
The Annual Peace Celebration was a beautiful gathering of our families this December.  A variety of 
òFestivals of Lightó that occur this fall and winter, including Hanukkah, Ramadan, Divali, Advent, 
and Kwanzaa, were shared, with songs of the season sung by all ages.  One of the poems the primary 
students learn for the celebration is shown at the right.  Pictured above, from left: Ben Stevens, 
Max Ward and Malachi Emmanuel join in holiday singing. Below, left to right,  Stevi and Nora 
Wilson light Hanukkah candles and Liam Murphy and his mom, Angela, light Advent candles. 
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I Offer You Peace 
 

by Aline Wolf 
 

I offer you peace 
I offer you love 
I offer you 
friendship 
I hear your cry 
I see your beauty 
I feel your pain 
This caring flows 
from my spirit 
within  
I salute that spirit 
in you  
Let us work 
together for peace. 



 The Frank Coleman Scholarship Challenge Heats Up! 
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We have been Montessori parents since September 2002, when our older daughter Maja, then three years old, began preschool in 
Oak Cottage.  Today, Maja is a fifth-grader in Willow Classroom, and our younger daughter Peri is a second-grader in Cedar 
Classroom.  The Montessori School of Syracuse has meant an enormous amount to us.  Our children have enjoyed a peaceful, 
welcoming, and intellectually stimulating atmosphere with wonderful teachers and classmates.  Montessori has helped both girls 
cultivate their independence and self-ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ 
education program.  We have made close friendships with other Montessori parents and have become part of a warm, nurturing 
community that has grown up around the school.   
 

The school has also worked to create a multicultural environment that brings together children from diverse backgrounds, a 
diversity reflective of Syracuse and of the world as a whole.  As an educational and social value, diversity aims at inclusion and 
breaking down ethnic, racial, class, and religious prejudices while also enabling students to appreciate and learn from one anotƘŜǊΩǎ 
varied backgrounds and perspectives.  Diversity is also about making a Montessori education available to as many families as 
possible.   
 

The current economic situation has made efforts to increase diversity more difficult.  It is an unfortunate truth that racial and ethnic 
groups that have been socially and politically marginalized also bear a disproportionate share of economic hardship.  At the same 
time, private school is not cheap, and many people in the surrounding community simply cannot afford to send their kids to MSS.  
Moreover, a number of current Montessori families, faced with layoffs and other financial hardships, may not be able to keep their 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŜǎǘŜŘΦ   
 

!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ CǊŀƴƪ /ƻƭŜƳŀƴΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƻǊǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƛƴΦ  !ŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ and 
affordability, Mr. Coleman has pledged $25,000 to the school if matching funds are given from other members of the community.  
The Frank Coleman Scholarship Fund is targeted at needy families of color.  Although we already give money to MSS, we feel that 
ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ƻǇŜƴǎ ƛǘǎ ŘƻƻǊǎ ǿƛŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƻǳǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ in need. 
 

Please join us in contributing as your means allow to this worthy effort.                             
        - Peter F. Cannavò and Helen M. Jacoby 

Why Weõre Giving to the Frank Coleman Scholarship Fund 

THANK YOU, GENEROUS DONORS! 
 

 

Anonymous Donor $5000 
Parents of two Current MSS Students 

Michael Kalet & Phillipa Read $2000 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ IŀǊǊȅ όΨлрύ  

Seemi Abdullah  $2000 
Former MSS Teacher and Administrator 

Karen & Nat Dunn $1500 
Parents of Jared (Willow), Ryan (Cedar), 
and Justin (Birch)  

Madge & Bill Brower $1000 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭ όΨлтύΣ WŀŎƪ όΨлуύ Σ ŀƴŘ bŀǘŜ 
(Willow) 

Joseph Falcone $1000 
Friend of MSS 

Helen Jacoby & Peter Cannavo $500 
Parents of Maja (Willow) and Peri (Cedar) 

