
The Annual Peace Celebration was a beautiful gathering of our families this December.  A variety of 
òFestivals of Lightó that occur this fall and winter, including Hanukkah, Ramadan, Divali, Advent, 
and Kwanzaa, were shared, with songs of the season sung by all ages.  One of the poems the primary 
students learn for the celebration is shown at the right.  Pictured above, from left: Ben Stevens, 
Max Ward and Malachi Emmanuel join in holiday singing. Below, left to right,  Stevi and Nora 
Wilson light Hanukkah candles and Liam Murphy and his mom, Angela, light Advent candles. 
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I Offer You Peace 
 

by Aline Wolf 
 

I offer you peace 
I offer you love 
I offer you 
friendship 
I hear your cry 
I see your beauty 
I feel your pain 
This caring flows 
from my spirit 
within  
I salute that spirit 
in you  
Let us work 
together for peace. 



 The Frank Coleman Scholarship Challenge Heats Up! 

Page 2 Montessori 

We have been Montessori parents since September 2002, when our older daughter Maja, then three years old, began preschool in 
Oak Cottage.  Today, Maja is a fifth-grader in Willow Classroom, and our younger daughter Peri is a second-grader in Cedar 
Classroom.  The Montessori School of Syracuse has meant an enormous amount to us.  Our children have enjoyed a peaceful, 
welcoming, and intellectually stimulating atmosphere with wonderful teachers and classmates.  Montessori has helped both girls 
cultivate their independence and self-ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ 
education program.  We have made close friendships with other Montessori parents and have become part of a warm, nurturing 
community that has grown up around the school.   
 

The school has also worked to create a multicultural environment that brings together children from diverse backgrounds, a 
diversity reflective of Syracuse and of the world as a whole.  As an educational and social value, diversity aims at inclusion and 
breaking down ethnic, racial, class, and religious prejudices while also enabling students to appreciate and learn from one anotƘŜǊΩǎ 
varied backgrounds and perspectives.  Diversity is also about making a Montessori education available to as many families as 
possible.   
 

The current economic situation has made efforts to increase diversity more difficult.  It is an unfortunate truth that racial and ethnic 
groups that have been socially and politically marginalized also bear a disproportionate share of economic hardship.  At the same 
time, private school is not cheap, and many people in the surrounding community simply cannot afford to send their kids to MSS.  
Moreover, a number of current Montessori families, faced with layoffs and other financial hardships, may not be able to keep their 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŜǎǘŜŘΦ   
 

!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ CǊŀƴƪ /ƻƭŜƳŀƴΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƻǊǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƛƴΦ  !ŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ and 
affordability, Mr. Coleman has pledged $25,000 to the school if matching funds are given from other members of the community.  
The Frank Coleman Scholarship Fund is targeted at needy families of color.  Although we already give money to MSS, we feel that 
ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ƻǇŜƴǎ ƛǘǎ ŘƻƻǊǎ ǿƛŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƻǳǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ in need. 
 

Please join us in contributing as your means allow to this worthy effort.                             
        - Peter F. Cannavò and Helen M. Jacoby 

Why Weõre Giving to the Frank Coleman Scholarship Fund 

THANK YOU, GENEROUS DONORS! 
 

 

Anonymous Donor $5000 
Parents of two Current MSS Students 

Michael Kalet & Phillipa Read $2000 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ IŀǊǊȅ όΨлрύ  

Seemi Abdullah  $2000 
Former MSS Teacher and Administrator 

Karen & Nat Dunn $1500 
Parents of Jared (Willow), Ryan (Cedar), 
and Justin (Birch)  

Madge & Bill Brower $1000 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭ όΨлтύΣ WŀŎƪ όΨлуύ Σ ŀƴŘ bŀǘŜ 
(Willow) 

Joseph Falcone $1000 
Friend of MSS 

Helen Jacoby & Peter Cannavo $500 
Parents of Maja (Willow) and Peri (Cedar) 

Julia Czerniak & Mark Linder $500 
Parents of Azriel (Evergreen) and Lucja 
(Pine)  

Robert Quinn $500 
tŀǊŜƴǘ ƻŦ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ όΨлуύ  

Christina & Michael Auer $300 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ !ƴŘǊŜŀ όΨлфύ ŀƴŘ aŀǊǘƛƴŀ 
(Willow)  

In celebration of our 15th 

Anniversary, MSS Trustee 

Frank Coleman has 

challenged our community 

to raise money for financial 

aid to promote community 

diversity. The challenge is 

to raise $25,000 to match 

%ÙÈÕÒɀÚɯ ÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÐÖÕɯ ÍÖÙɯ

that same amount.  We are 

excited to announce that, 

thanks to some very 

generous donors, we have 

already raised over one 

half of our target amount!  

Now, we need help getting 

the rest of the way!  To 

discuss the possibility of a 

gift ,  contact Madge 

Brower, Development 

Coordinator at 315-449-

9033 .  

 

Still to Go! 
$10,700 

Pledges to Date 
$14,300 

Frank Coleman 
$25,000 



FRENCH Begins At age Three  

Thank you!  
We would like to send 

heartfelt thanks to Phone-

A-Thon volunteers Kelly 

Dunn, Ted Emmanuel, 

Nuriyah Owens, Bob 

Quinn, Sarah Wilhelmi, 

Rebecca Witter, and 

Henry Zachery. Special 

thanks to Bob Quinn,  

father of MSS alumna 

Shannon Quinn!  

La Chanson 

du Temps 
(The Weather Song) 

 
Il fait froid. 

Il fait chaud. 

Il fait mauvais. 

Il fait beau. 

Il pleuté 

Il neige, neige, neige, 
neige 

Il neige, neige, neige, 
neige ...  

Above, clockwise from left: In 
Maple Cottage, Andrew Warren, 
Cynthia Capalupa , Budhivali 
Rakieten, Parisa Ahmed, Sahana 
Venkateswaran, and  Lucas Ward 
share a lesson about names of  
colors.  Immediate left: Students 
from Cedar Classroom working with 
Annie DeRegis, from left: Emma 
Wardell, Sachi Nishikata, Natalie 
Stopyra, Ireland Fernandez �² 
Cosgrove , and  Connor Hughes    

French begins at three at Montessori School of Syracuse!  Our students begin learning 

French vocabulary with Madame Cynthia Capalupa in their primary cottages, listening to 

her presentations spoken entirely in French.  Students participate in small group lessons, 

playing engaging games that teach colors, numbers, family members, clothing, weather, and 

much more.  The students look forward to seeing Madame Capalupa and learning about the 

language and culture of French-speaking countries.  In the elementary French program, 

students continue speaking complete sentences using a visual-verbal technique with teacher 

Madame Annie DeRegis. Students begin in first grade with sentences such as, òWhat is this?ó 

and òHow many of these are there?ó and then move into conversations with each other. The 

Willow Classroom students might say: òOn Sunday I watched TV at my house with my 

friend, and then went to the store that evening.ó  The process helps to develop the ability to 

think in French and express themselves in the language. 


