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 Our annual Cultural Fes-

tival is a colorful and ex-

uberant exploration of 

world cultures. It in-

cludes our museum of 

cultural studies and pro-

jects, interactive exhibits, 

and an exciting Perfor-

mance Day, alive with 

dance, music, and cos-

tumes. Not only is this a 

fun and interactive way 

to learn more about the 

cultures of the world, our 

Cultural Festival demon-

strates the integration of 

curricula across many subject areas. This year our continents of study are the Ameri-

cas. Featured were science and cultural research projects, a “world tree” on which to 

add your “hand of gratitude,” a library exhibit with puzzles and books and other inter-

active activities from the Americas, and the opportunity to make a your own Inuit 

Inukshuk to take home. French and music had beautiful (continued on p. 7)  

Cultural Festival 

Pictured above, clockwise from top left: our African Drumming group at 

the Primary Cultural Festival performance: Sam Dunn, Justin Dunn, Chris-

tian Cain, Westley Zachery, Antonio Fernandez-Cosgrove, and Aubrey 

Cooper. Not 

pictured are 

Jordan Cain 

and  Neve 

Gordon. Be-

low, Rachel 

George and 

Parisa Ah-

m e d 

( W i l l o w ) 

study the 

H a u d e n o -

s a u n e e                                         

dis play.  

 

 

 



Screen-Free Week  

is getting outdoors! A recent study found that only 

6% of children ages 9-13 play outdoors in a given 

week. You can read more about getting outdoors 

and free range Parenting at Lenore Skenazy’s blog: 

“The World’s Worst Mom.” Her tag line is 

“fighting the belief that our children are in constant 

danger from creeps, kidnapping, germs, grades, 

flashers, frustration, failure, baby snatchers, bugs, 

bullies, men, sleepovers, and/or the perils of a non-

organic grape.” She talks about our country’s heli-

copter parenting and advocates giving our children 

more free time outdoors, facilitating independence 

and building life-long skills.  

turning off all screens at home, be they television, vid-

eo games, smartphones, tablets, or computers. Regard-

less of your unique approach to media at home, we can 

all agree that digital entertainment dominates the lives 

of many families, taking away time from other child-

hood activities. We are all aware that excessive screen 

time is linked to poor school performance, childhood 

obesity, and attention problems, but screens also link 

our children to harmful marketing. To participate, just 

set aside or totally turn off all your screen devices  

from May 4th through 10th!  Read more at http://

www.screenfree.org/basics. One alternative to explore  

 

 

 

Window is published by the Montessori  School of  
Syracuse five times per year unless otherwise not-
ed. Contributors to this edition are Nancy Finch, 
Bob Gates and Mary Lawyer O’Connor. Editing is 
provided by Kathleen Parrish and Susan French-
Lawyer. Comments, questions, and submissions 
are welcomed by Mary Lawyer O’Connor at 
msshead@gmail.com. 

Mary Lawyer O’Connor 

Head of School  
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At right, Cedar students work inde-

pendently throughout the school 

day. Clockwise from left, Tiernan 

Kenny selects grammar work, Ava 

Halbritter works on mathematics with 

the checkerboard material, and 

Mari Emmanuel mentors Brian Durkin 

on language arts. Neve Gordon 

cleans up her math materials, and 

Leo Plourde corrects a research pa-

per. Each student makes choices 

during the day, pursuing subjects of 

strong interest to them and working 

as long as they like. At the same 

time they practice communication 

skills and social interactions.    

The first week of May we 

will be celebrating Screen-

Free Week at MSS.  We en-

courage our families to join 

in this nation-wide event by 



 Student and Alumni News  

The photograph 

Snack Time by Mya 

VanWormer (Oak) 

won honorable 

mention at the Bur-

nett Park Zoo this 

spring. The winners 

will be displayed at 

the zoo and then 

the Everson Muse-

um. What an ac-

c o m p l i s h m e n t , 

Mya!  Mya and her 

winning picture are 

shown at left. 

Ireland Fernandez-Cosgrove 

(’13) and her Scholastic Art 

Award entry are pictured at 

right. The Eagle Middle School 

8th grader won a Silver Key for 

Excellence in Visual Arts for her 

illustration, The Big Kick. Scholas-

tic Art Awards is the largest an-

nual art competition in the 

country, with the Central New 

York awards program honoring 

the work of area middle and 

high school students for more 

than 70 years. Wow, Ireland!  

 

"The school really opened my son's mind in so many ways.  I'm 

proud of the way he is succeeding, but also marvel at his love 

of learning.  No question in that Montessori was a part of this 

development!"                     Aumni Parent of high school senior  
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Marielle Emmanuel (Cedar) 

volunteered at the annual 

Martin Luther King Day of Ser-

vice this year, where she met 

Syracuse City Counselor Hel-

en Hudson (photo above). 

Mari and her siblings, Mychal 

(’14) and Malachi (’11), have 

been participating in this 

community service program 

for many years. Thanks for 

your hard work for our com-

munity, Marielle!   

Liam Murphy (Willow) 

plays hockey on the 

Midstate Team, a mem-

ber of our local Snow-

belt Hockey League. 

Midstate began the sea-

son slowly, but staged a 

comeback and won the 

Snowbelt Championship 

hockey tournament. 

Contributing to their suc-

cess, goalie Liam made 

over 100 saves in four 

games!  Liam is pictured 

at left with the team’s 

trophy. Congratulations, 

Liam!  
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 Once on This Island 

This winter our Upper Elementary students performed our 

18th musical, Once on This Island Jr. The Theatre Workshop, 

led by Upper Elementary music teacher, Pat Getz, is a six-

month-long, child-centered creative process for our older stu-

dents. In addition to preparing their stage roles, students are 

able to design and create sets, construct props, and sew cos-

tumes during art classes with MSS art teacher, Kathy Barry. 