Julia Czerniak & Mark Linder $500 
Parents of Azriel (Evergreen) and Lucja 
(Pine)  

Robert Quinn $500 
tŀǊŜƴǘ ƻŦ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ όΨлуύ  

Christina & Michael Auer $300 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ !ƴŘǊŜŀ όΨлфύ ŀƴŘ aŀǊǘƛƴŀ 
(Willow)  

In celebration of our 15th 

Anniversary, MSS Trustee 

Frank Coleman has 

challenged our community 

to raise money for financial 

aid to promote community 

diversity. The challenge is 

to raise $25,000 to match 

%ÙÈÕÒɀÚɯ ÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÐÖÕɯ ÍÖÙɯ

that same amount.  We are 

excited to announce that, 

thanks to some very 

generous donors, we have 

already raised over one 

half of our target amount!  

Now, we need help getting 

the rest of the way!  To 

discuss the possibility of a 

gift ,  contact Madge 

Brower, Development 

Coordinator at 315-449-

9033 .  

 

Still to Go! 
$10,700 

Pledges to Date 
$14,300 

Frank Coleman 
$25,000 



FRENCH Begins At age Three  

Thank you!  
We would like to send 

heartfelt thanks to Phone-

A-Thon volunteers Kelly 

Dunn, Ted Emmanuel, 

Nuriyah Owens, Bob 

Quinn, Sarah Wilhelmi, 

Rebecca Witter, and 

Henry Zachery. Special 

thanks to Bob Quinn,  

father of MSS alumna 

Shannon Quinn!  

La Chanson 

du Temps 
(The Weather Song) 

 
Il fait froid. 

Il fait chaud. 

Il fait mauvais. 

Il fait beau. 

Il pleuté 

Il neige, neige, neige, 
neige 

Il neige, neige, neige, 
neige ...  

Above, clockwise from left: In 

Maple Cottage, Andrew Warren, 

Cynthia Capalupa , Budhivali 

Rakieten, Parisa Ahmed, Sahana 

Venkateswaran, and  Lucas Ward 

share a lesson about names of  

colors.  Immediate left: Students 

from Cedar Classroom working with 

Annie DeRegis, from left: Emma 

Wardell, Sachi Nishikata, Natalie 

Stopyra, Ireland Fernandez ð 

Cosgrove , and  Connor Hughes    

French begins at three at Montessori School of Syracuse!  Our students begin learning 

French vocabulary with Madame Cynthia Capalupa in their primary cottages, listening to 

her presentations spoken entirely in French.  Students participate in small group lessons, 

playing engaging games that teach colors, numbers, family members, clothing, weather, and 

much more.  The students look forward to seeing Madame Capalupa and learning about the 

language and culture of French-speaking countries.  In the elementary French program, 

students continue speaking complete sentences using a visual-verbal technique with teacher 

Madame Annie DeRegis. Students begin in first grade with sentences such as, òWhat is this?ó 

and òHow many of these are there?ó and then move into conversations with each other. The 

Willow Classroom students might say: òOn Sunday I watched TV at my house with my 

friend, and then went to the store that evening.ó  The process helps to develop the ability to 

think in French and express themselves in the language. 



Telling Tales Together: A Storytelling Workshop  

Acting and public speaking experiences at MSS 

have led many of our students to take on roles 

in other productions outside of school, and 

after graduation as well.   
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òWe had so much 

fun in the 

storytelling 

workshop! The 

children love 

acting out the 

stories with their 

friends, and of 

course the best 

part was sharing 

their  stories with  

their parents!ó 
 

~ Pat Getz   

At far left:  Cara Glazier shares a high point of her story.  Above, from left, Peter 

Hatton, Natalie Stopyra, Sara Vertino , and Ellie Pedone listen to Sophia  Hatton  in 

her role as Big Rock in Raccoonõs Last Race by Joseph Bruchac.    

