 

Celebration, and Cultural Festival. Then there 

are the celebrations of your child: graduations, 

recitals, and plays. The Lower-Elementary 

social this fall was delightful!  
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Scientific inquiry  

Above left: Lower-Elementary teachers, 

parents, and students enjoy dancing the 

Macarena in the Great Room. At left: 

Nehemiah Chao, Mitchell Rovit, and their 

parents enjoy dinner together in Ever-

green Classroom. 
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The Primary and Elementary students started off 

the year making apple cider in After Hours and at 

the Land Lab. It was a banner year for apples at 

the Land Lab, with many varieties of trees to 

choose from. The students walked the entire prop-

erty looking for wild apple trees and brought the 

apples back to the cider press. Then they learned 

to use the press to make cider. They had a great 

time seeing the process from gathering 

apples to squeezing cider to taking a sip 

of the final product. The Land Lab offers 

many opportunities to link classroom 

learning directly to the outdoors. Land 

Lab teachers Dylan Kinsella, Allie Streiff, 

Chantelle VanWormer, and Sarah Bock tied this activity to lessons about 

seeds and seed dispersal. Other activities at the Land Lab include map-

making; orienteering; identifying animal, tree, and plant varieties; and 

studying predation, pond life, and how to exist and revel in nature.   

LAND LAB  
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From above: Ben Chiodi and Hazel Pratts (Evergreen) turn the 

crank to crush the apples; Nehemiah Chao (Evergreen) enjoys 

apple cider fresh from the press; Maggie Dunn, Lauren Fratostita-

nu, Mira Gordon, Jake Hehl, Sierra Panipinto, and Ehren Zachery 

(Cedar) relax in the autumn leaves at the Land Lab. 



This is our first 

Harvest Festival, and 

it was marvelous!  We 

felt  really welcome 

and part of the  

community!— Primary 

Mom 

HARVEST 

A bounty of pictures from this year’s best ever Harvest 

Festival! Clockwise from above left: Kaelem Michel and 

Justin Dunn (Willow) play in the Festival soccer game; 

Noelle Chiodi (Maple) and her mom make crafts; So-

phie Warner (Maple), Finley Kinsella (Pine), and friend 

Juliet DePaulis dance to Dan Duggan’s delightful dulci-

mer music; Mia Enders (Maple) and her dad share some 

Harvest yummies; Pat Getz and Tammy Panipinto award 

Justin Gauvin (dad of Brixton Gauvin, Evergreen) the 
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FESTIVAL  

Best Vegetarian Chili Award; parents, stu-

dents, and alumni sample the chili; Jayden 

Lin (Oak) holds still for a rainbow; Jimmy Mar-

tin (father of Emma Martin, Pine) shares chili 

with his son, Isaac; Annabel Davis (Willow) 

paints a design on Elias Kinsella (Cedar); and 

XiangXiang Wang (Pine) shows off her paint-

ed face.  
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The popular three-weekend Suitcase 

Theatre workshop with Mrs. Getz is 

always a huge hit, and this fall’s was 

no exception. Each weekend the stu-

dents performed improvisational act-

ing using the surprise contents of the 

mysterious suitcase. They closed on 

the last Saturday with a special per-

formance for their families.  

Suitcase Theatre  

Some of this year’s Suitcase 

Theatre performers were, from 

left: Ellie Pedone (’15), Sophia 

Randazzo (Cedar), Westley 

Zachery (’15), Anna Pedone 

(Willow), Jake Hehl (Cedar), 

and Ehren Zachery (Cedar) 

with Mrs. Getz.  