In keeping with tradition, 6th-level students had lead roles. 

Our students multi-task as actors, sing-

ers, dancers, artists, choreographers, 

and backstage crew members.   

Theatre Workshop is a wonderful op-

portunity for our young students to ex-

perience all aspects of creating a pro-

duction. It is always very rewarding to 

see the growth of individual children as 

they mature and develop into true team 

players over the course of the work-

shop.  

We’re proud that many of our gradu-

ates have gone on to work as stage 

crew members, lighting and sound 

technicians, actors, dancers, and chore-

ographers as they continue to develop 

their love of the performing arts.  
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 Once on This Island 

Clockwise from above left: Sixth 

graders Ellie Pedone and Westley 

Zachery played two of the leading 

roles, along with Olivia Davis in the 

photo to the right. Fayrouz Enany, 

Anna Pedone, and Sam Dunn 

played members of the little family. 

All the 6th levels together: top row, 

Westley Zachery, Peter Hatton, Sha-

rif Bey, and Xavier Plourde, and, 

bottom row, Olivia Davis, Ellie Pe-

done, and Lesia Wojtowycz. Sharif 

Bey and Antonio Fernandez-

Cosgrove played townspeople. The 

storytellers were played by Rachel 

George, Annabel Davis, Catherine 

Jean Durkin, and Parisa Ahmed. 

Performing as village peasants 

were: top row, Katie Niederhoff, 

Christian Cain, Liam Murphy, Kevin 

Fratostitanu, Kaelem Michel, and 

Lukas Ward, and, front row, Anna 

Pedone, Caleb Randazzo, Elena 

Chiodi, and Christina  Wojtowycz.  



Dancing – a Tradition in our Fitness Program    
This year's fitness classes have tied in nicely with 

our school-wide study of the Americas by having 

the elementary students learn either traditional 

American square dancing or the more contempo-

rary line dancing. Every year fitness teachers Dyl-

an Kinsella and Chantelle VanWormer have con-

tinued our school tradition of teaching dances that 

tie in with our annual continent study. Over the 

years our students have learned so many styles in-

cluding flamenco, Greek, Irish, African, Turkish, 

South American, ballroom, swing, Philippine, and 

Native American social dancing.  We often have 

special guests teach the dances. This year, Bob 

Patterson and Sharon Perry were our square dance 

and contra dance callers and teachers, while Chantelle and Dylan taught country-western line dancing.  Our 

students look forward to sharing their dance experiences at the Cultural Festival each year. 

 

The 2015 Spring Gala will be held on Friday, May 1, at Traditions at the Links in East Syracuse, and  

it’s not too late for you to attend! This year we are celebrating our 20-year Anniversary and express-

ing gratitude to all our friends and families who have helped make us who we are today. Silent and 

live auction items donated by MSS families, alumni families, and MSS friends raise critical 

funds for our school. Likewise, program ads help support the school and help offset event costs. 

Most important, the MSS Spring Gala is a community event that brings us all together to celebrate 

our students, alumni, and teachers/staff.  In addition to supporting the school, you will be signing up 

for a fun night with current MSS parents, staff, alumni parents, and friends of the school. We wel-

come you to come and enjoy dinner, drinks, 

and an evening with friends. Shop the live 

and silent auctions, filled with works of art, 

local treasures, and once-in-a-lifetime expe-

riences for your family! If you’re unable to 

attend, consider underwriting the event with 

a generous tax-deductible donation. By at-

tending, you help to keep the MSS spirit 

alive. Please contribute to the success of 

MSS by sending in your Gala RSVP today!   

Spring Gala ~ the Social Event of the year!    

This contra dance by Evergreen and Cedar students included Mari Emmanuel, Jake Hehl, Aiden 

Michel, Sophia Randazzo, Jacob Temes, Jorge Niederhoff, and Ronan Kenny.   
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Cultural Festival  
(continued from page 1) displays, and MSS 

parents Tonya Shenandoah and Selina Laza-

rus shared Haudenosaunee culture and Pana-

manian culture, respectively, with beautiful, 

informative posters and cultural materials.  

Many of our students tried on clothing and 

hats from around the world.  Some wore 

their ancestral cultures’ traditional clothing 

to school on Friday’s Performance Day. 

Special guest performances featured Melissa 

Martins and her friend Roberto Perez doing 

the salsa and the Sweet Adelines, an a capel-

la group including current and past staff, 

alumni, and parents. Other performances 

included greetings of peace from around the 

world, songs from the Americas, French 

songs, and our African Drumming group, 

Savannah Juvannis. Cedar students did a 

Caribbean dance, and Evergreen children 

danced to “Alabama Sal.” To top off the 

day, and always a big hit, parent volunteers 

made and shared traditional dishes from 

around the world, a “sensorial” experience 

Clockwise from above right, Jordan Cain 

(Evergreen) and teacher Julie Sherbeck work a 

puzzle of the book about early America, “Oxcart 

Man”; Pine Cottage students Ezra  Kligerman, 

Coleman Wimer, and Eliot El Bayadi pose in hats 

and clothing from around the world; and teacher 

Lisa Milazzo talks with student Grace Chao 

(Maple) about the Birch classroom display that 

included pin-punched flags from around the 

world. Behind them, Erhen Zachery checks out  

his own Maple cottage display.     
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TIMELINE of our HISTORY  

Creating an MSS Timeline is one of the many ways we have been celebrating our 20th Anniver-

sary!  This depiction of our story is on display in our school lobby and can be seen online on our 

website at www.mssyr.org!  