MSS actors  
Sixth-grader Katlyn Abrams (Willow)  starred  

in the Syracuse Children's Theater's production 

of òHigh School Musical 2.ò She played the part 

of Taylor in all three productions at the Civic 

Center in December.  During this past summer, 

Katlyn performed in two productions with the 

Syracuse Childrenõs Theatre Summer Sessions at 

the Civic Center: òGive My Regards to 

Broadwayó and òDisco Knights.ó She is pictured 

at left as  Stacy in òDisco Knights.ó  

This fall, Jeff Owens (õ09) starred in 

òWerewolf,ó a Rarely Done production at Jazz 

Central.  Jeff played the part of Tequan Adkins.  

Jeff is currently attending Manlius Pebble Hill 

School, where he enjoys cross-country and 

playing the guitar.  

Rachel Leiblien-Jurbala (õ09), a seventh -

grade student at MPH, was in the play òThe 

Baseball Showó this fall in the role of the umpire/

narrator.  Shay Resnick-Gertz (ô08), an 

eighth-grade student at MPH, served as a 

member of the stage crew on this production. 

Did you 

know ?  

Pat Getzõs Theater 

Workshops have, 

over the past 15 

years, included: 

òPirates of 

Penzance,ó òHMS 

Pinafore,ó òCats,ó 

òSeussical,ó òOnce 

Upon a Mattress,ó 

òThe Sorcerer,ó 

òCharlie Brown,ó 

òWizard of Oz,ó òMy 

Fair Lady,ó and this 

year, òAlice in 

Wonderland.ó  

 

MSS music teacher Pat Getz 

put together a fun and en-

gaging afterschool work-

shop for lower-elementary 

children this fall. Students 

learned storytelling tech-

niques and how to tell folk 

tales from around the 

world. The workshop, 

which will be presented 

again in the spring, helps to 

develop  presentation and 

public speaking skills in a 

relaxed, friendly setting.   



 

Willow Classroom stu-
dents Maja Cannavo,  
Robert Dotterer, and 
Milan Gupta qualified 
for participation in the 
first round of the Post 
Standard/WCNY Spell-
ing Bee.  MSS has been 
sending our students to 
this event for many 
years, and the partici-
pants have enjoyed the 
challenges of the compe-
tition. Winners of the 
event ultimately advance 
to the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee in Washing-
ton, DC.  Congratula-
tions and best of luck!  

High school seniors Con-
nor Hoffman (õ04) and 
Jeremy French-Lawyer  
(õ04) have been named 
Commended Students as 
they scored among the top 
five percent of all high 
school students in the nation 
who took the PSAT/
NMSQT exams. 

òThank you for the 

great atmosphere of 

learning, leadership, 

and individual value 

that Claire got to be 

a part of for 3 years 

there!  I do think it is 

a part of her contin-

ued love of learn-

ing...she values her 

experiences at MSS 

and draws upon them 

in many ways.  For 

example, she has had 

two book projects to 

do at school and fin-

ished both eagerly 

within days of get-

ting the assignments, 

even though they al-

lowed months to get 

them done.ó  

~ former MSS parent Lynn 

Ouellette, whose family moved 

to Washington, D.C.  

High school seniors Elena Mishko 

(õ04 ), Laura Flagg (õ04 ) and Jer-

emy French-Lawyer (õ04) are 

members of the MPH  girlsõ tennis 

team that took  the  sectionals title this 

year!  The team played to a 3-0 sec-

tionals record and clinched the Class C 

Team sectionals. The girls, whoõve 

been playing tennis together for the 

past four years, have been schoolmates 

since elementary school at MSS!   

Tennis Titlists ñ Laura Flagg (top, second from right), Elena Mishko (bottom, 

far left), and Jeremy French ðLawyer (bottom, second from right) with their 

coach, Maureen Anderson.   

More STUDENT & Alumni News  

Alex French-Lawyer 
(õ06) and David Oliver 
(õ07), MPH Math League 
Team members, performed 
admirably at the seasonõs 
first meet at home. MPH 
fields two teams ð òsin(ch),ó 
which won the meet with 28 
points, and the younger 
team, òKick Your Asymp-
tote,ó which came in with a 
creditable 13 points. Alex 
and David are members of 
Team òKick Your Asymp-
tote.ó  

National Merit 

Scholars  

Math League 

MSS alumni Jack Brower (õ08), 

Will Brower (õ07),  Andrea Auer 

(õ09), and Greg Maziuk (õ09), 

achieved the distinction of being on 

the High Honor Roll at Christian 

Brothers Academy this fall.  In addi-

tion, Will participates in varsity soc-

cer and freshman basketball and Jack 

is on the varsity soccer and 8th-grade 

basketball teams.    

HIGH HONOR ROLLERS!  

A venue in which public speaking is 

key is the Model United Nations.  

MSS graduate David Oliver (õ07) 

was a member of the Manlius Pebble 

Hill team that competed at the Mont-

real MUN Conference last month at 

McGill University.  There were 

1,200 students in attendance, with 

teams participating from all over 

North America.  One of the smaller 

teams with only 20 students, MPH 

won 10 major awards. Their next 

conference is scheduled for Decem-

ber 19 at Colgate University.  

MODEL UNITED NATIONS  

WILLOw  

Students  

Master   

SPELLING 

Learn -

ing & 

Leader-

ship!  

Ambitious Students:  
 

MSS students raised 
nearly $740 this past 
October for the Trick- 
or-Treat for UNICEF 
campaign, organized 
with the help of MSS 
graduate Rachael 
L e i b l i e n - J u r b a l a 
(õ09). Great Job!  



Books: CHECK õem OUT!  

Barnes.   We have a wide variety of fictional works, both picture books and more advanced 
reading, research materials, and a large parent section that concentrates on Montessori edu-
cation methods and child development.  Parents are welcome to come in mornings (except 
Wednesday) to use the library and borrow books.  A link on the MSS website  enables stu-
dents, parents, and teachers to search the libraryõs catalog online.  Many thanks to library 
volunteers Stephanie Barnes, Deb Cavanagh, Katie Cooper, Elton Davis, and Elaine Wolf for 
all the time and effort they have put into making our library an exciting experience! 

The school library, Nonaõs Corner, is 
getting lots of use this year.  Our 
volunteer librarians are now avail-
able two days each week for the ele-
mentary students to check out 
books, and Miss Stephanie takes 
third- and second-level students 
from each primary cottage to the 
library once a week for story time 
and to pick out books for reading in 
the cottage.  Left:  Bianca Lucas, 
Noelle Davis, and Nora Wilson 
select library books with Stephanie 
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Window is published 
by the Montessori 
School of Syracuse 
five times per year 
unless otherwise 
noted. Contributors 
are Madge Brower, 
René Gabriel, and 
M a r y  L a w y e r 
OõConnor.  Editing 
is provided by 
Kathleen Parrish and 
S u s an  F r en ch-
Lawyer.  Comments, 
ques t ions ,  and 
submissions are 
welcomed by Mary 
Lawyer OõConnor at  
msshead@gmail.com 

Hunter Thorne- 
Hance of Cedar 
Classroom welcomed 
a new brother on 
November 4, Bridger 
Thorn e  Green , 
weighing in at  7 lb  8 
oz. and measuring 21 
inches. His proud 
parents are Michele 
Thorne and Vince 
Green.  This fall, the MSS Parent Focus Group met at the Land Lab to learn more about the schoolõs Nature 

Education Program.  After a tasty dinner from King Davidõs, MSS Nature Educator Judy Gianforte 

described various aspects of the school's Nature Education Program, both on campus and at the Land Lab.  

Parents recalled favorite outdoor activities from their youth, and Judy pointed out that many of these  

aren't possible for kids to do anymore.  The Land Lab gives students the opportunity to enjoy these types 

of outdoor experiences as well as learn about the environment.  
 

After the discussion, the group headed out into the night, walking in the woods and around the pond, 

with most turning off their flashlights as their eyes adjusted to the dark.  They were able to experience 

finding their own òspecial spot,ó something that elementary students enjoy every visit.   
 

The PFG was formed to create a setting for deeper dialogue about the school and its programs between 

the administration and parents.  The group, consisting of about 15 families, has met three times over the 

past calendar year.  Membership rotates so that all MSS families will have the opportunity to participate. 
 

Special thanks to the current members of this year's focus group:  Bill & Brenda Abrams, Nasir Ali & 

Uzma Iqbal, Peter Cannavo & Helen Jacoby, Ted Emmanuel & Selina Lazarus, Michael Cosgrove & 

Karen Fernandez-Cosgrove, Harry & Wendy Harkaway, Cameron & Melissa Gale, Gary & Claudia 

Knapick, Julia Czerniac & Mark Linder, Dan & Angela Murphy, Pete & Kim Pedone, Zach Randazzo & 

Kara Williams, Gordon Stevens & Wendy Howard, and John & Sharon Vazquez.  The group will meet 

again in January.  If you are interested in being a member of this group, please email René at 

msscommunications@gmail.com. 

Parent Focus Group Finds òSpecial placeó  

 

 

NEW  

ARRIVAL!  



The Shoppes of Willowsburg, clockwise 

from top left: Anabella Owens and Maja 

Cannavo at their apothecary shoppe, 

selling herbs for medicines.  Brickmakers 

Max Ward and Malachi Emmanuel pose 

with Cedar student Lalit Pullakhandam .  

Jared Dunn sells bricks at the brickmak-

ersõ; and Olivia Murphy sells cookies and 

bread at the millerõs shoppe with Luke 

Tarnow-Bulatowicz.  Tyler Gabriel and 

Robert Dotterer work in the background 

at other shoppes.       

OUR TOWN: WILLOWSBURG  

Fourth- through sixth-grade students in Willow Classroom have been immersed in 

American history this fall.  Each student carefully researched a colonial profession and 

then created a shop, costumes, signage, and products.  Together they created a village for 

parents and younger students.  The visitors found the shopkeepers very well informed 

about herbal cures in the apothecary, colonial foods in the millerõs shoppe, wigs in the 

wig shoppe, fabrics and accessories in the millinery, candle-making in the candle shoppe, 

brick-making in the brickyard, and many others.  Young visitors could learn about and 

play colonial games, including marbles and pick-up sticks.  Costumes were worn with 

attention to detail, down to the òsilveró buckles added to shoes.   Teacher Allie Streiff 

brought in antique accessories and tools for the students to use, and created a one-room 

schoolhouse in the art gallery where students could sit at a traditional desk and write with 

a quill pen.  The students also made a beautiful three-dimensional map with their shops 

placed in the village in art class with Kathy Barry.  The history study began this fall with 

inspirational trips to Cooperstown, The Pompey Historical Museum, and St. Marie 

Among the Iroquois.    

LIVING 

HISTORY 
"Our students created a 

living history museum 

~ they were immersed 

in the culture of 

Colonial America. ò 

~Sandy Sharp  

Willow Team Teacher    



   Working Together  
At Birch Cottage, Lexington Reed shows Razi 

Marshall how to fit numbers and counters on his 

rug, left, while, below, Maya Ali and Liam 

Murphy piece together the puzzle map of South 

America.  Montessori teaches skills for life, and 

working cooperatively is one of the most important!    

Would you like this newsletter and our photo team emails 

sent to other family members?  Many families have added 

grandparents, and aunts and uncles to our mailing list so 

that these beautiful photos of their children go directly to 

them from the classrooms.  Please notify René at 

msscommunications@gmail.com.    

MONTESSORI SCHOOL OF SYRACUSE 
155 Waldorf Parkway ~ Syracuse, New York 13224  

315.449.9033  ~  www.mssyr.org  


